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Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes 

August 16, 2023 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 p.m.   

 

ROLL CALL:  Peter Spartz, Julena Rahier, Val Palmer, Randy Riley, Cassie Gaede 

Members absent: None 

Staff present: Administrator Kathy George; Community Service Partner Sirena Samuelson 

Others present: Fire Chief Chaz Mann, Deputy Carter Lagergren, Joshua Klepsa, FCI Warden Mark King, 

Chris Davis with North Pine County News, SEH Engineers Greg Anderson, Caleb Weber, and John Friel 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Motion Gaede, second Rahier to approve the Agenda with the addition of 210 Gallery & Art Center 

Temporary Liquor License Applications.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

PETITIONS, COMPLAINTS, OR COMMENTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL 

MEMBERS: Council Members noted the huge success of Quarry Days this past weekend and extended 

appreciation to all involved. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING/ PRESENTATIONS:  

 

Public Hearing: Wastewater Treatment Facilities Plan 

Motion Riley, second Gaede to open the public hearing to consider adopting a Wastewater Facilities 

Plan at 6:05 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

The City is taking on a project to reduce the phosphorus level at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  City 

staff have been working with SEH engineers on the plans, and are currently testing the use of chemicals 

being applied during the discharge process.  Positive results have been received. 

 

The City is applying for grant funding from the MN Public Facilities Authority Point Source 

Implementation Program.  SEH Engineer John Friel explained that the Wastewater Facilities Plan is 

required to secure the funding and to meet PCA requirements regarding environmental projections.  With 

regard to the wastewater treatment facility, Friel stated that the City has 3 lift stations that contribute to the 

ponds, and the Federal prison has 1 lift station.   

 

The MN PCA has established limits for phosphorus as part of the NPDES permitting process.  The City has 

been working with SEH to come up with a process that will help the City meet these limits.  Friel stated 

that three options were considered: chemical addition at the ponds, mechanical clarifier with chemical 

addition at the ponds, and regionalization.  Chemical addition at the ponds is the most economical and has 

proven to be effective. 

 

Friel estimated that the sewer rate impact on customers will be approximately $0.53 per month, assuming 

that an 80% grant and a 20% low-interest loan is received for the project.  He estimated annual operations 

and materials costs to increase the sewer rate by approximately $3.51 per month. 
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Friel stated that the funding application has been submitted to the PFA, with MPCA certification expected 

by August 31st.  A second trial chemical addition process will be conducted with the fall discharge.  

Bidding for the project could occur in early 2024 with construction completed in the fall of 2024. 

 

Construction consists of installing a shelter, a tank for the chemical, pumps, and piping to move the 

chemical from the tank to the ponds during the spring and fall discharge processes. 

 

Mayor Spartz called for any comments from the public.  No comments were received. 

   

Motion Riley, second Gaede, to close the public hearing at 6:25 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Riley to adopt Resolution No. 20230816-01 Authorizing the City to Submit a 

Point Source Implementation Grant Application to the MN PFA, and further to adopt Resolution 

No. 20230816-03 Approving a Wastewater Treatment Facilities Plan.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Motion Palmer, second Gaede to approve the minutes from the July 19, 2023 Regular Council 

Meeting.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Chris Ketchmark: Fee Dispute 

The Sandstone Fire Department responded to a fire call on January 19, 2022 at 301 Commercial Avenue 

North (the chiropractor’s office) in Sandstone.  At some point during the fire-fighting efforts, the Fire 

Department called in an excavator (Jones Construction Services).  The City paid the excavator bill, and sent 

an invoice to Mr. Ketchmark for reimbursement.  Mr. Ketchmark disputed the bill.  Staff reviewed the 

matter and sent a letter to Mr. Ketchmark dated July 27, 2023.   

 

Fire Chief Mann explained that the excavator was called in to help the Firefighters get to the seat of the 

fire.  They were already draining the water tower to try and put out the flames, but they needed to remove 

the brick exterior of the building to get to the seat.  He reiterated that the structure was brought down for 

safety reasons. 

 

Council Members reviewed the correspondence and information provided.  Mr. Ketchmark was not present 

at the meeting.  Council Members noted that the issue of excavator bills being sent to property owners for 

reimbursement has been discussed before and the Council had previously agreed that the expense should be 

passed on to the property owner. 

 

Motion Gaede, second Rahier to deny the appeal of Chris Ketchmark regarding reimbursement of 

the excavator bill that was incurred for the January 19, 2022 fire call concerning 301 Commercial 

Avenue North.  Motion carried 4-0, with Council Member Palmer abstaining because she was 

employed by Ketchmark at the time of the fire. 

 

Resolution No. 20230816-02 Accepting Donations 

Motion Riley, second Palmer to adopt Resolution No. 20230816-02 Accepting donations for Panther 

Park ($2,200.17), Mary Thorvig Memorial Tree Garden ($200.00), and Quarry Days ($28.00).  

Motion carried 5-0. 
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Feasibility Study: Basswood Court Development 

Tom Jensen owns the 12 lots that have been platted on Basswood Court.  He and Administrator George 

have been discussing options for creating a housing development for quite some time now.  The stumbling 

block always comes down to extending City sewer and water to the property to service all 12 lots, along 

with the access road and cul-de-sac expenses. 

 

George stated that it would be helpful to have the City Engineer conduct a feasibility study to determine the 

costs involved in providing a public street and City sewer and water service.  Once those costs are known, 

the City and Jensen can discuss how best to accomplish the work and how to distribute the costs.  SEH 

Engineer Greg Anderson presented a proposal for providing engineering services for $5,800.  George stated 

that the City allows for $20,000 in the annual budget for Housing. 

 

Motion Riley, second Palmer to approve the proposal for engineering services in the amount of 

$5,800 to conduct a feasibility study to determine the costs involved in providing a public street and 

City sewer and water service to the Basswood Court development.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Public Use of Cannabis 

By enacting 2023 Session Law, Chapter 63, H.F. No. 100, the Minnesota Legislature passed the adult-use 

cannabis bill.  Under that bill, the adult use, possession, and personal growing of cannabis became legal 

August 1, 2023.  State legislation authorizes adoption of a local ordinance establishing a petty misdemeanor 

offense for public use of cannabis.  Pine County is holding a hearing on September 5th to consider their 

proposed ordinance regulating the use of cannabis and cannabis derived products in public places.  The 

County ordinance is not effective within city limits.  Previously, the City Council expressed interest in 

establishing a similar ordinance.  The ordinance that is being considered by Pine County was provided for 

Council information and consideration.   

 

Resident Joshua Klepsa was present to express support for cannabis businesses, stating that the City could 

create a dispensary and raise extra money.  Klepsa was informed that the City passed a Moratorium last 

month on the creation of cannabis businesses so that the issue can be studied and so that any decisions or 

procedures regarding these businesses can wait until the State’s Office of Cannabis Management is created 

and more information is available.  

 

The Council decided to table this item until after the County adopts their ordinance.  Council Members 

expressed interest in having the City ordinance mirror the County’s ordinance. 

     

Corporate Authorization Resolution: Northview Bank 

Motion Gaede, second Spartz to approve the Corporate Authorization Resolution for Northview 

Bank, removing Leaha Jackson as an authorized agent and adding Madlyn Novak, and reconfirming 

Peter Spartz, Cassie Gaede, Kathy George, Alana Tyson, and Charles Koch also as authorized 

agents.  Motion carried 4-0, with Rahier abstaining because she is employed by Northview Bank. 

 

Corporate Authorization Resolution: Members Cooperative Credit Union 

Motion Gaede, second Palmer to approve the Corporate Authorization Resolution for Members 

Cooperative Credit Union, removing Leaha Jackson as an authorized agent and adding Madlyn 

Novak and Charles Koch, and reconfirming Peter Spartz, Cassie Gaede, Kathy George, and Alana 

Tyson also as authorized agents.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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210 Gallery & Art Center Temporary Liquor Licenses 

Motion Gaede, second Rahier to approve temporary liquor licenses for 210 Gallery & Art Center 

events scheduled for October 6th and December 31st, 2023.  Motion carried 5-0.     

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

 

City Engineer – Project Updates 

SEH Engineer Greg Anderson provided the following updates: 

 

 Water Treatment Plant Improvements (Well #1 & Generator Replacement) 

• The City received the signed DEED amendment adjusting the grant deadline to December 31, 2023, 

due to the delay in the generator delivery 

 

Forcemain to Wastewater Ponds Testing/Inspection 

• The existing gate valves have been exercised without issue 

• Air release valves were replaced without issue 

 

I-35 Utility Improvements 

• The Pre-Construction meeting took place August 10th 

• The property owner was given easements for review and signature (not returned yet) 

• Work will start in September; equipment is being stored at the Public Works shop 

• The final completion date is October 15 

 

Wastewater Pond – Phosphorus Treatment Improvements 

• SEH submitted a draft facility plan to the MPCA as part of the IUP request for funding; MPCA 

responded with “no comments” 

• PeopleService will conduct another trial dosing period as part of the fall pond discharge 

 

Sandstone Library Project 

 

LHB prepared the list of closeout submittals required.  A final walk through with the engineer is scheduled 

for August 22nd.   

 

Change Orders to date have been: 

• CO#1 Add hot water recirculation pump:       $  9,989.00 

• CO#2 Replace Emergency Exit Lights:          $  1,605.00 

• CO#3 Replace rotted exterior wood trim:       $  2,369.00 

• CO#4 Add heat tape to gutters/down spouts:  $28,270.00 

• CO#5 Deduct for unnecessary floor box:        ($1,125.00) 

 

Original Contract Price for Construction Work:         $1,213,000.00 

Plus above-stated change orders:                                $     41,108.00 

New Contract Sum for Construction Work:               $1,254,108.00 

 

Total Construction Contingency available: $80,192.00.  Staff is checking to see if the remaining 

contingency funds can be applied towards the furniture, fixtures and equipment. 

 



 

City Council Meeting Minutes – August 16, 2023 

Page 5 of 12 

Motion Palmer, second Riley to approve Change Orders #1 through #5 in the total amount of 

$41,108.00 for the Library Remodeling Project.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

BCI has submitted Partial Payment Request No. 6 for work completed through May 31, 2023 in the amount 

of $43,699.23.  Retainage after this payment is made is $60,650.06. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Rahier to approve Payment Request No. 6 from BCI in the amount of 

$43,699.23 for work completed through May 31, 2023 on the Library Remodeling Project.  Motion 

carried 5-0. 

 

The City is responsible for cleaning and maintaining the new library building.  Ty Johnson has agreed to 

perform these services for $1,840 per month for the daily, weekly, and monthly services; plus $500/year for 

seasonal duties and $15/hour for light building maintenance duties.  Administrator George presented the 

proposed Library Cleaning Services Agreement for approval. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Gaede to approve the Library Cleaning Services Agreement with T-N-T 

Cleaning for cleaning and maintaining the new library building at 106 Main Avenue.  Motion carried 

5-0. 

   

REPORTS: 

 

Community Service Partner  

Sirena Samuelson reported on the following: 

• There are now 66 rental properties (1 new one) 

o All but 2 have paid their registration fee 

• 3 correction orders from last year are still outstanding 

• 102 grass letters have been sent so far this year 

o 27 properties have not complied; the City crew will mow them and the property owners will 

be charged 

• 4 letters have been sent regarding junk in yards 

• 1 property nuisance has been abated 

o The City is contracting with Elliott’s Lawncare to help clean up properties 

• 2 vehicle letters have been sent 

• 3 vehicles have been towed 

o The City is contracting with Brook Park Automotive to tow and store vehicles 

• 1 RV letter was sent 

• 1 Miscellaneous items letter was sent 

• 24 nuisance calls have been attended to (dogs, garbage, etc.) 

• Inspecting properties to ensure address numbers are visible 

• Had a booth at National Night Out and provided information 

• A neighborhood block party is planned for this weekend and another planned for August 26th  

o Samuelson asked for and was given permission to close off Court Avenue between 4th and 

5th for the August 26th block party 

 

Sheriff’s Deputy Report – July 2023 

The Sheriff’s Department logged 280 calls in Sandstone during July.  Council Members noted 

disappointment that there was very little coverage from the Sheriff’s Department in Sandstone over the 
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Quarry Days weekend.   

 

Fire Department  

Fire Chief Chaz Mann reported as follows: 

• the Department had 19 calls in July: 12 medical, 2 motor vehicle accidents, 1 gas leak, 1 vehicle 

fire, 2 canceled en route, and 1 water leak; the Department has had 98 calls so far this year, 

compared to 103 calls for all of 2022 

• training was conducted on tender placement and water pump operations 

• Quarry Days went well, although waterball was canceled 

• The Department had a booth at National Night Out and at Quarry Days and they received interest 

from potential firefighters 

• A lot of interest has been shown in the rescue operations; the Department is working on a policy 

• The Department is revising attendance requirements 

• Mann will attend the August 24th North Pine Area Hospital District board meeting, asking for a 

$4,000 grant for 10 pagers 

• The Department received a $2,000 grant from MN Energy for gas and CO monitors 

• They have been asked for more information regarding the Assistance to Firefighters Grant 

application for air packs; no movement on the application for a ladder truck 

• Engine 823 was having starter issues, but it is working good now 

• The Rescue pickup truck is at Vork’s for ball joint work 

• Firefighters are working on unfinished projects regarding DNR equipment grants and fire hall 

improvements 

• Unwanted items will be placed on the public auction website 

• The SCBA room is being converted for the new extractor equipment 

• Council Members discussed concerns with the firefighters providing scene security on Interstate 35; 

perhaps the City can host a meeting with representatives from the State Patrol, MN DOT, area fire 

departments, and the Sheriff’s office to discuss procedures 

 

Planning Commission Meeting – August 9, 2023 

Conditional Use Permit: Charles Slama 

The City received an application for a Conditional Use Permit from Charles Slama.  Slama owns 

(and resides at) 202 State Highway 23 S.  He would like to operate a used vehicle parts operation 

(salvage auto parts) and scrap metal processor.   

 

The property is zoned Highway Mixed Use.  City Code 515.17, subdivision 4, requires a 

Conditional Use for “all other similar commercial and retail uses that are not listed as permitted or 

conditional uses” in the Highway Mixed Use District.  Used vehicle parts operation or salvage auto 

parts are not listed as a permitted use, an interim use, or a conditional use; however, auto sales and 

service, is allowed as a permitted use.  The Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on 

August 9th.  

 

According to M.S. 168.27, a used vehicle parts dealer licensee may sell, solicit, or advertise the sale 

of used parts and the remaining scrap metals, but is prohibited from selling any new or used motor 

vehicles for use at retail or for resale to a dealer. 

 

A scrap metal processor can acquire hulks (a motor vehicle that is incapable, under its own power, 

of moving and is incapable of transporting persons or property and has had any valuable parts 



 

City Council Meeting Minutes – August 16, 2023 

Page 7 of 12 

removed) for the purpose of processing and selling the metal for re-melting.  Must also possess a 

used vehicle parts dealer license. 

 

Mr. Slama is working with the State to secure the Used Vehicle Parts Dealer license.  The State 

requirements include insurance, making files available for review, and a separate address, or suite 

number, for the commercial operation. 

 

Community Service Partner Sirena Samuelson has been working with Mr. Slama to address various 

code violations on the property. Specifically, the accumulation and storage of solid waste, refuse, 

wood, metal, appliances, tires, junk piles, miscellaneous items and parts that have no further use, 

fire code violations.  There are also requirements for the apartment where Mr. Slama’s son is living, 

as well as addressing the many recreational vehicles on the property. 

 

After review and discussion, the Planning Commission recommends the City Council approve the 

Conditional Use Permit for Charles Slama to operate a used vehicle parts operation (salvage auto 

parts) and scrap metal processor operation at 202 State Highway 23 South based on the following 

findings of facts: 

 

1. The use will not create an excessive burden on existing parks, schools, streets and other 

public facilities that serve or are proposed to serve the area.  

2. The use is sufficiently compatible or separated by distance or screened from adjacent 

residentially zoned or used land so that existing homes will not depreciate in value and there 

will be no deterrence to development of vacant land.  

3. The structure and site have an appearance that will not have an adverse effect upon adjacent 

residential properties.   

4. The use, in the opinion of the Planning Commission, is reasonably related to the overall 

needs of the city and to the existing land use.  

5. The use is consistent with the purposes of the zoning ordinance and the purposes of the 

zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the proposed use. 

6. The use is not in conflict with the comprehensive plan. 

7. The use will not cause traffic hazards or congestion. 

8. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, and necessary facilities are being provided.  

 

Commissioners further recommend the following conditions be placed on the Conditional Use 

Permit: 

 

a. The Grantee may operate a used vehicle parts operation (salvage parts operation) and 

conduct scrap metal processing on the Property.  Operations on the Property shall be limited 

to the following activities:  

i. Buying and acquiring vehicles for the purpose of dismantling the vehicle and selling 

used parts and the remaining scrap metals;  

ii. Acquiring hulks for the purpose of processing and selling the metal for re-melting. 

 

b. Grantee must obtain and maintain all licenses that are necessary to conduct the used vehicle 

parts operation and scrap metal processing on the Property, including but not limited to, 

Scrap Metal Processor License (required by Minnesota Statutes Section 168.27, subdivision 

3a and Minnesota Statutes Section 325E.21), Used Vehicle Parts Seller License (required by 

Minnesota Statutes Section 168.27, subdivision 3b), City junk dealer license, and any other 

applicable state, county, or city licenses. 
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c. Grantee operations on the Property must be in compliance with all of the requirements set 

forth in Minnesota Statutes Sections 168.27 and 325E.21 and other applicable state, federal, 

and local regulations relating to scrapped, dismantled, or destroyed vehicles, including, but 

not limited to, reporting requirements, vehicle title requirements, and record keeping 

requirements. 

 

d. Grantee operations on the Property must be in compliance with all applicable environmental 

requirements, including, but not limited to, Minnesota Statutes Section 115A.916 relating to 

motor vehicle fluids and filters, Minnesota Statutes Section 115A.902 relating to tires, 

Minnesota Statutes Section 116.92 relating to use of mercury and mercury emissions, and 

Minnesota Statutes Section 116.731 relating to the removal and recycling of 

Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). 

 

e. Grantee shall be limited only to purchasing, storing, and shipping batteries with respect to 

their operations on the Property.  Grantee shall not process any batteries on the Property.  

Grantee operations on the Property relating to batteries must be in compliance with all 

applicable state, federal and local regulations. 

 

f. All tires on the Property must be stored in accordance with MPCA requirements. 

 

g. No more than 50 vehicles are allowed on the property at one time; personal vehicles are 

excluded.  Grantee must provide proof of registration and insurance on personal vehicles in 

order to exclude them. 

 

h. Outside storage on the Property must be screened to effectively conceal it from the view of 

motorists.  The screening required may be effected by trees, shrubs, foliage, natural objects, 

fences or other appropriate means as determined by the Planning Commission.  A 15-foot 

buffer is required from the property line.  MN Department of Agriculture requirements will 

be considered when evaluation screening. 

 

i. Parking of trucks on the Property must meet the requirements set forth in the Sandstone City 

Code relating to the off-street parking of trucks.  Parking surfaces must meet the 

requirements of City Code. 

 

j. All signs located on the Property must be in conformance with the City’s sign regulations.  

Permits are required for certain types of signs. 

 

k. The crushing of vehicles and other materials shall take place only on Monday through 

Saturday during the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  All noise emanating from the Property 

must be in compliance with the City noise regulations, which are set forth in Section 645 of 

the Sandstone City Code. 

 

l. Grantee must control dust on the Property with the use of a water truck or chloride when 

informed to do so by the City. 

 

m. Grantee operations on the Property must be in conformance with all applicable state, federal, 

and local regulations, including the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and the 

Environmental Protection Agency. 
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n. Grantee shall monitor storm water runoff from the Property in order to determine if any on-

site treatment is required.  Grantee shall provide this information to the City when requested.  

The Property must meet the requirements of the City’s storm water regulations, which are 

set forth in the Sandstone City Code. 

 

o. Grantee shall construct containment areas on the Property for items such as fluids and storm 

water.  All containment areas must meet applicable state, federal and local requirements. 

 

p. Grantee shall not place any vehicle fluids in the City’s wastewater collection system.  No 

other materials or fluids which are prohibited by the City’s sewer regulations, shall be 

placed in the City’s wastewater collection system. 

 

q. Grantee operations on the Property shall meet performance standards set forth in Section 

515.17, subdivision 6, of the Sandstone City Code within the Highway Mixed Use District. 

 

r. Failure by the City to take action with respect to any violation of any condition, covenant, or 

term of this CUP shall not be deemed to be a waiver of such condition, covenant, or term or 

any subsequent violation of the same or any other condition, covenant, or term. 

 

s. Grantee shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and ordinances 

and obtain such other permits as may be required. 

 

t. The City may inspect the Property at all reasonable times for purposes of ensuring 

compliance with the conditions of this CUP. 

 

u. Grantee shall correct all defects on the Property which violate any of these conditions 

immediately, within 15 days after receipt of written notice from the City. 

 

v. The conditions of this CUP shall run with the Property and shall not in any way be affected 

by the subsequent sale, lease, or other change from current ownership of the Property and all 

references to the Grantee herein shall include all heirs, successors, and assigns. 

 

Council Members discussed the request, and the Planning Commission’s recommendation.  The 

amount of attorney fees the City has already incurred for clean up efforts on the property was noted.  

After discussion, it was felt that with the Conditional Use Permit, there are more requirements 

placed on the property and that it will help the clean up efforts. 

 

Motion Gaede, second Rahier to approve the Conditional Use Permit for Charles Slama to 

operate a used vehicle parts operation (salvage auto parts) and scrap metal processing at 202 

State Highway 23 S, considering the Findings of Facts reported by the Planning Commission, 

and including the 22 conditions recommended by the Planning Commission.  Motion carried 

5-0. 

  

Park & Rec Commission Meeting – August 11, 2023 

• The Commission recommended the City Council accept the donation from Kristy Barsness for the 

Mary Thorvig Memorial Tree Garden 

• The Commission recommended the City Council issue a Special Permit to the American Legion 

Post 151  
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• Annual events were discussed 

• Various updates were provided 

 

American Legion Post 151 Special Permit 

The City received a Special Event Permit Application from the American Legion Post 151 to hold their 

annual Post 151 Picnic in Train Park on Saturday, September 9th from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Estimated 

attendance is 30.  Participants of the picnic would like to bring beer and alcohol.  City Code 815.13 

states that use, consumption, display and presence of liquor and beer in parks requires a special permit 

from the City Council.  The Park Commission recommends the City Council issue a special permit for 

this event. 

 

Motion Gaede, second Palmer to issue a special permit to the American Legion Post 151 to allow 

the use, consumption, display and presence of liquor and beer at their annual picnic on 

September 9th from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 
Robinson Park Project 

 Forest Lake Contracting: Pay Application No. 1 

Forest Lake Contracting has submitted Pay Application No. #1 in the amount of $448,844.05 for work 

completed through July 28th (44% of the contract).  This Pay Application includes Change Orders #1 

($9,600) and #2 ($2,937).  Retainage of $23,623.37 is being held (5% of work completed to date). 
 

Motion Riley, second Rahier to approve Pay Application No. 1 for Forest Lake Contracting on the 

Robinson Park Project, including Change Order No. 1 for $9,600 to clear and grub 24 additional 

trees, and Change Order No. 2 for $2,937 to provide electricity to the picnic shelter in the total 

amount of $448,844.05.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Library Report – July, 2023 

Librarian Josh Menter provided a written report.  The Library had 724 visitors and answered 289 reference 

questions during the month.  Excellent turnout has been seen for the Kinder Konzerts Out and About and 

storytimes.  Both teen and adult DND continue. 

 

Building Inspection Report – July, 2023 

Permits issued in July: 5 building and 2 right-of-way.  Currently, there are 7 ongoing building and 4 

ongoing right-of-way projects in town.  

 

Public Works Director Report – July, 2023 

Public Works Director Hiler reported that, in addition to routine tasks, he is getting quotes for street 

repairs/replacement projects, Panther Park playground equipment was installed, electrical service is 

disconnected from the warming house building at Angle Park, the gazebo floor and broken spindles and 

light bulbs were replaced in the Train Park gazebo, electrical upgrades at the History Center occurred, new 

digital display sign by the Fire Hall is being installed, looking into developing a new road in the Cemetery, 

the Welcome to Sandstone sign by Anderson Recycling was improved, attended to a sprinkler system leak 

at Casey’s, and installed a new culvert/driveway by FCI to allow access to the air relief structure. 

 

 PeopleService Report – July, 2023 

A written report was provided.  Rags are still causing problems in Lift Station #3 by the Victory 

Station.  An emergency sewer service line was repaired on Lark Street. 
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Financial Reports 

Motion Palmer, second Gaede to approve the July financial reports: Cash Balance, Revenue & 

Expenditure Report; the Total Residual Income/Loss Report; and A/P Clerk Claims in the total 

amount of $495,503.91.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: None 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: The Administrator reported on the following items: 

 

Small Cities Development Block Grant – Housing & Commercial Property Redevelopment 

➢ Environmental work was turned in to DEED a month ago (June) 

➢ Upon follow up, the environmental work was “re-submitted” August 15th  
 

Quarry Kids Child Care Center Lease 

➢ The City has been allowing Quarry Kids Child Care Center the use of the JW Building at no charge 

until they get established; the Center has been open for just over a year now 

➢ Using the BNSF Lease as an example, the center uses 9,017 square feet of the JW Building x 4.36 per 

square foot = $39,314/year for the lease fee, or $3,276/month; perhaps a phased approach can be used 

to help the Center get used to paying rent, such as: 

▪ Effective 1/1/2024: 25% of the lease fee, or $819/month 

▪ Effective 1/1/2025: 50% of the lease fee, or $1,638/month 

▪ Effective 1/1/2026: 75% of the lease fee, or $2,457/month 

▪ Effective 1/1/2027: 100% of the lease fee, or $3,276/month 

➢ Council Members thought this is a good approach; they would like to know how much utilities 

actually are at the JW Building, and they would like to hear back from the Quarry Kids Child Care 

Center Board on their thoughts 
 

Public Safety Aid for Cities 

➢ The MN State Legislature enacted the 2023 Public Safety Aid 

➢ The aid amount is based on a formula and is a one-time allocation 

➢ Funds must be used to provide public safety, including community violence prevention and 

intervention programs; community engagement; mental health crisis responses; victim services; 

training programs; first responder wellness; equipment related to fire, rescue, and emergency services; 

or to pay other personnel or equipment costs 

➢ The aid may NOT be used for the employer contribution to public employees police and fire fund, 

any costs associated with alleged wrongdoing or misconduct, the purchase of an armored or tactical 

vehicle or substantially similar vehicle, the purchase of tear gas, chemical munitions, or substantially 

similar items, or the cost of construction, reconstruction, remodeling, expansion, or improvement of a 

police station, including related facilities 

➢ Sandstone will receive $97,495 by December 26, 2023 

➢ This will be discussed further at the Budget Work Session on August 30th  

 
Personnel Matters 

➢ Summer Helper Gerald Erickson is unable to return to work until he receives a doctor’s note releasing 

him from any restrictions 
 

City Hall – Office Hours 

➢ With no one opting to work four 10-hour days, and the difficulty in trying to shift schedules, City Hall 

hours have been changed back to 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 
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Miscellaneous Expenditures 

➢ Public Works: Used Jetter, $24,000 (we currently borrow Hinckley’s, which is not always convenient; 

plus, we would use the jetter more often for maintenance if we had our own) 

➢ Public Works: Used Chevy Silverado, $30,478 (vehicle is needed for bringing sewer/water into the 

department) 

➢ City Admin/Office: New Accounting Software, $24,186.07 (one-third of the cost of the new software; 

we are able to make 3 annual payments) 

 

City Administrator Review was scheduled for September 20th, prior to the Council Meeting 
 

ADJOURN 

Motion Riley, second Gaede to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

____________________________    ____________________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor        Kathy George, Administrator 

 


