SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING
September 25, 2015

CALL TO ORDER: 9:59 a.m.

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Spartz, Franklin and 
Members absent: Bonander
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, City Attorney Sarah Sonsalla
Others present:  Sandstone Township Supervisors Roger Volk, David Koland and Keith Carlson and Deputy Clerk Gerry and Attorney Mike Couri

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion by Kester, second Franklin to approve agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 
Joint Meeting with Sandstone Township
Discussion of the upgrade of Airport Road

The City needs to upgrade Old Military and Airport Road to create a construction entrance into the new Business Park. The Township felt it had not given its permission for the work on their portion of Airport Road and was concerned about its increased liability from the additional traffic the project will generate.  All parties agreed that development of the Hospital project is important and necessary for the entire area.
The Township proposed that the City annex the roadway and had prepared a proposed annexation agreement.
The annexation agreement had several provisions that created questions such as restrictions on how and when properties could be annexed or assessed for improvements.
An annexation would also require State approval and would the State require a survey of the Airport Road.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The City’s attorney suggested a Joint Powers Agreement which would answer the Townships concerns about liability and give the City the ability to make improvements within its timeline.   She had brought a draft of such an agreement.
The two attorneys were directed to develop a Joint Powers Agreement and return to the joint meeting at 1 pm.
The township recessed their meeting until 1 pm.

NEW BUSINESS:
Accept resignation of Leonard Bonander, declare a vacancy and determine process to fill the vacancy
Leonard Bonander submitted his written resignation from the City Council on September 17, 2015 to take effect at noon on September 18, 2015.
The Council needs to take steps to accept the resignation of Mr. Bonander and then fill the vacancy.
The first step is to accept the resignation.

Motion Steffen, second Kester to accept Mr. Bonander’s resignation form the City Council.  Motion approved 4-0.

The next step is to take action to declare a vacancy.  Because Mr. Bonander has more than two years remaining on his term, the vacancy would filled by a successor until a special election for the office is held at the next regular City election on November 8, 2016.

Motion Steffen, second Kester to approve Resolution 2015 – 39 declaring a vacancy on the City Council to exist and providing for the appointment of a replacement.  Resolution approved 4-0.

The next step is to determine the procedure for filling the vacancy.  Previously the Council had advertised for interested persons and selected from applicants, however the Council has flexibility in determining how it wishes to fill the vacancy.
After a discussion, the Council determined to defer any action on replacement of the vacancy to the October 7 meeting.

Resolution 2015 – 40 - Business and Medical Park Lot Split
The City had taken action previously to combine the two northerly 40’s into one parcel and then splitting that into six parcels.  One of the legals provided to the City was not accurate and so the process needs to be repeated.
Resolution 2015 - 40 would waive certain lot split application requirements for the Sandstone EDA.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2015 – 40.  Resolution approved 4-0.

Resolution 2015 – 41 – approve lot split
This resolution contains the accurate legal descriptions as provided to the City and needs to be approved so that the parcels can be recorded.

Motion Kester, second Franklin to adopt Resolution 2015 – 41.  Resolution approved 4-0.

Inspection Services
Staff presented the Council with a proposal from Pine City wherein they would hire a part time Building Inspector if the City would contract for 8 hours per week for services.  As the City will be implementing its Rental Licensing ordinance in January and undertaking a program to inspect commercial properties, the City was going to need to find and hire an inspector.   The total cost at the hourly rate proposed ($ 12,000) would be less than the amount the City has budgeted ($17,500) for additional inspection services.  This contract would not impact the contract or hours currently in place for the Building Official. 

Motion Spartz, second Kester to agree to commit to the Pine City proposal at the rate and weekly hours proposed.  Motion carried 4-0.

EDA chair and secretary
The Council was made aware that with the EDA chair Bonander resigning and with Secretary Franklin coming off the EDA on August 7, that the EDA will need to elect a new chair and secretary at the next meeting so that there can be signatories to campus and infrastructure documents.

Set special meeting
The Council is asked to set a special meeting for October 1 at 10 am for the purpose of the approval of the NPAHD and Essentia documents 

Motion Spartz, second Franklin to set a special meeting of the Council for 10 am on Thursday October 1.  Motion carried 4-0.

RECESS
Motion Franklin, second Kester to recess this special Council meeting until 1 pm this afternoon.  Motion carried 4-0.
Meeting recessed at 11:05 am.

Mayor Steffen called the recessed meeting of the Sandstone City Council back to order at 1:02 pm.

Airport Road Joint Powers Agreement
Attorney Mike Couri representing Sandstone Township walked everyone present through the various clauses of the agreement.   
All references to other city and township roads and streets were removed and the parties agreed to start discussions to update the existing City Township Road Maintenance Agreement.  Other minor revisions were made.
Motion Spartz, second Franklin to approve the Joint Powers Agreement with Sandstone Township on Airport Road subject to legal review of the final document incorporating the changes discussed.  Motion carried 4-0.

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Kester to adjourn at 1:31 PM.  Motion carried 4-0.


___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 

										                  _______________________										                         Sam Griffith, Clerk

