Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
April 16, 2025

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL: Cassie Gaede, Peter Spartz, Randy Riley, Val Palmer, Julena Rahier

Members absent: None

Staff present: Administrator Kathy George, Community Service Partner Sirena Samuelson, Fire Chief Chaz
Mann

Others present: Sheriff’s Deputy Chuck Anderson, Grant Gloe (SEH)

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Palmer, second Riley to approve the Agenda with the addition of Forest Lake Contracting
Application for Payment. Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS, COMPLAINTS, OR COMMENTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL
MEMBERS: Council members noted that the American flag at City Hall is fraying and street sweeping
efforts have been much appreciated.

PUBLIC HEARING/ PRESENTATIONS: None

CONSENT AGENDA:

Motion Gaede, second Rahier to approve the minutes from the March 19, 2025 Regular Council
Meeting and the Cemetery Deed of Opal Mattson. Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS:

Resolution No. 20250416-01 Accepting Donation

Motion Gaede, second Riley to adopt Resolution No. 20250416-01 Accepting Donation of $3,000 from
the Sandstone Quarry Lions for Panther Park. Motion carried 5-0.

LMC Annual Conference Session

The League of MN Cities Annual Conference is June 25-27 in Duluth. The City of Sandstone has been
invited to present a session at the conference: Sandstone workforce housing: A case study in persistence
and adaptive re-use. Developer Meghan Elliott will join, and a representative from the Initiative
Foundation will be asked to attend. Sandstone’s session is Thursday, June 26" from 3:30-4:30. Mayor
Spartz and Council Members Riley, Rahier, and Palmer would also like to attend.

Sandstone Township

The City received a letter from Sandstone Township requesting a review of the 2026 Fire Contract and they
would also like to talk about orderly annexation. Administrator George was directed to invite the
Sandstone Town Board to the May 21% Council Meeting.

James Bartel — Sewer Service Line Request
James Bartel owns property at 410 Washington Street. He recently found that his service line to the City
sewer main has collapsed. The estimated project cost is $12,611. Bartel is requesting the City pay for the
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repair and assess his property. The City has approved this assistance for other property owners in the past,
with terms being prime interest rate (currently 7.5%) for a 5 or 10-year term.

Motion Gaede, second Rahier to accept the Petition and Waiver Agreement from James Bartel and
approve the special assessment project. Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:

Engineer Report

SEH Engineer Grant Gloe presented Application for Payment No. 1 from A-1 Excavating for work
completed through April 1% in the amount of $74,893.25. He reported that removals are complete and 400-
feet of water main and 700-feet of sewer main have been installed on 4™ Street. After storm sewer is
installed, the crew will proceed with work on Washington Street.

Motion Riley, second Palmer to approve Application for Payment No. 1 from A-1 Excavating for
work completed through April 1st in the amount of $74,893.25 related to the 2025 Street & Utilities
Reconstruction project. Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS:

Community Service Partner
CSP Sirena Samuelson provided a written report:

e 63 rentals in town; 6 still need to submit paperwork, first citation sent. 1 property remains not fully
compliant (owner has moved forward with eviction process; allowed additional time); 1 property
has unfinished correction orders from 2022 and has gone to the Court system — the property recently
sold so, charges have been dropped; 23 properties are due for inspections this year

e 25 |etters went out to remind people to take advantage of Mondays in May

e potentially dangerous dog; waiting for response from property manager

e 101 State Hwy 23 — complaint received regarding garbage and dog; letter sent, owner is working on
issues

e 605 Commercial still has no garbage service; attending Court on April 24; property has officially
gone tax forfeit — but, people are still living there; water has been off since December 3'; County
started eviction process April 1

e 1300 Creekside Lane property clean up — working with City Attorney on an administrative warrant;
attorney is looking for a conveyance filed when the subdivision was first platted; sent letter about
Mondays in May

e 1209 State Hwy 23 N — no garbage service, household trash accumulating; Council supports
emergency clean up efforts

e 221 Court has applied for a conditional use permit to add another living space, making the property
a four-plex; a sprinkler system will be required; this will be shared with the Planning Commission

e Neighborhood Watch meeting 4/10 — good meeting; newspaper wants to do a story

¢ Finished the Building Inspector class; found it will be better to move forward with the Building
Official certification (instead of Limited Building Official); continuing to work with Building
Official Drotning, tagging along on inspections, plan reviews, etc.

e Participating in Housing Task Force re Basswood Court development and Quarry Days Committee;
will be attending the Minnesota Municipal Clerks Institute — 3" year
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Sheriff’s Deputy Report

The Sheriff’s Department logged 155 calls in Sandstone during March. Deputy Anderson reported on
various calls and occurrences since his last report; including welfare checks, suspicious activity, warrant
arrest, motor vehicle accident, shed fire, suicidal thoughts, medical calls, homeless person, burglary in
process.

Fire Department
Fire Chief Chaz Mann reported:

e The Department had 36 calls from February 12 to April 4; 21 medical assists, 1 CO detector, 1
cooking fire, 5 cancelled en route, 2 motor vehicle accidents, 2 false alarms, 3 wildland fires, 2
structure fires

e Training covered highway safety and traffic management operations; 1 member is attending
Emergency Medical Responder training; upcoming training will cover wildland firefighting
operations

e 3 new members are being processed

e Engine 823 had repairs on emergency lighting and the foam system was flushed

e The SCBA air compressor will likely need to be replaced; parts are no longer available for repairs

e Wildland firefighting equipment (side by side) has been placed in service

Rules & Regulations Update

Chief Mann and Administrator George have been working for the past several months to update the
Fire Department’s Rules & Regulations document. Mann reviewed the various changes with the
Council; most notably, adding rescue/first responders, adding sections on social media and use of
personally owned vehicles, among various other updates

Motion Gaede, second Riley to approve the updated Sandstone Fire Department Rules &
Regulations document. Motion carried 5-0.

EDA Meeting — March 26, 2025

The EDA met on March 26™ and approved an agreement with Meghan Elliott/New History for project
management services, selected Mavo Systems for the selective demolition and regulated waste
management project, and accepted a proposal from Braun Intertec for environmental services all for the
Historic Sandstone School project. The EDA also received various project updates and met in closed
session to consider proposals received for the acquisition and redevelopment of the Gas Light property.

Planning Commission Meeting — April 9, 2025

John DeRungs Lot Split and Variance Requests

The Planning Commission held a public hearing to consider the lot split and variance requests for 517
& 521 Hoover Street. Parcel 45.5139.000 contains both structures. DeRungs would like to split the
parcel in two and offer these structures for sale individually. Variances are required for the lot width
of 60-feet and for the 6-foot side yard setback for the existing structure on Lot 5. The Planning
Commission recommends approval of the lot split and variances.

Motion Rahier, second Palmer to approve the lot split of 517 & 521 Hoover Street, parcel
45.5139.000; and further to approve a variance to allow a lot width of 60 feet for each new parcel
and a variance to allow a 6-foot side yard setback from the west property line on Lot 5 (517
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Hoover). Motion carried 5-0.

Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting — April 11, 2025
The Park Commission discussed upcoming events and received updates on the Robinson Quarry Park
project, as well as various other items.

Forest Lake Contracting Pay Application #6

Motion Gaede, second Palmer to approve Pay Application #6 for Forest Lake Contracting in the
amount of $78,401.81 for the Robinson Quarry Park Site Improvements Project. Motion carried
5-0.

Housing Task Force Update

The Task Force met prior to the Council meeting to review proposals received for the two tax forfeited
properties. Five proposals were received for 715 Commercial and two were received for 118 Division.
The Task Force recommended the Council accept the proposal from JC Anderson for 715 Commercial and
from Drew Abrahamson for 118 Division.

Motion Gaede, second Riley to accept the proposal from JC Anderson for acquisition and
redevelopment of 715 Commercial and from Drew Abrahamson for acquisition and redevelopment
of 118 Division. Motion carried 5-0.

Library Report — March 2025

Librarian Nora Hinton reported that 298 reference questions were answered and the door count was 1,245.
42 attendees participated in six Storytimes. 27 submissions were received for the bookmark contest. The
annual Spring for Libraries fundraiser is underway, hoping to raise funds for décor in the reading area.

USDA Rural Development is planning to feature the Sandstone Library project on their website as a
success story.

Building Inspection Report — March 2025
Building Official Richard Drotning reported 7 building permits and 1 right-of-way permit were issued in
March. There are currently 10 ongoing building projects and 3 ongoing right-of-way projects in town.

Public Works Director Report — March 2025

Public Works Director Hiler reported that, in addition to routine tasks, street sweeping has started, the
flagpole at the John Wright building has been replaced, the air compressor for the sprinkler system at the
John Wright building had to be replaced at a cost of $8,050, cutting edges were replaced on the plow
trucks, and catch basins were cleared.

In the Water Department, the valve was replaced at 1102 State Hwy 23 N and 3 new water meters were
installed. In the Wastewater Department, three sewer backups were reported and determined to be private
line issues, the cost to replace/update the panel at Lift Station #3 (Quarry Place) is $38,828.57.

Financial Reports
Motion Palmer, second Riley to approve the March A/P Clerk Claims in the total amount of
$221,679.79. Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: None
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: A Project Update report was provided.

ADJOURN
Motion Gaede, second Riley to adjourn at 8:30 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

Peter Spartz, Mayor Kathy George, Administrator
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