Regular Council June 21, 2017
SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
June 21, 2017

CALL TO ORDER:  6:22 p.m.

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Spartz, Devlin and Palmer 
Members absent: None
Staff present: Interim Administrator Jackson, Finance Officer Lois Newey and Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: Carl Nordquist with Althoff & Nordquist, LLC, Kimberly Sannes with Public Solutions, Inc.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Council, guests and staff recited pledge of allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Kester, second Palmer to approve the agenda with the addition of an employee agreement for Kathy George, City Administrator to Old and Continuing Business.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:
Carl Nordquist presented the 2016 audit by Nordquist & Althoff.  Mr. Nordquist remarked on the strength of the City’s budget planning and the success of the Wild River townhomes and senior housing.  There were questions from the council regarding interest on loans being paid by the city.

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the 2016 audit done by Nordquist & Althoff.  Motion carried 4-0. (Spartz was not present during vote.)

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:
One of the council members requested a monthly report on payments being made on EDA loans.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Franklin, second Palmer to accept the June 7, 2017 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 4-0. (Spartz was not present during vote.)

PUBLIC HEARING: None

CONSENT AGENDA: 
There was a question from a council member regarding changes made to the Pine City Building Official services.  Jackson will contact Pine City regarding the contract for Building Official services for 2018 and 2019.

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve the sale and receipt of lot and perpetual care payment for plot S ½ of Lot 98 Section F, 2nd from David and Roberta Anderson, Special Event Permit for Farmers Market with waiver of insurance requirement, attendance of Finance Officer at GFCOA training July 19-20th and Personnel Committee recommendation for increasing hours for Streets and Parks Helper.  Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
A/P Clerk – Claims
Motion Franklin, second Kester to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
Vacant Commercial Building Status
The council received a list of the vacant commercial buildings and the status of each.




210 1st Street
David Johnson appeared before the council during resident petitions and complaints on June 7, 2017 to ask for a waiver of the clean-up bill that has been issued to him.  He stated that the some of the tires that were removed from his property were recently purchased.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve waiving the fee for the tire cleanup done at 210 1st Street.  Motion carried 5-0.

Fire Suppression System for the Former Sandstone High School
Kimberly Sannes came before the council and presented the Comprehensive Plan for the building through 2023.  The council expressed their appreciation of the plans and how they will benefit the community.  The council then discussed the request for assistance in funding for the fire suppression system.  If it agrees, the City would provide the funding to accomplish this improvement that would, in turn, be assessed to the property and paid back to the city with interest, as allowed by State Statute 429.021.  The council discussed the current status of the property taxes, the proposed assessment date and where in the budget the money would come from.  When this comes before the council again, the council would appreciate having a representative from the school and the owner of the building here to answer questions.

Motion Spartz, second Devlin to ask Lois Newey to find funds in the 2017 budget that could be used for funding the fire suppression system for the former Sandstone High School project.  Motion carried  4-1 with Franklin dissenting.

Rental Inspection Update
The City has enacted a Rental Housing Inspection program and contracted Todd Sandell, Inc. to do said inspections, develop an inspection form and manage the property files.  Jackson has attempted to contact Mr. Sandell regarding the inspections and has had no success.  

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to table the discussion regarding rental inspection until the next meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.

Employee Agreement with Kathy George
Mr. Fursman is negotiating the contract with Ms. George for City Administrator.  She has asked for a couple of changes in what was offered by the City.  The personnel committee will meet and discuss Leaha Jackson’s position.

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve the City Administrator contract changes.  Motion carried 3-2 with Devlin and Kester dissenting.

NEW BUSINESS: 
Pay Request #6 – Lundorff Drive
A payment request has been received from R.L. Larson Excavating, Inc. in the amount of $562,858.78 which represents 95% of the work completed and material on hand, with 5% held for retainage.  

Motion Devlin, second Kester to approve the payment request from R.L. Larson Excavating.  Motion carried 5-0.

Ordinance 2017-05 Unclaimed Property
The council discussed what property this ordinance would cover.

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve amending Chapter III, Section 310 of the Sandstone City Code regarding disposition of unclaimed property by changing the time that property must be unclaimed from six months to sixty days.  Motion carried 5-0.

Precision Concrete Quote for Sidewalk Repair/Maintenance
Each year the City budgets for sidewalk repair and maintenance; for 2017 that amount is $13,000 for sidewalks and $13,000 for curb and gutters.  Precisions Concrete Cutting has completed work for the City in previous years with good results and has provided the city with a quote in the amount of $4812.90 for work to be done in the downtown business district

Motion Palmer, second Franklin to approve the quote from Precision Concrete for sidewalk repair and maintenance.  Motion carried 5-0.

Contract for Class V Work in Alleys
The City has budgeted $10,000 for Class V improvements in alleys for 2017.  The City has received two quotes for Class V materials and labor.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve MPJ Enterprises to add Class V on the alleys as needed up to $10,000.  Motion carried 5-0.  

REPORTS: 
Motion Devlin, second Kester to accept the paid claims and investments.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Thank you letters from the Bella Club and the National Honor Society were received.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
Jackson is still working with Minnesota Power to install the electricity for the monument sign in the Business Park.  The footings for the sign were installed today (June 21).
Lundorff Drive should get striping in the next few weeks.

ADJOURN
Motion Kester, second Franklin to adjourn at 8:22 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.




___________________________________
Peter Spartz, Mayor 
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