SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
September 16, 2015

CALL TO ORDER: 7:03 PM

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Spartz, Franklin and Bonander
Members absent: none
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present:  Carol Bersin, Nick Anhut, Municipal Advisor with Ehlers, and Steve Richardson with the Pine County Historical Society

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to accept the agenda with an addition of 11C - continuing discussion on the administrator search and 12D - setting a public hearing to discuss issuing bonds for Family Pathways.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS:
Resolution 2015-38 Sale of Temporary Bonds
To complete the financing for the Business Park infrastructure, the city will need to issue temporary bonds that will be paid off when the 429 assessments bonds are issued at the end of the project.  Nick Anhut with Ehlers presented one bid from First National Bank of Moose Lake, which is offering a 1.5% interest rate.  October 8 is scheduled as the closing date.  
The risks and benefits of the temporary bonds were discussed.

Motion Bonander, second Spartz to approve Resolution 2015-38 authorizing the purchase of the City’s General Obligation Temporary Bonds, Series 2015A, in the amount of $1,200,000.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 
Carol Bersin – Mural Paintings
Carol introduced herself and explained the purposes, possible funding, subject and possible locations for city murals.  She is seeking direction and support.  
There was discussion regarding the longevity of the paint and therefore the murals themselves.  She was encouraged to come back with plans and specifics regarding funding.

Pine County Historical Society
Steve Richardson gave a presentation on the museum.  The Little Mermaid Café’s profits go to building maintenance costs, and the museum offers a safe place to store records that businesses need to get off premise.  

2016 Budget and Levy
Staff presented the request by the EDA for an HRA levy.

Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve Resolution 2015-33 to approve the HRA levy for EDA.  Motion carried 5-0.

Staff presented the request from the EDA for approval of its 2016 budget including a $100,000 levy request for a debt service shortfall.
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2015-34, which approves the preliminary 2016 budget for EDA.  Motion carried 5-0.

Staff presented the proposed 2016 preliminary budget.

Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve Resolution 2015-35 to approve the preliminary 2016 budget for the city.  Motion carried 5-0.

Staff presented the proposed 2016 preliminary levy.  The levy can be lowered but not raised.

Motion Kester, second Bonander to approve Resolution 2015-36 to approve the preliminary 2016 tax levy.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
There were questions regarding commercial inspections and the condition of several building in town.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Kester, second Franklin to accept the September 2 and September 10 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: None 

CONSENT AGENDA: None

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A/P Clerk – Claims.
Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:
Sidewalk Improvement Contract
Portions of the City’s sidewalks are uneven and present a trip hazard.  Precision Concrete Cutting uses a unique process for leveling the sidewalks without grinding which is less expensive than replacement and still leaves them ADA compliant.  The city has $5,000.00 budgeted for sidewalks in 2015.

Motion Bonander, second Spartz to postpone the discussion of repairing sidewalks until the next council meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.

Transfer from General Fund to 401 Capital Projects
The city has made a first partial payment for the paving work done and, as anticipated, will need funds from the General Fund to complete the payments.  A second request for a transfer from the General Fund may come in the future if needed when the final pay request is received.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the budget transfer of $26,000 from the General Fund to the Capital Project Fund as presented.  Motion carried 5-0.

Administrator Search
There were a number of firms from the League of Cities list that could conduct a search for the new Administrator.  The mayor has been in touch with a firm that was recommended to him by another mayor.  It was agreed that having more than one firm to give the council a presentation for comparison purposes would be a good idea.  
Each councilman was asked to provide a list of qualities they are looking for in an administrator to the Administrator who will compile a list.  

NEW BUSINESS
Resolution 2015—37 Lundorff Drive Construction Support
Part of the funds for the Lundorff Drive construction project will come from MNDOT State Aid funds through the County thereby requiring a resolution by the city in support of the County project.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve Resolution 2015-37, a resolution of support for the County road project.  Motion carried 5-0.

Conditional Use Permit
The City has applied under the Flood Plain Ordinance for a conditional use permit for the bridge.  In the packet is a copy of the submissions to the Planning Commission as well as a copy of the Finding of Facts from the Commission.

Motion Kester, second Franklin to approve the conditional use permit for the City for the Skunk Creek Bridge and adopt the proposed Findings of Fact.  Motion carried 5-0.

Public Hearing for Issuing Bonds for Family Pathways
The City has provided conduit funding for non-profits in the past.  Family Pathways would like to buy the building in town that they currently have on a contract for deed.  They have other buildings they wish to refinance or construct and they have asked the City to consider being the issuer. Before this could occur, there must be a public hearing.
The Administrator stated that he had been on the Board of Directors with Family Pathways.

Motion Bonander, second Franklin to set a public hearing on October 7 to hear comments regarding issuing bonds for Family Pathways.  Motion carried 5-0.



REPORTS
Motion Bonander, second Spartz to accept paid claims and investment reports.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: None

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT   
There is a potential access problem on Highway 23 where the future well site will be.  The Administrator reminded the council of the City-County meeting on Tuesday, September 22 at 7pm.  TriCity Paving should be paving Angle and Court this week.  There is an “Economic Impact of Persons over 50” report in the packet.  There is a workshop on Mental Illness on October 24, 9am-3pm at the Pine County Health & Human Services Building, Sandstone and a Community Dialog on affordable housing in Braham on October 6.  The Administrator might be on vacation the week of September 20.  The site selectors were in the area Monday and Tuesday.  The idea of “shovel ready” sites was discussed.

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Kester to adjourn at 8:46 PM.  Motion carried 5-0.

[bookmark: _GoBack]

___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 
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										Sam Griffith, Clerk




