Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
April 19, 2023

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL: Val Palmer, Peter Spartz, Julena Rahier, Cassie Gaede

Members absent: Randy Riley

Staff present: Administrator Kathy George; Community Service Partner Sirena Samuelson

Others present: Fire Chief Chaz Mann, Britt Cummins, Derek Buck Jr., Sheldon Colsrud, Justin Hiler

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Motion Gaede, second Palmer to approve the Agenda with the additions of Summer Helper, 409 15t
Street, and 329 1%t Street. Motion carried 4-0.

PETITIONS, COMPLAINTS, OR COMMENTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL
MEMBERS: Complaints were received regarding the condition of Washington Street, and some
sidewalks in town.

PUBLIC HEARING/ PRESENTATIONS:

Ordinance No. 20230419-01 Repeal City Code 615 — Regulation of Lodging Establishments

Motion Palmer, second Gaede to open the Public Hearing at 6:05 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

Lodging Establishments are defined as any hotel, motel, restaurant, boarding house, place of refreshment,
resort, recreational camping area, cabin camp, tourist room, or mobile home park. The Code requires the
City to issue annual licenses to these establishments and inspect them. The City has not been enforcing this
Code, since these establishments are regulated by the Minnesota Department of Health.

A public hearing notice was published in the April 6™ and April 13" editions of the North Pine County
News. No comments from the public were received prior to tonight’s hearing. Mayor Spartz called for any
comments from the public. No comments were received.

Motion Gaede, second Spartz to close the Public Hearing at 6:07 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Spartz, second Palmer to adopt Ordinance No. 20230419-01 Repeal City Code 615 —
Regulation of Lodging Establishments. Motion carried 4-0.

Ordinance No. 20230419-02 Repeal City Code 305.23 — Youth Commission

Motion Spartz, second Palmer to open the Public Hearing at 6:08 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

City Code 305.23 creates a Youth Commission to offer young adults a means of direct communication
with the city council in establishing policies that affect the city. A Youth Commission has not been
established. The City does seek a student representative on the Park & Rec Commission.
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A public hearing notice was published in the April 6 and April 13" editions of the North Pine County
News. No comments from the public were received prior to tonight’s hearing. Mayor Spartz called for any
comments from the public. No comments were received.

Motion Spartz, second Gaede to close the Public Hearing at 6:10 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Spartz, second Gaede to adopt Ordinance No. 20230419-02 Repeal City Code 305.23 — Youth
Commission. Motion carried 4-0.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion Palmer, second Rahier to approve the minutes from the March 15, 2023 Regular Council
Meeting. Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS:

Abate Nuisance: 422 Court Ave N

Last fall, the Council approved abatement of the nuisance of miscellaneous debris and junk in the yard,;
however, due to weather and other delays, abatement did not occur before the snow season. CSP
Samuelson reported that neighbors are complaining about rats on the property. She stated that several
letters and citations were issued last fall for non-compliance. This week, Building Official Drotning
viewed the property and took pictures of the foundation, noting structural concerns.

Neighbors were present to express their frustration with the situation, stating that the house/property smells
really bad, there is garbage piled up inside the house, the buckets stacked outside are suspected to be filled
with feces, there are 2 dogs at the house who never seem to come outside to go to the bathroom, there are 7
cats inside the house (one cat died and the occupants just threw it outside), garbage is strewn along the
fence between the two properties, suspected drug activity is taking place all night, the house is falling in,
there are holes in the roof, they have talked to the County about the situation, Sheriff Deputies have been
there. They have been putting up with this situation for 3 years now.

Samuelson added that the water meter is not running properly; City staff has been estimating their water
usage. Efforts have been made to gain access to the water meter, to no avail.

Motion Gaede, second Rahier to approve immediate abatement of the nuisance at 422 Court Ave N
and to direct Building Official Drotning to proceed with the condemnation process. Motion carried
4-0.

Abate Nuisance: 409 1% Street

Samuelson provided pictures of this property, noting various nuisances with furniture, garbage, and junk
strewn about. She stated that this property was approved for abatement last fall, too; however, clean up did
not occur before the snow season. Citations have been issued. Some clean up has occurred, but not
enough. Samuelson would like to abate the trash nuisance and encourage the owners to take advantage of
the Mondays in May clean up campaign. Motion Palmer, second Spartz to approve abatement of the
nuisance at 409 15t Street. Motion carried 4-0.

Abate Nuisance: 329 1% Street
Samuelson provided pictures of this property, noting the nuisance of household garbage, tires and
miscellaneous debris on the porch and in the yard. Two citations have been issued, with no response.
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Motion Palmer, second Gaede to approve abatement of the nuisance at 329 1%t Street. Motion carried

4-0.

Samuelson noted that 717 Commercial Avenue and 605 Commercial Avenue are also on the list for
abatement, as the Council had previously approved continuous abatement of these two habitual nuisance

properties.

Resolution No. 20230419-01 Accepting Donations
The following donations were recently received:

Name of Donor

Karry White

Dave & Pam Hogberg (Richard Ebnet Memorial)
Kathleen Ebnet (Richard Ebnet Memorial)

Brenda & James Schafer (Richard Ebnet Memorial)

Donation

Lumber for Skunk Creek Trail
$25.00 for Fire Department
$100.00 for Fire Department
$25.00 for Fire Department

$2,500.00 for Mary Thorvig Memorial
Tree Garden

$2,500.00 for Mary Thorvig Memorial

Tree Garden

$5,000.00 for Panther Park

$100.00 for Panther Park

Craig Thorvig
Caroline Thorvig

X-MAT-111 LLC
James Azarski

Motion Gaede, second Palmer to adopt Resolution No. 20230419-01 Accepting Donations as stated.
Motion carried 4-0.

Avrlen Krantz Ford Request — Remove “No Parking” Sign

The City received a request by Heather Von Rueden at Arlen Krantz Ford to eliminate the “No Parking”
sign by the east driveway from their adjacent parking lot. The driveway is no longer used. Public Works
Director Hiler reviewed the request and stated he has no issue with removing it. Motion Palmer, second
Rahier approving the removal of the “No Parking” sign by Arlen Krantz Ford’s east driveway.
Motion carried 4-0.

Pine County Sale of Tax Forfeited Parcels

The City received notice from the Pine County Land Department that two tax forfeited parcels are slated
for sale: 45.5134.000 and 45.5146.000. Both parcels are bare land. Land Commissioner Greg Beck
informed Administrator George that the parcels will be offered to adjacent property owners. 45.5134.000
has no road to the property and contains significant wetlands. 45.5146.000 has road frontage but due to
setback requirements it lacks a viable building site, in Beck’s opinion.

There is no need to respond to the notice, if the City approves of Beck’s plan. No response within 60 days
is automatic approval for the sale of the parcels. Consensus of the Council was to offer “no response”.

League of Minnesota Cities Annual Conference

The Conference is scheduled for June 21-23 in Duluth. Council Members were asked to let Administrator
George know if they are interested in attending. Councilor Palmer expressed interest in attending for one
day — June 22",

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:

City Engineer — Project Updates
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SEH Engineer Greg Anderson provided a written update:

Water Treatment Plant Improvements (Well #1 & Generator Replacement)

a metal security enclosure was temporarily installed over the wellhead
the new generator installation has been delayed until August; other options are being explored

Forcemain to Wastewater Ponds Testing/Inspection

the contractor wasn’t able to exercise the gate valves or test the forcemain pipes under the Kettle
River last year
a formal contract will be established with the contractor to ensure the work is completed in 2023

1-35 Utility Improvements

SEH is working on the MN DOT permit for work in the MN DOT right-of-way
The MN Dept of Health permit has been received

Work is planned for early August

The final completion date is October 15

Woastewater Pond — Phosphorus Treatment Improvements

The project is on the MN Public Facilities Authority (PFA) Project Priority List (PPL)
Funding determinations will be made by the PFA this summer
SEH is working on submitting the project to the PFA’s Intended Use Plan (IUP) by June

REPORTS:

Community Service Partner — Sirena Samuelson reported the following:

There are 65 rental properties in Sandstone
o 10 still have not returned registration paperwork
o 6-9 properties will be inspected this year
o 2 new properties have been added as rentals
She has been responding to complaints regarding dogs, garbage, vehicles, etc.
She is working on scheduling Neighborhood Watch block parties
She is establishing a Yard of the Month program to encourage people with positive reinforcement
She will be attending the Minnesota Municipal Clerk’s Institute in May
A court date has been set regarding the Administrative Warrant to inspect the Slama property

Sheriff’s Deputy Report — March, 2023

The Sheriff’s Department logged 292 calls in Sandstone during March.

Fire Department

Fire Chief Chaz Mann reported as follows:

the Department had 10 calls since his last report: 7 medical, 2 motor vehicle accidents on the
freeway, 1 mutual aid structure fire in Hinckley

training was conducted on incident command

the Department is hosting a training burn at a property on Grindstone Lake; Pine Technical &
Community College will be instructing

an additional training burn of a cabin is being explored

a mock OSHA inspection is being scheduled
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e the extractor grant has been submitted

e FEMA grant applications are in the “submitted” status

e Jerome’s Collision sent pictures of the progress of the work on the new Tender

e A new model skid unit is being acquired for the new side-by-side, which will be painted soon

e Used radios were acquired from the State Patrol; hopefully, more will become available soon

e Due to the wet spring, a delayed grass fire season is expected

e Colors by Craig is creating graphics for vehicles and equipment

e Mann showed the Council one of the new SCBA sets that have been acquired; 14 units were
acquired, they have a 15-year warranty, 4 have thermo cameras, the units are ergonomically
compliant

New Firefighter: Garrett Fox

Fire Chief Mann requested approval to hire Garrett Fox as a probationary firefighter. Motion Spartz,
second Gaede to hire Garrett Fox as a probationary firefighter pending background check and
medical screening. Motion carried 4-0.

Leave of Absence: Brian Talbot

Mann stated that Firefighter Brian Talbot has requested a leave of absence from the Fire Department.
Motion Palmer, second Spartz approving a leave of absence from the Fire Department for
Firefighter Brian Talbot. Motion carried 4-0.

EDA Meeting — March 15 22, 2023
e A Community Business Partnership Signage Grant was approved for Attaboy’s
A Community Business Partnership Loan was approved for EI Mexico Restaurant
Proposals were received for the use of the former Family Dollar building
Various updates were provided

Park & Rec Commission Meeting — April 14, 2023
e A tree removal plan was approved for Lee Greenly
e Annual events were discussed
e Various updates were provided

Robinson Quarry Park — Legacy Grant Projects - Contract
Last month, the Council awarded the project to Forest Lorest Lake Contracting. LHB prepared the
contract, and the City Attorney reviewed it, stating no concerns.

Motion Spartz, second Rahier, to approve the contract with Forest Lake Contracting for the
Robinson Quarry Park Legacy Grant projects as presented. Motion carried 4-0.

Special Event Permit — Darren Fogt: Graduation Party

The Park Commission reviewed a request for a Special Permit from Darren Fogt to hold a graduation
party for a particular student in Panther Park. This student will go on to play basketball in college.
Fogt would like to allow guests to bring their own alcohol to the event. City Code 815.13 requires
Council approval to have alcohol in city parks. Councilor Gaede abstained, as she is on the planning
team for this event and will be present. Motion Rahier, second Spartz to approve the Special
Permit to allow for the use, consumption, display and presence of liquor and beer in Panther
Park for a graduation party on June 10™ from 1:00 — 5:00 p.m. with the condition that no one
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under the legal age be allowed to consume these beverages and that Panther Park not be closed to
the public. Motion carried 3-0, with Gaede abstaining.

Library Report — March, 2023

Librarian Josh Menter provide a written report. 673 patrons visited the library and 285 reference questions
were answered during the month of March. Dungeons and Dragon groups continue strong. Participation
was lower than expected for the Women’s History Month contest; they will try again next year, hoping for
a better turnout. Volunteers are being collected to help move the library to the new location at 106 Main
Avenue. Trivia night starts in May. A Spring for Libraries campaign will begin with the goal of procuring
light therapy lamps for the new library.

Library Project Update

Administrator George reported on the progress of the renovations at 106 Main. Snowguards for the
roof, interior doors, and windows have now been installed. Logs, instead of rocks, for the fireplace are
being explored. Signage, paint, stucco patching still needs to be done on the exterior. Shelving was
installed, along with some smaller furniture items. The rest of the furniture is scheduled to arrive April
26-27. There was a discrepancy between the plans and the order for browsing bins — 2 extra bins were
ordered and they are not returnable. The Librarian will see how the children’s area lays out; perhaps
these 2 bins can be used there. One of the shelving units did not fit between 2 windows as planned; so
they were split up. This left 2 shelving units without end panels. Two new end panels are on order.

City 2022 Budaget: In anticipation for the new library operating expenses, the budget for the Library
was increased from the long-standing $5,000 operating supplies to $22,500 to include anticipated
operating expenses. Of that amount in 2022, only $7,120 was spent, leaving $10,380 unspent.
Administrator George asked if the Council was interested in transferring this amount into Fund 486
(the Library construction fund) to help off-set the additional loan the City is taking out from the USDA
Rural Development for the furniture and fixtures. Motion Palmer, second Spartz to transfer
$10,380 from Fund 101 (representing unspent 2022 Library funds) into Fund 486 (Library
Construction Fund) to off-set the loan for furniture and fixtures. Motion carried 4-0.

Building Inspection Report — March, 2023

Building Official Richard Drotning issued 2 building, 2 maintenance, and 1 right-of-way permits in March.
He also issued the Certificate of Occupancy for the new Library. Currently, there are 6 ongoing building
and 4 ongoing right-of-way projects in town.

Public Works Director Report — March, 2023

Public Works Director Hiler’s written report was provided. In addition to plowing, sanding, and clearing
sidewalks, hydrants and catch basins were cleared, gravel roads scraped, pothole patching was started, new
heavy gauge aluminum flag poles were ordered for Main Avenue, snow was cleared from the Chalet roof at
Lions Hill, ice dams were removed from the current Library roof and from the John Wright/Day Care
Center roof, snow was moved at The Rock to allow for shoring and land survey work, ceiling tiles were
replaced at the current Library, a new railing was installed above the break room in the Public Works shop,
the remainder of sand/salt was removed from the former Public Works shop (now leased to BNSF).
Maintenance activities included replacing hydraulic seals/lines on the 2006 Ford Sterling (along with
replacing worn trip springs), the 2000 Ford Sterling, the 2015 Chevy 3500 (along with repairing the
transmission shift linkage) and the Backhoe (along with replacing a broken window). Two worn brooms
were replaced on the Street Sweeper and the worn sidewalk broom was replaced on the Toro 7210. A
water gate valve box was replaced on Ashley Street. Chemical was delivered for the phosphorus reduction
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trial at the sewer ponds. A sewer backup at 330 Division was attributed to the private service line. A grant
was approved for a new composite sampler to be used by FCI for phosphorus sampling. Hiler is
researching the potential purchase of a used sewer jetting machine.

PeopleService Report — March, 2023

A written report was provided. Operator Wold started the ferric pilot study (phosphorus reduction at
the sewer ponds) with the first set of results averaging 2.64 mg/I for total phosphorus, compared to an
average of 6.4 mg/l from April 2022. A sewer backup at 433 Washington was caused by a broken
cleanout in the yard, a stick was wedged in the service line. Sewer backups at 1030 Pine and 300
Division were attributed to the service lines. The wastewater treatment plant wet well was cleaned out
due to growth of grass and weeds around the influent; this cleaning will be scheduled again for
October/November, depending on the weather.

Summer Helper

Gerald Erickson is interested in returning to fill the Summer Helper position. This will be his third
year returning. Public Works Director Hiler recommends hiring Erickson at the rate of $16.00 per
hour. Motion Spartz, second Palmer to hire Gerald Erickson to fill the Summer Helper position
for $16.00 per hour. Motion carried 4-0.

Financial Reports

Motion Palmer, second Spartz to approve the March financial reports: Cash Balance, Revenue &
Expenditure Report; the Total Residual Income/Loss Report; and A/P Clerk Claims in the total
amount of $327,348.94. Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: None
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: The Administrator reported on the following items:

House Fire — 313 Minnesota Street
» House is a total loss
» There is no insurance on the property; the family have walked away from it
» 2 letters have been sent — no response
» The City will move forward with cleaning up the property and assessing the amount on the property
taxes

Water Storage Tank
» Moving forward with a remote operated vehicle evaluation for $2,700
» Moving forward with the dry tank cleanout evaluation of the 25,000 gallon reclaim tank for $3,000
» Moving forward with the dry tank cleanout evaluation of the 110,000 gallon clearwell reservoir for
$3,200

MN City Participation Program (first-time homebuyer assistance)
» $100,000 has been reserved for Sandstone purchases
» A press release is coming out in the North Pine County News
» The City’s Spring newsletter includes information about the program
» Talk to friends — anyone you know who might be looking to purchase a home in Sandstone
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Trailer Mounted Sewer Flushing Machine
» PW Director Hiler is looking into purchasing this machine — so we don’t have to borrow one
whenever we need one
» Price range is around $25,000 for a used one

Pine County Community-Wide Brand
» Your input is desired
» www.brandingpinecounty.com

Water Run-off Testing
» In response to a citizen complaint the MPCA received regarding treated water (used for ice farming)
running off the climber’s wall and into the Kettle River, we are conducting testing
» Results will be shared with the MPCA

ADJOURN
Motion Gaede, second Palmer to adjourn at 8:20 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

Peter Spartz, Mayor Kathy George, Administrator
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