Regular Council December 16, 2015
SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
December 16, 2015

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 PM

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Spartz, Devlin and Franklin
Members absent: None
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: Ronald Osladil and Richard Fursman

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: None

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 
Richard Fursman spoke and answered questions about the Administrator Profile, the hiring process, interview dates and the profile and took suggestions from the council.   There was consensus of the Council on dates of meetings and interviews.

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve a salary offer of $60,000-80,000 per year for the Administrator’s position.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:  None

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
Motion Kester, second Franklin to accept the December 2 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: None

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Devlin, second Kester to approve the hiring of Jay Eiffler for on-call snow plowing position; the Personnel Committee hiring a warming house attendant; the payment of normal year end bills; the Engineering contract with Short Elliot Henderson Inc. for Business Park project; the Appraisal contract with Appraisal Professionals; the cemetery plot and perpetual care payment S 1/2 of S 1/2 of Lot 28, Section B, 2nd Addition – Lynn Wolfe; and approve a list of transfers.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A/P Clerk – Claims
There was a question regarding a bill to the township attorney.

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS
Consider Planning Commission recommendation regarding NPAHD billboard
The NPAHD requested a waiver of the City Sign Ordinance to place a temporary construction sign, which is over 300 square feet and therefore considered a billboard, in the wedge parcel it has acquired from the City.  All billboards require a conditional use permit.  The Planning Commission recommended that the City Council waive the conditional use permit requirements with the condition that the sign is removed within thirty days of the completion of the project’s monument sign.

Motion Devlin, second Spartz to approve the waiver for the conditional use permit requirements with the condition that both the sign and structures be removed within 30 days of the installation of the project’s monument sign.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Pay Request – Final – Tri-City – Angle and Court Avenues
The City contracted with Tri-City Paving to undertake and complete paving on Court Avenue and on Angle Avenue and has received the third and final pay request for $58,377.50.

Motion Kester, second Devlin to approve paying the final payment to Tri-City $58,377.50 for paving Court Ave and Angle Ave.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS
Consider Resolution 2015-55 LGA increase
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities is sponsoring legislation that would increase the base appropriation for Local Government Aid in response to the Omnibus Tax Bill of 2015, which froze the LGA appropriation.  There are pros and cons to having the legislation pass.

Motion Franklin, second Steffen to approve Resolution 2015-55 in support of legislation increasing the base appropriation of local government aid.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider 2016 Work Plan
There was discussion on hiring and scheduling building inspectors, capital improvement plan, projects and possible additional concerns.  

REPORTS
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to accept the reports of paid claims, Planning Commission minutes, Park & Rec Commission minutes and Cash Balances report.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
Attorney’s email regarding Fire Call billing
The Administrator explained and the Council discussed the options outlined by the city attorney regarding the fire call billing for a Finlayson Township event.

Motion Devlin to have a search conducted to locate any property that the individual who caused the fire owns that could have a lien applied.  If he does not, then investigate the possibility that the deceased had an applicable insurance policy.  Motion died due to lack of second.

Motion Devlin, second Steffen to direct staff to do a Minnesota property search on the individual who caused the fire to seek the possibility of having a lean applied to it.  Motion carried 5-0.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT   
There is an organizational meeting on January 6, 2016.  There will be a workshop on utility fees and charges in January.  The U of M project report: Roadmap to City’s Future will be presented on Thursday, January 7.  The next planning meeting for the Smithsonian Water Exhibit is on Monday, January 11 at 2 p.m. at the Audubon Center.  The NLX ridership report has been completed.  Eight trains per day at 110 miles/hour would have cost nearly a billion dollars.  The current plan is to have four trains in each direction at 90 miles/hour at six hundred million.  IceFest has been canceled due to lack of ice.  

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Devlin to adjourn at 8:54 PM.  Motion carried 5-0.



___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 

																										_________________________________________
									Sam Griffith, Clerk
