Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
December 7, 2016

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 PM

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Franklin, Devlin and Palmer
Members absent: none
Staff present: Administrator Seibert, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: Rick Maitrejean, Rachel Hansen, Charlie Gustafson, Ona Hansen, Karen Draetz, Matt Gebhart, Gail and Gary Zekan, Pete Spartz, Lois Newey

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion Palmer, second Kester to approve the agenda with the addition of item 12K – Approve legal response to Viaene letter and move the plowing requests up in the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: none

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: none

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion Devlin, second Franklin to accept the November 16, 2016 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: 
Motion Devlin, second Palmer to open the public hearing on Members Cooperative Credit Union (MCCU) sign variance at 7:10.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to open the public hearing on truth in taxation at 7:15.  Motion carried 5-0.

This hearing is for public comment on the levy accessed.  Anyone needing to address the assessment of their commercial or private property would need to do so at the county level.  There was a discussion regarding the lack of tax statements being received by business owners.  Jessica will call the county to inquire as to what may have happened to the tax notices.  She also invited those at the meeting to become familiar with the city’s budget and give voice to any concerns they have.

There was discussion regarding tax rate versus tax capacity. There were questions regarding the services that the city supplies for the taxes.  The council and city administrator encouraged the residents to call or visit the city administrator should they have any issues, comments or suggestions regarding city services.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to close the public hearing on truth in taxation at 7:48.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to close the public hearing on MCCU sign variance at 7:48.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve the 2017 PeopleService contract, the Yamaha Law Loan Program Agreement, accept the Degerstrom Construction proposal and approve contract for ice rink repairs, the 2016 Operating Transfers and 2016 audit contract with Althoff and Nordquist, LLC.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
A/P Clerk – Claims
Motion Palmer, second Devlin to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
Bonander Criminal Proceedings
Three misdemeanor charges were filed at the end of last week.  Mr. Bonander visited the city office and is aware that if he has the repairs made and inspected before the court date, the charges will be dropped.

Security Camera Installation
The cameras have all been installed and the city employees have received training on how to use them.  A policy needs to be developed regarding who the information can be shared with.

NEW BUSINESS
Contract with Kroschel Survey
The city received DNR Outdoor Recreation grants funds years ago for improvements made to the tennis courts.  One requirement of the funds was the land would need to remain a park in perpetuity.  Because the land has been sold, the City must replace the land designated for the DNR grant with property of at least the same size and value.  The softball fields have been discussed as replacement due to the timing of their development and size.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to accept the proposal from Kroschel Surveying to complete the work required by the DNR using the most cost effective method.  Motion carried 5-0.

Maitrejean & Sandstone Assembly of God Snow Plowing Requests
Sandra Shephard with the Sandstone Assembly of God church and Rick Maitrejean, owner of TeeDealers.com have requested the City remove snow from their parking lots.  The church is in the building that the American Legion used.  The lot that is owned by Rick is used by those visiting the city offices.

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the plowing of the lot across from the city offices for the 2016/2017 plowing season while avoiding contact with the building.   Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Devlin, second Palmer to deny the request from the Sandstone Assembly of God church plowing request.  Motion carried 5-0.

Snowplowing/sidewalk Sweeping Routes
Administrator Seibert would like to review the list of priorities for snow removal and make changes as needed.  The council discussed the difficulty of timing the plowing between the sidewalks and streets as well as the city and county roads.

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve the list of snow plowing priorities with the changes made.  Motion carried 5-0.

Resolution 2016-39 – MCCU Wall Sign Variance
Members Cooperative Credit Union is requesting a variance to the current Sign Ordinance to allow for wall signs on two sides of the building being built in the Business Park.  The planning commission has reviewed the request and recommends approval.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to allow the sign variance for MCCU allowing them to post signs on two sides of the new building.  Motion carried 5-0.

Temporary Lions Hill Monitor
The City budgets for a temporary Lions Hill monitor position.  The personnel committee reviewed and discussed applications and is recommending Marilyn Juhl for the position.  

Motion Palmer, second Kester to hire Marilyn Juhl for the temporary Lions Hill monitor position at $10.00/hr.  Motion carried 5-0.

Temporary On-Call Snow Removal Position
The City budgets for an on-call snow removal person.  The personnel committee review and discussed applications and is recommending Jay Eiffler for the temporary on-call snow removal position. 

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to hire Jay Eiffler for the temporary on-call snow removal position at $13.00/hr.   Motion carried 5-0.

The city’s parking ordinance for snow removal will be advertised in as many different venues as possible.

Resolution 2016-44 -2017 EDA Budget
Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve Resolution 2016-44 adopting the final 2017 Sandstone EDA budget.   Motion carried 5-0.

Resolution 2016-45 – 2017 EDA Levy
Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve Resolution 2016-45 adopting the final Sandstone EDA tax levy for taxes payable 2017.  Motion carried 5-0.

Resolution 2016 – 46 – 2017 City Budget
Administrator Seibert reviewed changes made to the preliminary budget. The council members discussed the priorities for capital dollars and the need to proactively plan for future projects.  There was discussion regarding the percentage of the tax levy in association to the more costly maintenance undertakings that will need to be performed in the near future.  

Motion Franklin , second Kester to approve Resolution 2016-46 adopting the final 2017 budget.

Resolution 2016-47 – 2017 City Levy 
Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve Resolution 2016-47 adopting the final 2017 budget and 1% levy.  Motion failed 2-3 with Steffen, Kester and Devlin dissenting.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to approve Resolution 2016-47 adopting the final 2017 levy at 2%.  Motion carried 3-2 with Franklin and Palmer dissenting.

Approve legal response to Viaene letter
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the legal response drafted by the city’s attorney to Mr. Viaene’s letter.

REPORTS: 
Motion Devlin, second Palmer to accept the reports of paid claims and investment.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
A Holiday Tree Event is planned for Thursday, December 8 at 10:00am at the Pine County Courthouse.
The application for funding from the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission was denied.
A quote was received from Dewey Prinzing of KLM Engineering for bringing the water tower up to current code and painting it.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
DEED training on the Redevelopment Grant and Demolition Loan programs is being held that the Administrator and Alana will be attending. 
The website concept was sent to the council members and opinions were requested.

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Palmer to adjourn at 8:54 pm.  Motion carried 5-0.



___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 

										_________________________________________
										Jessica Seibert, Clerk

