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Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes 

July 19, 2023 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 p.m.   

 

ROLL CALL:  Peter Spartz, Julena Rahier, Val Palmer, Randy Riley 

Members absent: Cassie Gaede 

Staff present: Administrator Kathy George; Community Service Partner Sirena Samuelson, Deputy 

Clerk/Finance Charles Koch 

Others present: Fire Chief Chaz Mann, Sheriff Jeff Nelson, Deputy Carter Lagergren, Zak Sharp with 

Wipfli LLP, Madlyn Novak 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Motion Riley, second Rahier to approve the Agenda as presented.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

PETITIONS, COMPLAINTS, OR COMMENTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL 

MEMBERS: Council Member Palmer suggested a system be set up to accommodate handicap persons 

attending Quarry Days festivities.  She also noted concern of a resident who is having difficulty accessing 

the alley due to a street repair.  Mayor Spartz praised the success of Panther Park’s Grand Opening 

festivities.  City staff received several complaints regarding dogs in town, someone cutting conduits on a 

light pole, a person trespassing on business park property, and a mailbox that needs to be replaced due to 

damage caused by the snow plow. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING/ PRESENTATIONS:  

 

Ordinance No. 20230719-01 Moratorium on the Operation of Cannabis Businesses 

Motion Spartz, second Riley to open the public hearing to consider a moratorium on the operation of 

cannabis businesses at 6:05 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

During the 2023 Legislative Session, the Minnesota Legislature enacted 2023 Minnesota Session Laws, 

Chapter 63 – H.F. No. 100, which is comprehensive legislation relating to cannabis including, but not 

limited to, the establishment of the Office of Cannabis Management (OCM), legalizing and limiting the 

possession and use of cannabis and certain hemp products by adults, providing for the licensing, inspection, 

and regulation of cannabis businesses and hemp businesses, taxing the sale of cannabis flower, cannabis 

products, and certain hemp products, establishing grant and loan programs, amending criminal penalties, 

providing for expungement of certain convictions and providing for the temporary regulation of certain 

edible cannabinoid products. 

 

Mayor Spartz asked for any comments from visitors.  Sheriff Nelson stated that many communities are 

following suit in adopting a moratorium while the State establishes guidelines.  He also discussed 

smoking/vaping of cannabis products in public, which is legal effective August 1st.  He stated that it is up to 

the City to restrict the use in public spaces such as parks, much like the restrictions imposed by the Clean 

Indoor Air Act regarding smoking.  Administrator George will look into this further and this item will be 

placed on the August Council meeting agenda. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Rahier, to close the public hearing at 6:10 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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Given the uncertainty regarding the model ordinances to be developed by the OCM and the broad scope of 

the changes to Minnesota law brought about by the new legislation, staff recommends the City adopt an 

interim ordinance for the purpose of protecting the planning process and the health, safety, and welfare of 

our citizens. 

 

Staff further recommends the City conduct a study for the purpose of considering the adoption or 

amendment of reasonable restrictions on the time, place and manner of the operation of cannabis businesses 

as well as the other regulations local units of government may adopt under the new legislation. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Riley to adopt Ordinance No. 20230719-01 Moratorium on the Operation of 

Cannabis Businesses through July 1, 2025, and further to adopt Ordinance No. 20230719-02 

Summary Publication.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Resolution No. 20230719-01 Special Assessment for Property Cleanup 

Motion Spartz, second Rahier to open the public hearing to consider the special assessment of 

demolition and clean up costs for 313 Minnesota Street at 6:12 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

The house at 313 Minnesota Street was destroyed by fire on January 31, 2023.  Staff has been 

communicating with the owner’s family regarding cleanup.  The owner did not have insurance on the 

property and now resides in a nursing home.  The family stated they have no ability to clean up the 

property.  The City enlisted the services of MPJ Enterprises to demolish the buildings and clean up the 

debris/property at a cost of $15,052.25.  The bill was sent to the family, with no response received.   

 

In accordance with the City’s Special Assessment Policy, the City can assess this expense against the 

property for up to a 10-year period.  Interest is 2% above the current Prime interest rate.  Staff proposes a 

special assessment on 313 Minnesota Street in the amount of $15,052.25 at 10.25% interest for a 10-year 

term to recover the cost of demolition and clean up.   

 

Mayor Spartz called for any comments from the public.  No comments were received.  Motion Palmer, 

second Spartz to close the public hearing at 6:15 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Rahier to adopt Resolution No. 20230719-01 Certifying Charges for 

Demolition Expenses incurred to clean up fire damage at 313 Minnesota Street.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Wipfli: 2022 Audit Presentation 

Zak Sharp of Wipfli and Deputy Clerk/Finance Charles Koch were present to review the 2022 financial 

statements/audit.  Sharp reported no significant difficulties in dealing with management in performing and 

completing the audit.  He stated that management corrected any misstatements identified during the audit 

process.  He further stated that no disagreements arose during the course of the audit. 

 

Sharp stated that one significant deficiency was noted in that the auditor actually drafted the financial 

statements and related notes.  He stated that the City does not have sufficient expertise to completely 

prepare its own financial statements and related notes, which is very common for cities who do not have a 

certified CPA on staff. 

 

Sharp also noted a finding of three days at one financial institution in which the insurance and the pledged 

collateral was not sufficient to cover deposits.  This happened at the end of December when the City 

received $1.5 million in temporary financing for the Library project. 
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Sharp stated that a Qualified Opinion on Governmental Activities, noting that the Fire Relief pension funds 

were not included in the financial statements.  He stated an Unmodified Opinion on the Business-Type 

activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information.  In other words, a “clean” 

opinion.  Sharp then went on to review the financial statements with the council, addressing any questions 

along the way. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Motion Spartz, second Rahier to approve the minutes from the June 21, 2023 Regular Council 

Meeting.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Personnel Committee Recommendation: Deputy Clerk 

The City advertised to fill the Deputy Clerk Position in the North Pine County News, The Evergreen, 

Moose Lake Gazette, Pine City Pioneer, and Kanabec County Times newspapers for four weeks.  Eighteen 

applications were received.  The Personnel Committee chose seven candidates to interview.  Interviews 

were held on July 6th.  Deputy Clerk/Utility Billing Alana Tyson and Deputy Clerk/Finance Charles Koch 

were included on the interview panel, along with Administrator George, Mayor Spartz, and Councilor 

Gaede.  After all interviews had been conducted, two candidates rose to the top of the list.  References were 

checked and an agreement was reached to recommend the City Council offer the position to Madlyn 

Novak. Novak was present and introduced herself to the Council. 

 

Motion Rahier, second Spartz to hire Madlyn Novak to fill the Deputy Clerk position pending results 

of the background check.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Resolution No. 20230719-02 Accepting Donations 

Motion Rahier, second Palmer to adopt Resolution No. 20230719-02 Accepting donation for Panther 

Park: $1,000 from Methven Funeral Home.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Resolution No. 20230719-03 Supporting TIF for Historic Sandstone School 

The City adopted a similar resolution in 2022 as required to support the February 1, 2023 application to the 

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development Redevelopment Grant program.  That 

grant was awarded and the City is submitting another application for the August 1, 2023 grant opportunity. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Riley to adopt Resolution No. 20230719-03 Supporting Tax Increment 

Financing for the redevelopment of the Historic Sandstone School.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

City Hall Upstairs Bathroom 

City Hall is an unusual building.  The City Hall portion is a 2-story split level building.  The Library 

addition (which used to be the Fire Hall) is 1-story, above ground.  The bathrooms that serve the entire 

building are located in the Library 1-story addition.  Tenants and customers/clients on the 2nd story of the 

City Hall portion of the building have to navigate one stairwell down and then another stairwell up to reach 

the bathrooms; or they could take the elevator (which many people are hesitant to do).  This causes 

confusion and frustration for these people.   

 

Historically, there used to be a bathroom on the City Hall level, in what is now the CSP and Building 

Official office.  In meeting with Lundberg’s Plumbing & Heating, it was determined that it is possible to 

run the sewer and water upstairs (2nd story of the City Hall portion) and create a new unisex bathroom in 
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Room 205, which was part of the DMV office (before the DMV moved over to Room 202).  Lundberg’s 

estimate for the plumbing work is $9,990.00.   

 

Ty Johnson is able to do the construction work – build and insulate a wall to enclose room 205, remove the 

carpet and put down tile and baseboard, remove shelving, cap 2 electrical outlets, change the light fixture, 

replace the door lock, add a fan.  Ty’s work is billed hourly plus materials. 

 

Motion Rahier, second Riley to accept the proposal from Lundberg’s Plumbing and Heating and to 

hire Ty Johnson for construction necessary to create an ADA accessible unisex bathroom facility on 

the upper floor of the City Hall building.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

JW Bldg Community Center Bathroom 

The John Wright Building has become a hub of activity in the community, housing the Public Works 

Department, the Day Care Center and the Community Center.  The way the building is laid out, the 

bathrooms are located in the Public Works Department and in the Day Care Center.  There is no access to 

the bathrooms in the PW Department from the Community Center, leaving only the Day Care Center 

bathrooms for patrons of the Community Center.  This causes a problem because the public is not allowed 

into the Day Care Center spaces unless they have gone through an in-depth background check.  At this 

time, the Day Care Center is operating until 5:00 p.m.  Meetings have been taking place in the Community 

Center during the days/times when the Day Care Center is operating.  Not having access to restrooms has 

become an issue.  Everyone’s Table has been providing a port-a-potty outside the Community Center door 

to help alleviate the conflict – although, this is not ideal as many of the people visiting the Community 

Center are elderly. 

 

PW Director Hiler and Administrator George have been looking at possible locations for a unisex bathroom 

that would serve the Community Center, and they met with an architect to “map out” several potential 

options.  Of these options, we determined that the best option is to locate the new bathroom in a portion of 

the PW garage, under the mezzanine.  Lundberg’s Plumbing & Heating was contacted to determine if 

sewer and water could be brought to this location under the mezzanine.  They have determined that they 

can bring it from the PW garage, through the floor.  They provided an estimate of $16,450 for their portion 

of the work.  Ty Johnson is able to construct the room.  He charges hourly for his services plus materials.  

Architect Kangas is working on the design of the bathroom, which will be unisex and ADA compliant. 

 

At the July 11th Board Meeting of Everyone’s Table, they voted to contribute half of the plumbing cost for 

this project, $8,225.  Council members concurred that the bathroom to serve the community center is 

needed.  They expressed appreciation for the partnership with Everyone’s Table on this project.  

 

Motion Rahier, second Riley to accept the proposal from Lundberg’s Plumbing and Heating and to 

hire Ty Johnson for construction necessary to create an ADA accessible unisex bathroom facility at 

the John Wright Building to serve the Community Center.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

City Hall Council Chambers 

With the Sandstone Public Library soon vacating City Hall and moving to their new location in the former 

PHASE building, the Council discussed the use of the Library space.  All agreed that the Library space will 

be repurposed for the City Council meeting room, and for meeting space that can be used by the 

community. 

 

The City has been approached by two entities who are looking for a new “home” for their establishments.  

The American Legion would like to relocate from the Cross Church downtown to the City Hall/former 
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Library space, holding their meetings there and storing their supplies, flags, gun safe, etc.  The Sandstone 

Area Chamber of Commerce would like to change their official address to the City Hall building.  They 

would continue to use their PO Box for their mail.  They would like to hold meetings at City Hall, put a 

Chamber sign on the meeting room door, and store their supplies in the Library space. 

 

Administrator George reported that there are two good-sized storage rooms in the Library space, in the 

south portion of the building.  These spaces are in addition to the Library office.  Consensus of the Council 

was to move forward with allowing the American Legion and the Sandstone Area Chamber to hold 

meetings and store supplies in a portion of the vacated Library space.  Administrator George will draft use 

agreements for each entity and bring them to the August Council meeting for review and approval. 

     

Ordinance No. 20230719-03 Enacting Code of Ordinances 

The City enlisted the services of American Legal Publishing to codify all City Ordinances/Codes – this 

includes incorporating new ordinances, updating the index and tables as needed, reformatting the pages into 

a new typestyle, printing complete copies of the entire code book, legal review/updating of the codes, 

addresses inconsistencies between sections of code and with state statutes, reorganizing and renumbering, 

etc.  The code will be posted on the internet in a searchable format.  Future changes will be sent to 

American Legal Publishing staff to keep the code updated. 

 

Motion Riley, second Palmer to adopt Ordinance No. 20230719-03 Enacting a Code of Ordinances 

for the City of Sandstone, Revising, Amending, Restating, Codifying and Compiling Certain Existing 

General Ordinances of the Political Subdivision Dealing with Subjects Embraced in Such Code of 

Ordinances, and Declaring an Emergency; and further adopting Ordinance No. 20230719-04 

Summary Publication.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

 

City Engineer – Project Updates 

SEH Engineer Greg Anderson provided the following updates: 

 

 Water Treatment Plant Improvements (Well #1 & Generator Replacement) 

• The new generator installation has been delayed until September 

• SEH and City staff met with the generator supplier and contractor to confirm delivery  

• Another extension of the DEED grant is needed 

 

Motion Palmer, second Rahier to approve Change Order No. 2 on the Water Treatment Plant 

Improvement Project to extend the final completion date of the project to November 3, 2023.  

Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Forcemain to Wastewater Ponds Testing/Inspection 

• The existing gate valves have been exercised without issue 

• Air release valves will be replaced in July 

 

I-35 Utility Improvements 

• MN DOT has issued a permit for work in the MN DOT right-of-way 

• Work is planned for early August and is expected to take about 3 weeks 

• The final completion date is October 15 

 



 

City Council Meeting Minutes – July 19, 2023 

Page 6 of 11 

Wastewater Pond – Phosphorus Treatment Improvements 

• SEH submitted a draft facility plan to the MPCA as part of the IUP request for funding 

• A public hearing is required for the IUP process to consider the facility plan 

 

Motion Riley, second Palmer to set a public hearing on August 16 at 6:00 p.m. on the Wastewater 

Treatment Facilities Plan.  Motion carried 4-0. 

  

Sandstone Library Project 

 

 Miscellaneous Updates 

LHB has issued the Certificate of Substantial Completion.  Since last month’s report, the (3) height 

adjustable tables have been installed, carpet platforms for the children’s area have been received, and 

the podium has been received.  Otherwise, the project completion is held up by Minnesota IT, who 

provide internet services to East Central Regional Library.  Hopefully, they will wrap up their work 

this week, which will then allow BCI to finish up their work. 

   

REPORTS: 

 

Community Service Partner  

Sirena Samuelson reported on the following: 

• There are 65 rental properties 

o of 5 new rental properties, 1 has passed inspection, 1 is scheduled for inspection, 2 currently 

have no renters, and 1 is unfinished 

• 2 landlords have not turned in paperwork or the registration fee 

• 2 landlords have turned in paperwork, but not the registration fee 

• 1 landlord said they are not renting; however, they appear to be renting 

• Correction order follow ups will begin in the fall 

• 69 grass letters have been sent 

o 17 properties have not complied; the City crew will mow them and the property owners will 

be charged 

• 10 letters have been sent regarding junk in yards 

o 3 have been abated 

o 1 is scheduled for abatement 

o The City has contracted with Elliott’s Lawncare to clean up abated properties 

• 2 letters were sent regarding expired vehicle tabs 

• working with one resident regarding the placement of a mud truck/recreational vehicle 

• 1 RV without tabs and license plate has been removed 

• 9 dog issues were addressed 

o 1 dog spent a few days in the pound 

• Miscellaneous letters were sent regarding shipping containers and securing of an abandoned house 

• met with Administrator George and Charles Slama about expectations for cleaning up his property; 

Mr. Slama has applied for a Conditional Use Permit to operate a salvage auto parts business 

• 1 block party was held; another is scheduled; and there will possibly be another one scheduled 

• Feedback on the Yard of the Month program has been positive 

• talked with the County about the property just north of town, outside of City limits; the property is 

going through the foreclosure process and the tenants are supposed to be out by the end of the year  
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Sheriff’s Deputy Report – June 2023 

Sheriff Nelson reported that Carter Lagergren is the new Sandstone Deputy.  He also discussed the 

upcoming contract renewal, stating that the Deputy Union contracts are currently being negotiated with the 

County; therefore, he doesn’t know what the rate will be yet for 2024, but he suspects that there will be an 

increase.  Sheriff Nelson also asked the Council to consider increasing the contracted hours; however, the 

Council did not express a desire to do that.  The Sheriff’s Department logged 301 calls in Sandstone during 

June.   

 

Fire Department  

Fire Chief Chaz Mann reported as follows: 

• the Department had 14 calls in June: 6 medical, 1 hay trailer fire, 2 motor vehicle accidents with 

injuries, 2 without, 1 CO2 leak, 1 gas leak, and 1 false alarm 

• training was conducted on emergency evacuation 

• firefighters have been spending their work/meeting nights cleaning up and getting ready for Quarry 

Days; items are ready for sale on public auction 

• the previously postponed training burn was cancelled due to the air quality alert, and now the 

owners have decided they can’t wait for a new date, they need to move forward with their 

development plans  

• another training burn opportunity has come up – FCI would like to burn down two old wooden 

towers; a DNR permit has been applied for 

• the Pine County Mutual Aid meeting is coming up, all 11 Fire Departments will be represented; 

Chaz plans to bring up the idea of developing a county-wide training facility for live burn training; 

he will also ask for discussion on providing scene security on the Highway 

• Grants 

o FEMA has requested more information from the Department regarding the grant for air 

packs, which is a good sign 

o Mann will apply for $4,000 from the North Pine County Hospital District to purchase 10 

pagers, he will present at their July 25th meeting 

o Mann will apply for $2,000 from Essentia Health for EMS supplies 

• Mann is moving forward with creating a Rescue Unit, which operates like First Responders; they 

are not part of the Relief Association unless they join the Fire Department as firefighters; he is 

working on creating a policy and on obtaining equipment 

• The Department continues to work on recruiting and will plan to have a booth at National Night 

Out, Quarry Days and Oktoberfest; they purchased a branded tent and tablecloth to draw attention; 

they are also working on a social media campaign 

• If the timing works out, the new Fire Truck could be here in time to be in the Quarry Days parade 

 

Relief Association 2nd Quarter Report 

The Relief Association met on July 17th; the Quarterly Report was provided.  Administrator George 

reported that the Department has a projected funding ratio at 12/31/2023 of 167%, they have a 

projected surplus of $153,512. 

 

Resolution No. 20230719-04 Benefit Level Increase 

The Sandstone Fire Department members participate in the Sandstone Fire Relief Association.  The 

main purpose of the Relief Association is to provide retirement benefits for the firefighters.  

Members are vested once they have been with the Department for 5 years.  The benefit is not 

available until the firefighter reaches age 50. 
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Since 2007, the benefit level for retirement has been $1,750 for each year of service.  Prior to that, it 

was $1,500.    

 

Effective January 1, 2023, the Relief Association, with the City’s approval, transferred their 

retirement funds to the Statewide Volunteer Firefighter Plan, which is administered by the Public 

Employees Retirement Association (PERA).  PERA allows each Relief Association to request a 

benefit increase once per year, after requesting a Benefit Level Increase Cost Analysis. 

 

A Benefit Level Increase Cost Analysis was then conducted, showing what the results would be 

with benefit levels of $2,000, $2,200, $2,400 and $2,500.  The projected funding ratios are from 

158% (for $2,000) to $128% (for $2,500).  After review and discussion at the July 17th Relief 

Association meeting, the members voted to increase the benefit level to $2,500.  This increase 

would not take effect until January 1, 2024. A Council resolution is required. 

 

Motion Riley, second Palmer to adopt Resolution No. 20230719-04 Opting to Increase the 

Benefit Level for Firefighters who are Vested in the Statewide Volunteer Firefighter Plan.  

Motion carried 4-0. 

 

EDA Meeting – June 28, 2023 

• The EDA approved additional work on the True Value building in the amount of $201,841.25 

• The EDA adopted a resolution supporting the submission of the Minnesota Management & Budget 

Capital Budget Request for redevelopment of the auditorium portion of the Historic Sandstone 

School 

• Pay Application #2 was approved for Gardner Builders regarding the Historic Sandstone School 

plans and specifications for the roof replacement project 

• The proposal from Braun Intertec to provide geotechnical services on the Historic Sandstone School 

project was accepted 

• The proposal from Windsor Engineers for Geo-Exchange Feasibility Study services for the Historic 

Sandstone School was accepted and will be paid for from a grant received by the Initiative 

Foundation 

• Various updates were provided 

 

Park & Rec Commission Meeting – July 14, 2023 

• The Commission recommended the City Council approve the 2023 Service Agreement with the 

Sandstone Flower & Garden Club 

• The Commission recommended the City Council approve the 2023 Service Agreement for the 210 

Gallery & Art Center 

• Annual events were discussed 

• Various updates were provided 

 

2023 Service Agreement – Sandstone Flower and Garden Club 

 

Each year, the City has been entering into a Service Agreement with the Sandstone Flower & Garden 

Club for $500.  This amount is included in the Park Fund budget.  In return for these funds, the 

Sandstone Flower & Garden Club takes care of the gardens in front of the Post Office, the Evangelical 

Free Church, the Veteran’s Memorial garden, and they plant and place the flower barrels throughout the 

downtown area.    
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Motion Palmer, second Riley to approve the 2023 Service Agreement with the Sandstone Flower 

& Garden Club.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

2023 Service Agreement – 210 Gallery and Art Center 

Each year, the City has been entering into a Service Agreement with the 210 Gallery and Arts Center 

(formerly, Old School Arts Center) for $1,000.  This amount is included in the Park Fund budget.  In 

return for these funds, the Art Center provides a venue for artists, including performing artists, space for 

meetings and social gatherings, art classes and presentations. 

 

Motion Rahier, second Riley to approve the 2023 Service Agreement with 210 Gallery and Arts 

Center.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Robinson Park Project 

 Change Order Nos. 1 and 2 

Change Order Nos. 1 and 2 were presented to the Council for the Robinson Quarry Park Legacy Grant 

Project.  Change Order No. 1 is for clearing and grubbing 24 additional trees for $9,600.  Change Order 

No. 2 is to provide electricity to the picnic shelter for $2,937.   

 

Motion Palmer, second Rahier to approve change orders for the Robinson Quarry Park Legacy 

Grant Project: Change Order No. 1 for $9,600 to clear and grub 24 additional trees, Change Order 

No. 2 for $2,937 to provide electricity to the picnic shelter.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Services Agreement: Molly Krakowski – Prevailing Wage Reporting 

Since this project is funded with Legacy Grant dollars, prevailing wage requirements are in place.  

These services were not included in LHB’s scope of work.  Molly Krakowski has performed these 

services for the City on other projects.  She is willing to conduct the prevailing wage reviews and 

reporting requirements on this project for $65 per hour. 
 

Motion Spartz, second Riley to approve the Services Agreement with Molly Krakowski to provide 

prevailing wage reporting services on the Robinson Quarry Park Legacy Grant Project.  Motion 

carried 4-0.   

 

Resolution No. 20230719-05 Supporting Grant Application 

Legacy Grant Applications are due July 31st.  The Park Commission would like to submit an application for 

work that was not able to be completed with the Phase 1 and Phase 1(a) projects.  A resolution of support is 

required. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Rahier to adopt Resolution No. 20230719-05 Supporting the Legacy Grant 

Application for Phase 2 of the Robinson Quarry Park improvement project.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Library Report – June, 2023 

Librarian Josh Menter provided a written report.  The Library had 747 visitors and 308 reference questions 

were answered during the month.  The Summer Discovery Program is going really well, as well as 

storytimes.  Both teen and adult DND continue. 

 

Building Inspection Report – June, 2023 

Permits issued in June: 5 building and 3 right-of-way.  Currently, there are 7 ongoing building and 4 

ongoing right-of-way projects in town.  
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Public Works Director Report – June, 2023 

Public Works Director Hiler reported that, in addition to routine tasks, the crew graded gravel roads and 

alleys, mowed ditches and road shoulders, swept streets, coordinated improvements at Johnson Park, 

Robinson Quarry Park, Eagle Field, Memorial Tree Garden, and Panther Park, supported Arts in the Park. 

A fire hydrant was installed at the Fire Hall.  The Sandstone sign at Casey’s was refreshed.  Equipment 

maintenance included refurbished starter and new battery for the JD tractor/mower, replaced faulty 

solenoid & battery on the Cub Z Force mower, as well as general maintenance of all equipment currently in 

use.  Hiler also oversaw and coordinated the replacement of the 10” watermain in Robinson Quarry Park, 

creation of an access to the sewer forcemain structure going to the sewer ponds, exercising of the sewer 

forcemain gate valves, jetting and televising the sewer lines that service the Historic Sandstone School, and 

the phosphorus reduction pilot/trial study. 

 

 Summer Helper 

Gerald Erickson was hired as the Summer Helper for $16.00/hour.  This is his 3rd year of working with 

the City.  Unfortunately, Gerald was involved in a traffic accident and has been injured.  He is not able 

to continue with the Summer Helper position for the rest of this season.  Geneva Vork has expressed 

interest in the position.  PW Director Hiler met with her and a background check has been conducted, 

we are waiting to receive the results of the drivers license check.  She has also completed the physical. 

 

Motion Riley, second Rahier to hire Geneva Vork for the Summer Helper position in the Public 

Works Department with a wage of $15.00/hour.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

PeopleService Report – June, 2023 

A written report was provided.  The inspection on the water tower was competed; we are waiting for 

the report.  Replaced the leaking curb stop at 326 Minnesota.  A sewer backup at 422 5th Street was 

determined to be in the service line. A main circuit disconnect handle had to be replaced on Lift 

Station #3. 

 

Financial Reports 

Motion Palmer, second Rahier to approve the June financial reports: Cash Balance, Revenue & 

Expenditure Report; the Total Residual Income/Loss Report; and A/P Clerk Claims in the total 

amount of $365,144.60.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: None 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: The Administrator reported on the following items: 

 

Public Surplus Auction 

➢ Used Loader Tires; listed 4/28/2023; relisted 6/10/2023; no bids, will be disposed of 

➢ Stihl Trimmer FS-50C (2); listed 4/28/2023; relisted 6/10/2023; no bids, will be disposed of 

 

Miscellaneous Expenditures 

➢ Install dedicated circuit box for Community Center: $860 

➢ MPJ Enterprises: install fire hydrant @ Fire Hall: $7,835 

➢ MPJ Enterprises: Install culvert/make approach by prison: $12,119.75 

 

Small Cities Development Block Grant – Housing & Commercial Property Redevelopment 

➢ Environmental work was turned in to DEED a month ago; waiting for updated status 
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2024 Budget Work Session 

➢ The budget work session was scheduled for August 30, 2023 at 4:30 p.m. 

 

Mondays in May Spring Clean Up 

 
 Metal Monday Tired on Monday Miscellaneous Monday TOTAL EXPENSE 

2018 Unknown 6.18 tons 7.38 tons 
Plus 85 mattresses 

$2,237.29 

2019 7.68 tons 9.81 tons 6.84 tons 
Plus 83 mattresses 

$2,308.31 

2020 7.01 tons 4.16 tons 8.57 tons 
Plus 85 mattresses 

$1,997.40 

2021 7.83 tons 3.51 tons 15 tons 
Plus 64 mattresses 

$2,579.31 

2022 5.92 tons 2.37 tons 6.26 tons 
Plus 62 mattresses 

$1,186.41 

2023 4.84 tons 4.12 tons 9.22 tons 
Plus 40 mattresses and 

2 appliances 

 
$1,414.05 

 

ADJOURN 

Motion Riley, second Palmer to adjourn at 9:02 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

____________________________    ____________________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor        Kathy George, Administrator 

 


