Regular Council September 2, 2015
SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
September 2, 2015

CALL TO ORDER: 7:01 PM

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Spartz, Franklin and Bonander
Members absent: None
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present:  Cat Tauer, David Cobb, and Deputy Aaron Kampa

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to accept the agenda with addition of 9C – gaming permit for Old School Arts Center.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 
Mr. Kampa with the sheriff’s department reported 158 calls for August including several thefts around town.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:  None

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Bonander, second Spartz to accept the August 19 and August 26 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: 
Setback requirements

Motion Kester, second Franklin to open public hearing at 7:05 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

The purpose of the hearing is to take comments regarding changes to the setback requirements for Medical Services District.  
There was no one in attendance to address the topic.

Motion Franklin, Kester to close public hearing at 7:06.  Motion carried 5-0.

Rental Inspection and Licensing 

Motion Kester, second Franklin to open public hearing at 7:06 pm. Motion carried 5-0.

Purpose of the hearing is to take comments on the proposed Rental Inspection & Licensing Ordinance.  

There have been several meetings and discussions regarding the requirements of a rental inspection and licensing ordinance.  All landlords were sent a copy of the proposed ordinance and a copy of the proposed inspection form prior to the hearing.
The City would propose the requirements start in 2016 as the City will need to hire an inspector and develop the program.  It may take a couple of years to get all the initial inspections done.  If there is a dispute, there will be an appeals board to arbitrate.
The city has two written correspondences asking for exemption.  These were placed into the record.

David Cobb, who has rental property, believes the $25.00 fee is okay if you have a single residence but for those that have several units, it would be costly.  His suggestion would be a discount dependent on the number of units rented.  
Another question is who is going to be on the appeals board.  It would be helpful if there were landlord(s) on the appeals board.  
On the hiring of inspectors, St. Paul has a list of potential inspectors for the landlords to solicit themselves.  The City of Sandstone program has the City hiring and paying an inspector.  
Cat Tauer inquired about properties that have a contract for deed. 

Motion Kester, second Franklin to close meeting at 7:23PM.  Motion carried 5-0.
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Motion Spartz, second Franklin to skip down to 12A, and discuss ordinance 2015-07 – Rental Licensing Ordinance.  Motion carried 5-0.

Ordinance 2015-07 Rental Licensing Ordinance
During the two years the city has been discussing a rental licensing and inspection ordinance, the Council has taken a number of steps to inform the public including two workshops with landlords.  There was a discussion regarding the origin and intent of the ordinance. There are three inspectors all qualified to do the necessary inspections.  

Motion Spartz, second Franklin to adopt Ordinance 2015 - 07 Rental Licensing Ordinance.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve the two year contract with the City of Pine City for Building Official; approve a waiver for youth deer hunt in Banning State Park and approve gaming permit for the Old School Arts Center to have a raffle Dec 5, 2015.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A/P Clerk – Claims
There were a couple of questions regarding line items.  

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:
Smithsonian water project
There will be a traveling water project hosted at the Audubon Center of the North Woods.  There had been questions about what were the real costs and Audubon provided a document detailing the real costs.  The City’s donation would come out of Non-Departmental. There were still questions regarding the total cost of the project.  A presentation would be helpful.  

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve $1,000 in 2015 and discuss the remaining costs at a future date.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS
Ordinance 2015—08 summary publication of Rental Licensing

Motion Bonander, second Spartz to adopt Ordinance 2015 – 08, a summary publication of Rental Licensing Ordinance 2015-07.  Motion carried 5-0.

Ordinance 2015-09 setback requirements
All districts have setback requirements except the central business district. The separate ownership of the hospital and clinic creates an issue, as there are no setbacks between the separate parcels as they are part of one building shell.  
Setback requirements could be reduced to zero in the Medical Business District for physically connected buildings as long as the buildings in total meet the setback requirements.

Motion Bonander, second Franklin to adopt Ordinance 2015 – 09, amending setback requirements.  Motion carried 5-0.	

Ordinance 2015-10 summary publication of setbacks
Motion Bonander, second Spartz to approve Ordinance 2015 – 10, a summary publication of Ordinance 2015 – 09.  Motion carried 5-0.

Zero side yard setbacks for clinic and long term care
With the passage of Ordinance 2015 – 10 the Council has the ability to reduce the setback requirements in the Medical Business District.

Motion Bonander, second Franklin to set zero side yard setbacks for clinic and hospital and long term care while still requiring a front and rear yard setback for the entire physical structure.  Motion carried 5-0.

Alley and 8th & Commercial Ave. paving projects
The City contracted with Pine County to pave two streets and an alley.  The County has submitted a pay request with documentation.  This is a partial payment for paving of the alleys, 8th Street and Commercial Avenue.  The total request is for $140,704.20.  
The City will not be able to start the alley assessment actions until the final bill is submitted and approved.

Motion Franklin, second Bonander to approve a partial payment to Pine County for $140,704.20.  Motion carried 5-0.

Sidewalk improvement contract
Portions of the City’s sidewalks are uneven.  These present a trip hazard and make it more difficult for snow removal.  City budgets $5,000 per year for sidewalks.  2008 was the last time the city undertook a major sidewalk project.
To replace or jack mud underneath the sidewalk has been the only option until now.  Precision Concrete Cutting can cut horizontally to level the sidewalk, and it costs less than replacing.  
The company did an assessment of the commercial district’s sidewalks.  They were supposed to separate out those that are more than 1/2 inch which would be trip hazards and those that were 1/4 inch and less. 

The Council directive is to have Precision Concrete Cutting to do an assessment wherein they separate out which sidewalks have a 1/2 inch or greater difference. 

REPORTS
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to accept the reports of paid claims and investment.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  
The Administrator received a letter of thanks from Renee Warmuth, Regional Supervisor with the Minnesota Department of Public Safety regarding city staff, specifically Alana Tyson and Leaha Jackson.  

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT   
Reminders for the meetings on Wednesday, September 9 at 8 a.m. on the budget and Thursday, September 10, at 8 a.m. and the Master Plan presentation at the Senior Center at 6:30 pm.  A community meeting with the University of Minnesota, Roadmap to the Future is being moved into October.  The paving of Angle Ave and Court Ave should commence on Monday, Sept 14.

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Kester to adjourn at 8:04 PM.  Motion carried 5-0.



___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 

																										_________________________________________
										Sam Griffith, Clerk


