SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
April 6, 2016

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 PM

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Franklin and Devlin 
Members absent:  Palmer
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present:  Sam Calvert, St. Cloud, MN, Leonard N. Bonander, Lee Greenly, Arlene Oslowski, Rose Spencer & David Chassen

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: 
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to add 9F consent and 12D Flea Market additions.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 
Cooperative Agreement with Pine County
The County Board took action to become co applicant with the City on the federal EDA application and they also approved the Cooperative Agreement for the Local Road Improvement Funds.  Even though the City plans to get MNDOT to waive its rule requiring the County to the fiscal agent for these funds, it should approve the agreement to be safe.  

Motion Kester, second Franklin to approve the Cooperative Agreement.  Motion carried 4-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: None

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Franklin, second Kester to accept the March 16, 2016 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: None

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to consider A, C, D, E & F and appoint Val Palmer to serve on EDA and Staff Committees, approve Special Event permit for OSAC, approve Fire Hall cleaning contract with Carrie Richardson, authorize Administrator to set Special Meeting to approve going to bid and approve an employment contract with Jessica Seibert as City Administrator.   Motion carried 4-0.

Advertising for the Mowing and Parks position
There was discussion regarding the need for a second summer streets and parks position, this one being only for parks.  This does require Saturday and Sunday hours.  The city has a lot of public property that has to be mowed making the first position for mowing position almost full-time.  With the increase use of Robinson Park a position, especially for the weekends has become necessary.  Public comment was that not hiring someone for the park would be a step backwards.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to approve advertising for the mowing position.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve advertising the park position.  Motion dies for lack of majority with Devlin and Steffen dissenting.  This topic will be taken up again at the next meeting.


FINANCIAL REPORTS
A/P Clerk – Claims
Motion Kester, second Devlin to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:
Liquor license for Kettle River Hospitality dba The Gas Light
Ordinance allows issuance of liquor licenses to applicants meeting the requirements of the City ordinance and state licensing requirements.  Kettle River Hospitality has made application for an on-sale, off-sale and Sunday liquor license.  Applicant has provided all documents asked for at the March 16 Council meeting.  The required public notice was mailed March 18.
The Building Official was not available to provide clarification of the building inspection.  The completeness of the inspection was questioned.  Mr. Bonander explained that some of the paperwork from another building was inadvertently made part of the inspection for the Gas Light building.  He further expounded on the items on the inspection report.  Further discussion was had regarding the approval of a liquor license versus the issuance of an occupancy permit.

Motion Kester, second Franklin to approve issuance of liquor licenses subject to state requirements.  Motion failed 1-3 with Kester, Steffen and Franklin dissenting.

Pay Increases for non-Union employees
Council is asked to consider pay increases for non-contract employees.  The personnel committee met and recommends that the positions receive a 5% pay increase.  The increase would not be retroactive to beginning of the year.

Motion Kester, second Devlin to approve a 5% pay increase for non-union positions.  Motion carried 4-0.

Road Maintenance Agreement
The Council and township agreed that a new agreement covering joint roads was needed.  The new agreement has been drafted, a township response has been received and redrafting has occurred.

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to send this draft to the Township for consideration.  Motion carried 4-0.

Timber Sale on KREEC Property
The City owns the 160-acre KREEC (Kettle River Environmental Education Center) site.  In 2000 a portion of the property on the west side of Old Military was harvested and planted in white pine trees.  Now that the City does not have any repayment responsibilities to the state, the City is considering selling a portion of the property as well as harvesting other portions.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to authorize getting a proposal to a timber harvest in sections one and five of the Management Plan with funds going to park projects.  Motion carried 4-0.

Land Sale to Lee Greenly
The City agreed to consider selling an approximately 27-acre section of the KREEC site to Lee Greenly subject to an offer from Mr. Greenly.  Mr. Greenly made an offer, which the Council did not accept.  Mr. Greenly then had an appraisal done of the property and has now made another offer. The land will be kept in the city limits and Mr. Greenly will clean up the tires that are on the land.  He plans on getting it fenced and landscaped for animal dens.  
There was discussion regarding the fair market value of the land versus the appraisal.  Mr. Greenly is willing to pay for a survey, a draft of a purchase agreement and to pay all closing costs.

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the sale subject to a purchase agreement and survey.  Motion carried 3-1 with Kester dissenting.

2016 Street Projects
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Administrator had given the Council a list of possible street projects.  There was no consensus on the Council as to which projects to do.  There was discussion regarding the list provided.

Motion Devlin to get quotes for repairing Jefferson.  Motion died for lack of a second.
The Council will look around the city and come back with their opinion on what street or streets should be attended to first.

NEW BUSINESS
Five Member Housing Appeals Board
The licensing and inspection ordinance requires the establishment of a five member Housing Appeals Board to review and rule on all disputes, which should contain one landlord and one tenant.  The board will only meet when there are disputes.  The council will consider people to appoint.

Motion Devlin to appoint two council members, two landlords and one tenant.  Motion died for lack of a second.  

Increase in City Contribution to Quarry Days
The Council provides financial assistance of about $2,500 to the Chamber for Quarry Days by paying for the port-a-potties and garbage dumpsters.  The Chamber proposes to expand Quarry Days to Sunday with most events in Robinson Park.  The Chamber is requesting additional assistance from the City – from $2,500 to $3,500 which could be used to pay for port-a-potties in Robinson Park, insurance, or other eligible expenses.  
There were questions regarding how the cost increase was acquired.  Insurance, transportation and additional security, as well as the port-a-potties and garbage costs were considered.  The Council inquired about the costs and vendor receipts from the event.

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to increase the City expenditure to help the Chamber pay for Quarry Days by $1,000.  Motion carried 4-0.

Resolution 2016-13 – Final Payment for Alley Sewer Project
The City had Utility Systems of America do some sewer work in the alley before the paving of the alley, which is now complete.  The engineer has approved the work and recommends that final payment be made.

Motion Kester, second Franklin to approve Resolution 2016-13 - final Payment for Alley Sewer Project in the amount of $4,490.00.  Motion carried 4-0.

Flea Market Opening and Requirements
Flea market vendors have been using the City parking area on Main Street adjacent to the Fire Hall.  

Motion Kester, second Devlin to approve the vendor use of the parking area, require a license agreement and a daily fee of $4.00 and authorize a contract for a port-a-potty for the site.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS
Motion Devlin, second Kester to accept the reports of paid claims.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Letter from Jim Larson
Mr. Larson wrote expressing his appreciation of the excess water the city took care of.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT   
On Friday, April 15, the administrator will be attending a CVN meeting to greet prospective business park occupants.  Ehlers is having a half-day seminar on TIF and Economic Development.  Community cleanup day is Saturday, April 23 – pizza to be provided.  The petition to the Pollution Control has been filed and more information is available to you.  KC companies and their tax increment; they are having financial difficulties and the city may consider helping.  Devlin recommends that the development committee (Franklin and Palmer) consider.  A special meeting may need to be called.

ADJOURN
Motion Devlin, second Kester to adjourn at 8:29 PM.  Motion carried 4-0.



___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 

																										_________________________________________
										Sam Griffith, Clerk

