[bookmark: _GoBack]SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
May 6, 2015

CALL TO ORDER:  7:12

ROLL CALL:  Bonander, Franklin, Kester, Steffen, and Spartz
Members absent:  none
Staff present:  Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: Andrew Spartz - Fire Chief, Angie Blazek with Great Lakes Management 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve the agenda with the addition of 9D.  Motion carried 5-0..

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
Report from Sheriff’s department included items being stolen from front yards continue to increase with the warmer weather

Matt Mathiasen –Grant manager from the Regional Arts Council discussed an economic survey on how arts effect a community.  In East Central Minnesota that was a $10 million impact.  Arts funding support 172 paid salaries.  The Arts Council will provide Matt to help groups in the writing of grants.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS   
Council member Spartz was approached by people wanting to change a portion of the new old school playground into a park. They need to discuss that with the Park and Rec Commission.
Council member Kester had a couple of disgruntled people complaining that there are businesses that have vehicles without current license plates who do not get a letter while their vehicle on their property does.  Staff replied that under state law the cars on the lots of those with a state license to sell used cars are not required to have current plates or tabs.
Mayor Steffen was asked about a way to send out text messages regarding emergencies and notifications.  The staff IT person will look at what such a system would involve. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: APRIL 14 AND APRIL 15
Congressman Rick Nolan’s name was misspelled. in the April 15 minutes.

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to approve minutes with correction from April 14 and April 15.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING:
Motion Bonander, second Spartz to open hearing 7:39

Motion Bonander, second Kester to close at 7:40

Amendment of EDA bylaws
Adopt Resolution 2015 – 17 – Amending EDA enabling resolution

The language should be changed as in the bylaws that the two new commissioners will have 2-year terms with one commissioner initially appointed for a one-year term and another will be appointed for a 2-year term.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2015 - 17 with the stated changes.  Motion carried 5-0.


CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve the appointment of Ryan Davis as gravedigger for Spring Park Cemetery, approve classification of tax forfeit parcels in the City as non-conservation, approve Fire Service contract with Finlayson Township and approve special event permit for Big Lake Boy Scoot group.  
Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A/P Clerk – Claims

Motion Bonander, second Spartz to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:
Fire Formula – Bldg. Repair Fund policy revisit  
The City and Townships created a Building Repair and Improvement Fund to be used for repairs and improvements rather than building replacement.  The policy adopted by the Council was that all expenses would be shown as an operating cost and at the end of the year any individual expense over $250 would be reimbursed from the Building Fund.  All other expenses would remain as operating costs.  
The townships also requested the Council should reimburse in the payable 2016 fire formula the operating fund for building repairs expensed in payable 2014 and 2015.

Motion Bonander, second Spartz to make no change to the original policy.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Spartz, second Franklin to provide a credit to the operating cost account from the Building Fund for expenses of $1393.00 from 2015 and $746.00 from 2014 on the 2016 fire formula.
Motion carried 5-0.

Rental Licensing Ordinance – determine which ordinance to consider 
The Council needs to decide which ordinance we going to work from.  There was a memo from the city attorney outlining the differences.

Motion Franklin, second Bonander to use our city attorney’s version.  Motion carried 4-1 Steffen voting nay.

Fire Department – Fire call terminology
There are some requested language changes related to billing.  A good intent call is when a disinterested 3rd part calls 911 to report an emergency when one actually does not exists. Currently, if the trucks leave the station a bill is sent. 
These calls should not be billed to the owner of the call location.  There was discussion as to where the hours fit into the fire formula.  Good intent calls should be separated out and would not be charged to the formula.    
If we are paged for traffic control, we are billing all identified parties.  It is difficult to get enough information to bill everyone. Chief Spartz was asked to check what other department are billing traffic control.
The actual hours that show up in the fire formula is a small percentage of the actual hours used.  

Motion Bonander, second Franklin that good intent calls are not to be billed.

There were some suggested language changes related to payroll.  There should be a distinction between in-house training and outside training.  There are not more drills only training for which members will be paid.   Work nights will be established and if supervised and when called out, members will be paid for hours worked.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to change the personnel policy to implement these changes.  Motion carried 5-0



NEW BUSINESS
Consider County doing Open Book for property valuations in City
Traditionally there has been a local board of review for local taxpayers who would like to question the valuation of their property.  The county can assume this function.  The pros and cons were discussed of each system.

Motion Kester, second Spartz to go to an Open Book process through the county.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve contract with MPJ Enterprises for sewer work in 8th Street alley
There is some additional work on the sewer line in the ally where there had been some back up problems to separate services.  City received two quotes and staff recommends contracting with MPJ Enterprises.

Motion Kester, second Franklin to approve contract with MPJ Enterprises for the work. Motion carried 5-0

Approve contract with MPJ for water line work in Court Avenue
There was a line break this past winter, which was capped off.  There is a 4” line that needs to be replaced with a 6” line.  There were two quotes from Roberts Excavating and MPJ Enterprises.  After adjusting for paving and two valves to be installed, the MPJ bid is less expensive.  The staff recommendation is to go with MPJ.  

Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve a contract  MPJ Enterprises for the work.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Approve hire of Brad Yaste as summer parks person
There were four applicants and the Personnel Committee did not feel interviews were necessary.  The Committee recommends the hiring of Brad Yaste.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to hire Brad Yaste.  Motion carried 5-0

Approve hire of Assistant Clerk – recommendation at Council meeting
There were fifteen applicants and the Personnel Committee interviewed four candidates.  All interviewees were qualified and the Personnel Committee recommends the Hire of Tesla Apple.

Motion Bonander, second Franklin to hire Tesla Apple as Assistant Clerk.  Motion carried 5-0

Consider NPAHD request for Long Term Care development restrictions
As this had be discussed in the EDA there is no further action required at this time.

REPORTS
Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the reports.  Motion carried 5-0
 
WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  none

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT      
There a few workshops and training coming up.  There might be a 2015 bonding bill.  Clean up day went very well.  Contracts with Public Safety and Phase for mowing were renewed
A local resident will be using their property to hold a gospel event.  They do not require a permit.

ADJOURN: 

Motion Franklin, second Kester to adjourn at 9:02.  Motion carried 5-0.

___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor

						_________________________________________
						Sam Griffith, Clerk
