Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
October 15, 2025

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL: Valerie Palmer, Cassie Gaede, Randy Riley, Peter Spartz, Julena Rahier
Members absent: None

Staff present: Administrator Kathy George, Fire Chief Chaz Mann

Others present: Sheriff’s Deputy Chuck Anderson, North Pine County News Editor Sierra Kingen

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Gaede, second Riley to approve the Agenda with the addition of Set Special Council Meeting.
Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS, COMPLAINTS, OR COMMENTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL
MEMBERS: Comments have been made about the 4™ Street Project, wondering when it will be complete.
Councilors shared positive comments about Oktoberfest and the Climbers’ Fall Fest.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/PRESENTATIONS: None

CONSENT AGENDA:

Motion Gaede, second Rahier to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2025 Regular Council
Meeting and the Cemetery Deed for William Gaede (S ¥2 of N %, Lot 45, Section B, 2" Addition).
Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS:

Streets & Parks Maintenance Worker: Beau Abrahamson

Motion Spartz, second Palmer to hire Beau Abrahamson for the Streets & Parks Maintenance
Worker position with a starting wage of $27.81, and a $0.50 raise after the six-month probationary
period and another $0.50 raise at the one-year anniversary, pending results of the background check
and receipt of all required documentation. Motion carried 5-0.

Crosswalk Markings by Hometown Flips
Motion Gaede, second Palmer to support MN DOT adding a crosswalk on TH 23 from the PHASE
building to Hometown Flips. Motion carried 5-0.

Sandstone History Center: Quarry City Christmas Requests

Motion Gaede, second Rahier to approve the Sandstone History Center requests to close 4™ Street
from Main to Commercial, to use City Hall to host Santa visits, and to use the City-owned fire pits
for Quarry City Christmas activities planned for November 29th. Motion carried 5-0.

Sandstone Township 2026-2028 Fire Service Contract
Motion Spartz, second Gaede to approve the 2026-2028 Fire Service Contract with Sandstone
Township. Motion carried 5-0.
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Resolution No. 20251015-01 Supporting Grant Navigator Application

Motion Rahier, second Riley to approve Resolution No. 20251015-01 Authorizing the City’s
Application for Grant Navigation Support from the League of Minnesota Cities for exploration of
geothermal energy. Motion carried 5-0.

Administrator Performance Review
A Special Council Meeting was scheduled for Friday, October 24th, at 4:15 p.m. to conduct the
Administrator’s Performance Review.

Special Council Meeting

A Special Council Meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, October 22nd, at 5:00 p.m. to consider an
employment matter. The meeting will be closed in accordance with Minnesota Statutes 13D.05,
subdivision 2(b).

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:

2025 Street & Utility Improvement Project
The final wear course has been laid. Remaining punch-list items should be addressed the week of October
20™,

Wastewater Treatment Plant; Phosphorus Reduction Project
The project is out for bid, with bids due on October 28™.

NPDES Permit

The City received notification that the Notice of Violation concerning the delay in completing the
phosphorus project at the wastewater treatment plant has been closed. The MPCA will proceed with
renewing the City’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System/State Disposal System (NPDES)
Permit. A Schedule of Compliance will be issued to track the progress of the Phosphorus Reduction
Project. The City is currently meeting the phosphorus limit requirements.

REPORTS:

Sheriff’s Deputy Report

The Sheriff’s Department logged 213 calls in Sandstone during September. Deputy Anderson reported
calls involving welfare checks, a psychological issue, an ATV accident, arrests, disturbances, etc. He has
increased patrol activity at Robinson Quarry Park and on the Prison Road.

Community Service Partner

CSP Sirena Samuelson provided a written report detailing rental inspection activities, property inspections,
complaints, and miscellaneous reports. She completed the Building Official Limited exam on September
25, 2025.

Fire Department
Fire Chief Chaz Mann reported:
e The Department had 16 calls from September 1 to October 5; 10 medical assists, 1 cancelled en
route, 2 motor vehicle accidents, 1 power line down, 1 structure fire, and 1 equipment fire
e Training covered roll up drills
e Upcoming training will cover the new ladder truck operations

City Council Meeting Minutes — October 15, 2025
Page 2 of §



e 4 members will be attending FFI/FF2/HAZMAT training, which starts this month

e The Fire Department has taken delivery of the new Ladder truck, purchased from the Columbia
Heights Fire Department; members are in the process of converting the radios over and wiring the
electronics, they plan to modify cabinets to fit some equipment

e Mann has contacted Anderson Recycling to determine the scrap value of the old Ladder truck —
depending on the results, he may consider selling it rather than scrapping it

e Dr. Flynn from Essentia Health has agreed to be the Medical Director for Sandstone Fire and
Rescue, this will be a contracted service/relationship

e The Chamber will hold their annual Halloween event at the Fire Hall

e The FCI Family Support Group is holding a lunch/dinner fundraiser at the Fire Hall on October 21%

e Chief Mann toured the Historic Sandstone School property and discussed the location of the Knox
Box

e Chief Mann is working with Building & Grounds Maintenance Worker Elliott Crompton on some
Fire Hall maintenance items

Planning Commission Meeting — October 8, 2025

City Code Amendments: Code 163.022 and Code 118

The City became aware of a single-family residential home being used as a boarding-type house (409
Park Avenue). City Code 163.022 allows “Boarding or renting of rooms to not more than one person”
in the Traditional Residential District. The Planning Commission held a public hearing on October 8"
and recommends the following actions:

Amend City Code 163.022 to add: “Boarding or renting of rooms to more than one person will require
a rental license in accordance with City Code Chapter 118”.

And further to amend City Code 118, Rental Housing, Section 118.02(1), Definitions, to add: “This
includes boarding or renting of rooms to more than one person within a single-family residential
building”.

Motion Spartz, second Gaede to adopt Ordinance No. 20251015-01 amending City Code 163.022
to add “Boarding or renting of rooms to more than one person will require a rental license in
accordance with City Code Chapter 118”. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Spartz, second Gaede to adopt Ordinance No. 20251015-02 amending City Code
118.02(1), Definitions, to add: “This includes boarding or renting of rooms to more than one
person within a single-family residential building”. Motion carried 5-0.

Lot Split: 234 Minnesota Street

Tom Jensen is working with XMAT-IV, LLC (Thorvig Family) to acquire 234 Minnesota Street and
has submitted an application to split this residential parcel into two residential parcels. He plans to
market the newly created vacant lot for sale as a Traditional Residential parcel.

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on October 8th and recommends the City Council
approve the lot split based on the following findings of fact:

(a) The subdivision will result in no more than three lots;
(b) Conditions on and around the tract to be subdivided are well-defined;
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(c) No future streets are needed or proposed to provide access to the newly created lots or to
existing lots;

(d) The subdivision will not obstruct planned future streets;

(e) The subdivision will not obstruct future subdivisions on adjoining unplatted lands;

(f) The subdivision meets all lot area and lot dimension requirements and building setback
requirements;

(g) No further subdivision is expected. Further subdivision of the tract from which lots were
created under this minor subdivision procedure will require following the platting procedures
in this chapter; and

(h) Required easements are conveyed to the city in an appropriate manner.

Motion Palmer, second Riley, to adopt Resolution No. 20251015-02 approving the lot split for
Tom Jensen/XMAT-IV, LLC, parcel 45.0114.000, as recommended by the Planning Commission.
Motion carried 5-0.

Parks & Recreation Commission Report

Councilor Palmer reported on the October 10™ Parks & Recreation Commission meeting: donation
applications were received from Bill & Becky Gaede and Karen Bohm for memorial tree garden teardrop
emblems, Forest Stewardship Plan for Skunk Creek Trail, Panther Park pavilion, Robinson Quarry Park
project and buckthorn removal, Essentia Health’s project at Johnson Park, interest in Disc Golf, upcoming
events, and miscellaneous updates.

Library Report — September 2025

Librarian Nora Hinton reported that 378 reference questions were answered, the door count was 993, 54
people attended Library Programs, with 28 passive program participants, and 43 people used the meeting
rooms. The Friends of the Sandstone Library annual silent auction runs through October 27", A Swedish
Folk Music concert and activities are planned for October 17%. Weekly storytime continues, as well as the
monthly book club.

Building Inspection Report — September 2025
Building Official Richard Drotning reported 5 building permits were issued in September. There are
currently 17 ongoing building projects and 6 ongoing right-of-way projects in town.

Public Works Director Report — September 2025

Public Works Director Hiler reported that, in addition to routine tasks, roads were graded, the crew assisted
with Oktoberfest, the fence was fixed at the Dog Park, crushed concrete was laid on the MT Tree Garden
path, mowing was done along the Sandstone Junction Trail, four large trees were removed at the Cemetery
from around the Veterans Memorial and a new flagpole has been ordered, dead trees and brush were
cleared along the street at 414 Division — Council Members noted that more clean up is needed at this City-
owned property. Director Hiler met with engineering firm ISG to assess the water treatment facility and
the wastewater treatment ponds, water has been turned on at Lions Hill, 2 new meters have been installed,
fall hydrant flushing was completed and a new wall damper was installed at the wastewater main pump
facility.

Building & Grounds Maintenance Report — September 2025

Elliott Crompton reported that, in addition to routine cleaning and maintenance tasks, Drilling Electric has
completed several electrical projects at various City-owned buildings, fall boiler inspections have been
completed and furnace filters replaced, HVAC inspections occurred at City Hall, John Wright, and Fire
Hall buildings, fire extinguishers have been serviced, he is meeting with contractors regarding work needed
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at Lions Hill and City Hall, and he is planning to install a fan speed controller for the fireplace at the
Library.

Financial Reports

Motion Riley, second Rahier to approve the September Cash and Investments report, A/P Clerk
Claims in the total amount of $244,390.53, and Additional 2025 Year-End Transfers as presented.
Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: None
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: A Project Update report was provided.

ADJOURN
Motion Gaede, second Riley to adjourn at 7:30 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

Peter Spartz, Mayor Kathy George, Administrator
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