Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
March 15, 2017

CALL TO ORDER:  6:00 PM

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Spartz, Palmer and Devlin
Members absent: 
Staff present: Administrator Seibert, Interim Administrator Jackson and Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: Fran Levings, Sandy Sandwick, Steve Palmer, Richard Drotning, Andrew Mack and Kenneth J. Cammilleri

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion Kester, second Franklin to approve the agenda with the additions of Discussion with Pine City regarding property maintenance ordinances, set a public hearing to amend property maintenance ordinance, approve Sandstone Fire & Rescue ATV Policy and approve purchase of a trailer.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: none

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Palmer had someone ask regarding getting bike racks outside of the library.  Leaha reported that we were denied by the FCI.  The mayor will call and inquire further.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Devlin, second Palmer to accept the March 1, 2017 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: none

CONSENT AGENDA: none

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
A/P Clerk – Claims
Motion Franklin, second Kester to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
Extension Request from Transmissions Plus
A letter has been received from John Benjaminson requesting a deadline extension in removing vehicles due to the moisture saturated ground.  The original letter was received while the weather was warmer.  Now that it has turned cold, the extension may not be necessary.

Motion Devlin, second Palmer to give a 30- day extension from today’s date.  Motion carried 5-0.

Minnesota Power Fire Call Fee Dispute
The city received yet another denial for any compensation for the fire call due to Minnesota Power’s equipment being downed by a tree.  There was discussion regarding which part of the power line was brought down.

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to drop the claim.  Motion carried 4-1 with Devlin dissenting.

Update on 501 Court Ave N PID 45.5408.000
A letter was sent out March 6, 2017 to the owners indicating that there were windows that were in need of repair.  This is the third letter that has been sent regarding this property.  No response has been received but it has been noticed that some of the lower broken windows have been recently boarded up.

Sandstone History and Arts Center Request
The City has received a request from the Sandstone History and Arts Center for continued support while they seek another location for the items currently housed in Sandstone. The Askov Museum does have a room available that can be for Sandstone’s use.  Councilperson Palmer recused herself.  

Motion Devlin, second Kester to offer to pay the utilities through the end of the year and allow them access to City Wi-Fi.  Motion carried 4-0.
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NEW BUSINESS
Old School Arts Center Donation Request
A request of $1000.00 has been received from the Board of Directors in keeping with the support the city has supplied for the last four years.  Fran explained the plans for the upcoming year.  The Montessori school will be using the building come Fall.

Motion Palmer, second Franklin to donate OSAC $1000.00.  Motion carried 5-0.

Parking Surface Ordinance
Having received a complaint from a citizen regarding a vehicle being parked on a residential yard, the staff would appreciate the council reviewing City Ordinance 1310.05, Subd. 9. The council discussed enforcement and the wording difficulty of the current ordinance.  The council directed the staff to inquire how other cities are handling similar situation via the listserv.  

Property Maintenance Ordinance Review
In light of concerns regarding the Chief Building Official’s role, Andrew Mack and Kenneth J Cammilleri came and addressed the council on the subject of property maintenance.  The methods and amount of time spent to motivate owners to comply with the regulations were discussed. The use of fire regulations was deliberated as well.  

Public Hearing to Address Ordinance Change
Motion Devlin, second Kester to set a public hearing for April 5 at 6:15 pm to discuss changing the city code ordinance regarding property maintenance.  Motion carried 5-0.

Sandstone Fire and Rescue ATV/UTV Training and Use Policy
Sandstone Fire and Rescue is participating with Yamaha and Quality Home in a free rental of a ATV/UTV. 

Motion Kester, second Palmer to approve the ATV/UTV Training and use Policy.  Motion carried 4-0.  Devlin abstained from voting.

Trailer to Haul ATV/UTV
The necessity, cost and size of a trailer to transport the ATV/UTV were discussed.  

Motion Franklin to defer the vote until the next meeting when the Fire Chief could be consulted.  Motion failed due to lack of second.

Motion Kester, second Spartz to approve the purchase of a trailer the sum of which is not to exceed $2650.00 and meet the fire chief’s approval.  Motion carried 3-1, with Franklin dissenting.  Devlin abstained from voting.

REPORTS: 
Motion Devlin, second Kester to accept the reports of paid claims and investment.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
There is a letter of thanks from Valerie Palmer regarding her attendance and the value of the League of Minnesota Cities Leadership Conference.  Several of the council agreed and inquired into a more advanced class.
A letter to Senator Thomas Bakk from the Minneapolis-Duluth/Superior Passenger Rail Alliance regarding the Northern Lights-Express project has been sent. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
Leaha reported that everyone has been busy and the fire formula will be sent out in the next few days.  She will be out of the office tomorrow.  There were inquiries from the council regarding the audit.

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Palmer to adjourn at 8:14 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.



___________________________________
Peter Spartz, Mayor 

										_________________________________________
										Leaha Jackson, Interim Clerk

