SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
November 18, 2015

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 PM

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Spartz, Devlin and Franklin
Members absent: None
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: Eric Nielson with Gateway Clinic, Sandra Kozak and Dennis Molvaney

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: None

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: None

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:  None

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Kester, second Franklin to accept the November 4 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: 
Motion Devlin, second Spartz to open the public meeting regarding Tax Abatement for Gateway Clinic at 7:03.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Council is considering providing assistance to Gateway to make their project financially feasible.  The amount of the city portion of the tax abated would be special levied over all property tax payers in the City.  This hearing is to provide the public time to voice their opinions to the Council.  Eric Nielson is here to answer any questions.  Questions regarding the abatement’s exact amount and time span were asked.  

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to close the public hearing at 7:09.

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to approve the abatement agreement and to approve an abatement to Gateway Clinic.  Motion carried 4-1.  Devlin voting in the negative.

Motion Spartz, second by Devlin to open public meeting at 7:09 for assessment of unpaid city service and utility charges.

This hearing is being held prior to assessing delinquent water, storm water and sewer accounts and other unpaid bills for city services.  
The administrator read a letter into the minutes from Mr. Allen regarding a bill for mowing.  

Sandra Kozak spoke to the Council regarding her bill for two fire calls.  She owns property north of Sandstone that she was selling with a contract -for-deed agreement.  The buyer was killed in a fire and she has been billed for two fire department calls.  The city attorney sent an email to Mrs. Kozak’s attorney regarding the charges being a statutory lien on the property.  

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to close the public meeting at 7:17pm.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Franklin, second Devlin that the Feb 2012 bill for $1,885.00 is assessed and the second bill of March 2015 for $3,010 be waived for PID# 13.0380.001.  Motion failed 1-4.

Motion Devlin, second Steffen to forgive both billings for PID 13.0380.001 (Mrs. Kozak) and to pursue the arsonist for the $3,010.00 bill that resulted in the resident’s death.  Motion carried 3-2.  Franklin nay, Spartz aye, Steffen aye, Kester nay, Devlin aye.
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There was discussion regarding the circumstances on Mr. Allen’s bill for mowing.

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to deny Mr. Allen’s request.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Devlin, second Spartz to authorize an ad for on-call snow plowing and approve Resolution 2015-50 accepting a donation from Keith & Jane Seitz.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A/P Clerk – Claims.
Motion Kester, second Devlin to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS
Resolution 2015-45 – Assess Unpaid Services

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to adopt Resolution 2015-45 adopting and certifying unpaid bills and utility charges to the County Auditor less the exceptions for Mrs. Kozak.  Motion carried 5-0.

Resolution 2015-46 – Abatement Resolution

Motion Spartz, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2015-46 approving the abatement contract and approving the abatement to Gateway Clinic.  
Motion carried 3-1 with Franklin abstaining and Devlin voting in the negative.

Resolution 2015-47 – Waive Certain Lot Split Requirements
The City is requesting permission to split a parcel it owns on the old airport site for conveyance to NPAHD and KC Companies.

Motion Spartz, second Franklin to adopt Resolution 2015-47 waiving certain ordinance requirements as permitted.  Motion carried 5-0.

Resolution 2015-48 – Approve Lot Split
The City is requesting permission to split a parcel of property it owns on the old airport site into three parcels; one to be retained by the EDA, one to be conveyed to NPAHD and one to be offered to KC Companies.

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to adopt Resolution 2015-48 approving the parcel split as described.  
Some explanation describing the parcels was conducted.  
Motion carried 4-1.  Devlin voting in the negative.

Resolution 2015-49 – Authorize Land Conveyance to NPAHD
The City approved the sale of a small strip of property between the property being purchased by NPAHD as long as NPAHD pays all costs including survey, documents, etc.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2015-49 authorizing the conveyance of this property to the NPAHD.  Motion carried 4-1.  Devlin voting in the negative.

Select Firm and Authorize Contract for EDA Project Engineering Services
The City received a federal EDA grant that, among other things, set conditions on the hiring of an engineer.  In compliance, an RFP was sent out to five firms and the Development Committee and Administrator reviewed the proposals received.  Two proposals were received and were explained by councilman Devlin.
The Committee requested additional time to get a clarification from each proposer.

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to hold a special meeting on Tuesday, Nov 24 at 9am with an agenda item being the selection of an engineer for certain task on the Business Park project.  Motion carried 5-0.

Waive Conditional Use Permit Requirements for NPAHD Construction Billboard
The NPAHD is requesting permission to place a temporary construction sign on the wedge parcel it is about to acquire from the City.  
There was discussion regarding whether or not this action should be referred to Planning Commission whose next meeting is Dec 9.  

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to waive the conditional use permit requirements for the NPAHD construction sign with the condition that the sign is removed within seven days of the completion of the project’s monument sign and that any future use of the structure for signage will require compliance with the City’s sign ordinance including the requirement of a conditional use permit.  Motion failed 1-4.  Kester voting in the affirmative.

Motion Spartz, second Franklin to refer the matter to the Planning Commission for a recommendation.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS
Motion Devlin, second Spartz to accept the reports of paid claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: None

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT   
A planning session regarding the Smithsonian Water Exhibit will take place tomorrow, Nov 19 at 4 p.m. at the Audubon Center. There is a truth in taxation public meeting on Dec 2 at 6:30 p.m.  A budget workshop will be at 5:30 p.m.  A workshop on utility fees and charges may be put off until January if there is not time on Dec 16.  The Robinson Park Master Plan presentation will be December 2.  The U of M project report:  Roadmap to City’s future is to be presented January or early February.   

ADJOURN
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to adjourn at 8:31 PM.  Motion carried 5-0.



___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 

																										_________________________________________
										Sam Griffith, Clerk

