SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL WORKSHOP
April 19, 2017

CALL TO ORDER:  4:02 PM

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Spartz and Palmer
Members absent: Devlin
Staff present: Interim Administrator Jackson and Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: Sarah Sonsalla of Kennedy and Graven via Facebook Messenger and Richard Drotning, Building Inspector

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 
Workshop to Amend Property Maintenance Code
Council member Tim Franklin asked if the language “At least 50% of” currently in the code was something that was added by Council when the International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC) was adopted.  The answer was yes, it was an amendment to the IPMC that was approved by Council at that time.  

Clarification was asked from Sarah Sonsalla on what the current amendment would mean by Council Member Franklin.  

Council member Spartz asked for a simplified explanation of the change.  The explanation was that if a property should fall below 50% and an order for correction has been issued requiring a building permit that 100% of the exterior surfaces would need to be brought into compliance with the IPMC.  Council member Spartz then asked if this would apply to any properties currently complying with an order for correction.  Sarah Sonsalla stated that those properties would not be applicable to the amended code and only those properties that are issued a new order for correction would be subject to the change. 

Discussion was had on whether the 100% compliance was really the best for the City or if a lower amount was better suited to our City and how does the City enforce this.  Council member Spartz expressed his concern about complaint driven enforcement and thought that it could be used in a way that would be exclusionary to some.  Council member Palmer noted this but also thought that going at it with an inspection schedule would create too much work. Council member Palmer also thought that giving affected properties some help finding resources to comply with the order should also be part of the City’s approach.  

Deliberation was given on what percentage would be good for compliance with 50% too low of a threshold for compliance allowing properties to fall back under the correction threshold too fast but 100% may be too high to achieve financially for many.  A consensus was reached for changing the wording to “85% percent of the exterior structure and, be weather resistant and water tight” and to include a definition of weather resistant and water tight into the City’s property maintenance code.
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Workshop adjourned at 4:47 p.m. 



___________________________________
Peter Spartz, Mayor 

																											_________________________________________
									Leaha Jackson, Interim City Administrator
