SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING
October 22, 2025

CALL TO ORDER: 5:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL: Pete Spartz, Val Palmer, Cassie Gaede, Julena Rahier, Randy Riley

Members absent: None

Staff present: Administrator Kathy George, Community Service Partner Sirena Samuelson,
Utility Billing Clerk Alana Tyson

Others present: Dave & Tami Kost, Trever & Gina Nordli, Dora Brown, Cory & April Delzer,
Chaz Denny, Calvin Rieck, Laurie Madsen, Alyssa Coon, Crystal Collier, Charles Slama, Debra
Samuelson, Darren Sadler, Carol & Rick Puissegur, Geneva Vork, Patrick Doran, Charles
Hippen-Koch, Deanna Novak, Aileen Stibbe, Maddi Novak, Dan Revier

THIS MEETING IS CLOSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH MINNESOTA STATUTE 13D.05,
SUBDIVISION 2(b).

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:
Emplovee Discipline Matter

Sirena Samuelson addressed Mayor Spartz and stated that she is exercising her right to open the
meeting; therefore, the meeting is open to the public.

Mayor Spartz began the meeting by making a motion to downgrade the recommendation
to terminate Community Service Partner Samuelson for insubordination to ten days
suspension without pay. Councilor Riley seconded the motion.

During discussion on the motion, it was noted that Administrator George and Samuelson have
done a lot of good together and have worked well together; however, serious incidents have
occurred, and the Council would like to sit down with the two and further discuss the situation.

Mayor Spartz called for a vote on the motion, the motion carried 5-0.

Attorney Doran stated his concern about the Council making a decision without giving
Samuelson a right to address the allegations, stating the Laudermill case. He claimed that there
is a long history of the City not making Samuelson’s rights clear and he announced that the City
does not have experience to deal with unions. He suggested the Council strongly reconsider their
position.

Mayor Spartz responded that the City has encouraged union representation and that he is
confident there will be many opportunities to discuss the matter with the union. He further stated
that the Council is happy to hear from Samuelson.

Doran reviewed the first written reprimand wherein Samuelson was told to cease all efforts (paid
by the City) to achieve certification as a Building Official for the City of Sandstone. He stated
that Samuelson did take the exam on September 25%; however, the City did not incur any cost
for her to do this.
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Motion Riley, second Rahier to set aside the earlier motion, and further to consult an
attorney, with Samuelson returning to work while the matter is reviewed. Motion carried
5-0.

ADJOURN
Motion Riley, second Palmer to adjourn at 5:25 p.m.

Peter Spartz, Mayor Kathy George, City Administrator
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