SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING
November 24, 2015

CALL TO ORDER: 9:00 a.m.

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Franklin, Spartz, Devlin
Members absent: None
Staff present: Administrator Griffith
Others present: None

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 
Recommendation of project engineer and engineering contract
One of the federal EDA grant conditions is that the engineer must be selected by a competitive process.  As the City had hired our current City engineer (SEH) in 1992 and not specifically for this project, the City had to develop and send out a Request for Proposal.
The RFP was sent to five firms with a deadline of Monday, November 19. The City received two proposals (SEH and Donoghue & Associates) and a letter from MSA declining the opportunity.
The Development Committee and Administrator reviewed the proposals and recommended that the Council set a special meeting to consider a Committee recommendation, as the Committee wished to ask each engineering firm additional questions. The Committee held telephone interviews with each firm.
As there seemed to be some uncertainty as to what each was asked to quote, a clarification memo was sent to each asking them to reply in writing by Monday the 23rd.  Each sent an email response to the clarification request.
The Committee reviewed the clarification memos prior to the Council meeting.
There was discussion about the process and the pros and cons of each proposal.  The SEH proposal was less cost and matched the EDA budget for the project.    

Motion Spartz, second Devlin to appoint Short, Elliott, Hendrickson as the project engineer for the Sandstone Business and Medical Park infrastructure project and to approve a contract with SEH for the services listed in the Request for Proposal subject to final approval by the federal EDA.  Motion approved 5-0.

Other
Staff gave the Council an update on the Business Park project and on the Steering Committee and the NPAHD meeting scheduled for tonight.
Staff explained the continual contact with the Chicago office and the title work review process. In staff’s opinion, it is moving as quickly as can be expected.
Staff also expressed frustration with the interference from certain members of the NPAHD in the City’s grant process.

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Devlin to adjourn at 9:34 am.  Motion carried 5-0.
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