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March 18, 2015
Regular Meeting

CALL TO ORDER: 7:09 p.m.

ROLL CALL: 
Members: Bonander, Kester, Franklin, Steffen, and Spartz
Members absent: none
Staff present: Administrator Griffith
Others present: Sheriff

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTION TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:  
Deputy reported that things are becoming more active with the warmer weather.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
There are trees down in Robinson Park, some due to beavers some to fire wood cutting.
The City web site is continually being updated.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:
Motion Kester, second Franklin to approve minutes from March 4 and March 9 special meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.  Leonard Bonander apologized for being absent from March 9 meeting.

PUBLIC HEARING: none

CONSENT AGENDA:
Mayor requested that items 9B & 9C be pulled for separate discussion.

Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve 9A the acknowledgement of Kettlewell retirement.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Steffen, second Franklin to amend Assistant Clerk’s job description to remove driver’s license duties and to move all drivers’ license renewal activities to Deputy Registrar.
It was noted that the staff would appreciate having input into this decision.  Motion denied 4-1.

Motion Steffen, second Bonander too have the Personnel Committee meet with staff and discuss this change.  Motion carried 5-0

FINANCIAL REPORTS:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:
Fire Formula
Staff reminded the Council that they had set a Policy to deduct building repairs and improvements over $ 250 from the Building Fund.  The townships have asked that the last two years of operating expenses be reimbursed from the Building Fund.
Further, the Council agreed to pay 3.5% interest on fund borrowed to pay off the building bods but the Council never set a term for the amortization.  Different terms have different expenses for the City budget.

Motion Franklin, second Bonander to have Policy state that reimbursement will begin in 2015 for inclusion in payable 2016 Fire Formula and that the City agrees to a 10 year amortization on repayment.  Motion carried 5-0

NEW BUSINESS:
Request to make alley from 2nd to 3rd between Main and Commercial one way
Gina Romanowski would like to put in a drive through at her shop and would, therefore, like to have the alley made one way.  The possibility of back up traffic was discussed.

Motion Steffen, second Franklin that the alley becomes a one way going south and the necessary expenditure for signs be made.  This is subject to notification of all property owners along the alley offering them the opportunity to voice any concerns.

REPORTS:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept Paid Claims, Planning Commission and Thriving Communities – Steering Committee minutes and Finance Officer and PeopleService operations reports.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES & COMMUNICATIONS:  none

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
The Administrator reminded the Council of Board of Review on Tuesday, April 4 and of a presentation on broadband taking place at the Senior Center on Thursday.  The City bonding request shows that finance bills will not be voted on until after Easter break and that the EDA application is in and the closing on the land is postponed 30 days.  Other events include the Anytime Fitness grand opening on Friday; a Thriving Communities community meeting on Thursday, April 16, Saturday, that April 25 is cleanup day in the City and on April 21 at 7pm is the next county and city meeting in Pine City. 

ADJOURN:
Motion Franklin, second Kester for adjournment at 7:51 p.m.  Motion approved 5-0.

________________________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor

						_______________________________________________
						Sam Griffith, Clerk
