Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
April 22, 2025

Board of Appeal & Equalization
CALL TO ORDER: 6:02 p.m.

ROLL CALL: Val Palmer, Julena Rahier, Randy Riley, Cassie Gaede

Members absent: Peter Spartz

Staff present: Administrator Kathy George

Others present: Lorri Houtsma, Sean O’Reilly and Kim Kylander, Pine County Assessor’s Office

Board of Appeal & Equalization
The purpose of the meeting is to hold the annual Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting. Three Council
Members have taken the required training (Gaede, Palmer and Rahier).

Houtsma stated that the purpose of tonight’s meeting was to hear from property owners about the 2025
assessed valuation of their property, which is used for the 2026 tax payments. She explained that the
Assessor conducts a sales study of qualified sales that occurred from October 2023 through September
2024 and compares the sale price to the Assessor’s Estimated Market Value. The State requires that the
ratio be between 90% and 105%. For residential properties, there were 18 qualifying sales in Sandstone
during this period. The sales to EMV ratio was 105.63%. Therefore, the Estimated Market Value was
adjusted to bring the ratio down to 94.59%. Houtsma further explained the property tax refund criteria and
application process.

Peter Spartz raised a concern (via proxy) with his constantly rising property value, going from $320,000 in
2021 to $525,100 in 2024, with no new construction or improvements being made. Since Spartz is
currently the Mayor and a member of the Board of Appeal & Equalization, the Board cannot make a
change regarding his property.

Motion Riley, second Palmer to make no change to the assessed value of parcel 45.5010.000. Motion
carried 4-0. Spartz is eligible to appeal this decision to the Pine County Board of Appeal & Equalization.
Kylander noted that she will contact Spartz to further discuss his concerns, and to schedule an interior
review of the property.

ADJOURN
Motion Riley, second Palmer to adjourn at 6:32 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

Peter Spartz, Mayor

Kathy George, Administrator
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