SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
November 4, 2015

CALL TO ORDER: 7:11 PM

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Spartz, Devlin and Franklin
Members absent: None
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: None

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to add 9C – contract with County for prosecution services.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: None

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
Grading is to be done soon including Minnesota St, and the sidewalk by the Free Church will be fixed soon.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Kester, second Devlin to approve the October 21 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: None

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve pay request #1 from MPJ Enterprises for the work done on Old Military and Airport Roads in the amount of $40,143.40, approve access to City properties by MN Dept. of Agriculture to continue investigation and monitoring from a former creosote plant site and approve 2016 contract with County for prosecution services with no increase in cost. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A/P Clerk – Claims.
Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:
Cable TV Policy Change
The City has a specially designated channel for use by local education authorities and local government.  The Council has considered the parameters for use of the channel by private and public groups.  

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to make no changes to the current policy.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS
Consider Contract with Search Firms
The Council is considering hiring a search firm to help them find a replacement City Administrator and had a workshop today to interview two such firms.  The council reviewed fee schedules for both.

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to hire Dr. Richard Fursman to conduct the search for a new City Administrator.  Motion carried 5-0.

Potential Conflict of Interest of Council Member
Councilman Spartz has a potential conflict of interest as he has entered into a contract to provide accounting services to the hospital district.  The city attorney has reviewed and determined that there is no conflict of interest.  Councilman Spartz wished to be upfront and make sure there was no appearance of a conflict.

REPORTS
There was a question regarding the Prairie Restorations check.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to accept the reports of paid claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: None

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT   
There is a planning session for the Smithsonian Water Exhibit on November 19 at 4 p.m. at the Audubon Center.  A truth in taxation public meeting will be held December 2 at 6:30 p.m.  There will be a workshop on utility fees and charges soon.  The Council would like to have another discussion regarding the budget before it comes up for vote; there will be a workshop at 5:30 p.m. before the public meeting.
The Robinson Park Master Plan presentation is coming soon – probably in December and the U of M project report: Roadmap to City’s future is due in December.
A company that would like to use public lands to set up solar gardens has approached the city.  They will, in turn, sell the electricity to the city for less than current costs.  The city would make no capital investment.

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Kester to adjourn at 7:34 PM.  Motion carried 5-0.



___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 

																										_________________________________________
										Sam Griffith, Clerk
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