Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
October 19, 2016

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 PM

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Franklin, Devlin and Palmer
Members absent: none
Staff present: Administrator Seibert, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: Sarah Sonsalla with Kennedy & Graven, Richard Drotning – Building Official, Leonard Bonander, Greg Anderson with SEH, Chris Groe, Pete Spartz, Charlie Slama and Katherine Gustafson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion Kester, second Devlin to approve the agenda with the addition of a street closure for the fire department on Oct 28, correction on the PID # to 5316, Ordinances 1605 and 1606 for the Medical Business Sign Ordinance and summary publication, and the contract from Kiminski Paving to New Business.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: none

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: none

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Devlin, second Palmer to accept the Oct 5, 2016 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: none

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve posting a notice of a public hearing for unpaid City services assessments, Ordinance No 16-04 amending the salary of elected officials and closure of 1st Street for the fire department on October 28, 2016 for fire hose testing.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve joint marketing with the Sandstone Chamber of Commerce.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
A/P Clerk – Claims
Motion Kester, second Devlin to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
PID #R45.5316.000
The property located at 302 Main is currently in violation of Sandstone property maintenance codes and has received proper notice and an extension.  The extended deadline was October 7, 2016 and now a decision must be made as how to proceed with enforcement.  Mr. Bonander spoke to the council members regarding the property and what is being done to make the repairs.  Chris Groe spoke on the current work being done on the wall that faces Co. Rd. 123.  Richard Drotning answered questions from the council members regarding the code violations.  The council asked how much time is needed to finish the work and the safety of the chimneys.  There were comments from the public regarding the condition of the building.  Sarah Sonsalla spoke regarding the council’s enforcement options.

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to put the issue of PID #R45.5316.000 on the agenda for the first meeting in November giving the contractor two more weeks to complete the repairs on the south and west walls and then consider pursuing legal action if it is not finished by then.  Motion carried 4-1 with Devlin dissenting.

NEW BUSINESS
Lundorff Drive Update
Greg Anderson gave the update.  Water and sewer is done for this year.  The next item is paving the road from Hwy 23 which should be open for construction traffic in early November.

Capital Improvement Plan
Greg Anderson reviewed the most recent capital plan projects for Sandstone some of which have been completed.

Business Park Final Plat 
This has been reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission.  Four new streets were named in the business park.

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve the final Business Park Plat.  Motion carried 5-0.

Utility Easement with MN Power. 
The utility easement agreement with Minnesota Power, is to allow Minnesota Power to lay optic fiber.

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve the utility easement.  Motion carried 5-0.

Medical Business Sign Ordinance
Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve the medical business sign ordinance 16-05 .  Motion carried 5-0.
Motion Devlin, second Palmer to accept ordinance 16-06 for summary publication.  Motion carried 5-0.

Final Notice to Landlords
A final reminder, which requires rental license applications to be filed, is ready to be sent out.  There is not currently a deadline in the letter.  A 30-day deadline was suggested from when the letters go out.

Request for Sewer Credit
The City received a letter from Gary Stanchfield and Renee Sogrold requesting a refund for the September sewer bill for 1126 Hwy 23 N.  

Motion Devlin, second Palmer to grant the request and waive the fee.  Motion carried 5-0.

Fee Waiver or Reduction – S. Story
Suzanne Story sent the City an email requesting a waiver or reduction on her $750.00 fee from the Sandstone Fire Department’s services rendered on April 19, 2016.  This has gone to the fee dispute committee and it was denied.  A payment plan has been considered.

Motion Palmer, second Devlin to deny the request and have the administrator set up a payment plan.  Motion carried 5-0.

Waterways Exhibit
The Audubon Center of the North Woods will be hosting the Smithsonian Water Exhibit beginning Nov. 19  and running through Dec 21.  There is a grand opening from 3-5pm on Novmeber 19, 2016.  They are looking for volunteers to act as docents.  If you would like to volunteer, please contact the administrator.

2016 CGMC Fall Conference
The Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities Fall Conference will take place Thursday, Nov 17 through Friday, Nov. 18 at the Arrowwood Resort in Alexandria, Minnesota.  It is open to staff and council.  Please talk to the administrator if you would like to go to this conference.

Kiminski Paving
Two proposals were received for the roadways that still need repair with Kiminski being the less expensive.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve the proposal from Kiminski Paving to complete the paving work still needing to be done this year.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS: 
Motion Devlin, second Palmer to accept the reports of paid claims and investment.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Troy Parkinson, director of production with MN Film & TV, visited Sandstone Friday, Oct. 7.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: none

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Kester to adjourn at 8:32 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.



___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 

										_________________________________________
										Jessica Seibert, Clerk

