Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
April 5, 2017

CALL TO ORDER:  6:06 PM

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Spartz, Palmer and Devlin
Members absent: none
Staff present: Administrator Seibert, Interim Administrator Jackson and Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: Dave Baker, Gary Koland, and Deputy Chuck Anderson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion Palmer, second Franklin to approve the agenda with the deletion reference 30610 from the financial report and the additions of a request of funds from Pine County Historical Society and the announcement of Senator Klobuchar’s Summit.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: deputy went over the criminal activity in the Sandstone for the last month.  The council inquired as to their recourse regarding the four wheelers on Lion’s Hill, 1st street and through people’s yards.  Copies of the Sandstone code would be helpful.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
There was a question regarding the city’s liquor license.  A letter was delivered from the Pine County History Center.  One of the council people was approached by citizens requesting help from the fire department for help in burning off nuisance grass.  Four wheelers are causing difficulties in town again tearing up yards.  The deputy has talked to the individuals.  The Shanks on Oriole Street have called the city to report that when it rains, water pools in the street and in their front yard.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Devlin, second Kester to accept the March 9 and 15, 2017 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: 
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to open a public hearing at 6:17 p.m. to discuss amending the property maintenance code.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Kester, second Devlin to close the public meeting at 6:23 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve OSAC temporary liquor licenses for May 19  and 27, 2017, attendance of Lois Newey, finance officer at Ehlers Financial Planning Seminar April 25, 2017, advertising for temporary summer streets and parks help and summer park help, Resolution 2017-08 – Small Cities Grant Slum & Blight Conditions; replacing Resolution 2017-07, special event permit for Rapids Riders Whitewater Canoe and Kayak Club, Inc., administrator’s sending a letter of support for LGA increase to MN Senate and MN DNR and Sandstone Fire Department Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
A/P Clerk – Claims
Motion Kester, second Franklin to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
Montessori School
David Baker, Montessori Board Member updated the City Council regarding the name of the school, difficulties with contractors, the progress in the repairs and recruitment of students.  Questions came from the council regarding student-teacher ratio, class size etc.

Discussion of Fire Formula Meeting Date
The Fire and Rescue committee are needed to meet with the fire department and township representatives. 

Motion Devlin, second Palmer to approve Fire & Rescue committee setting a meeting date with the Fire Department to assess the department’s needs, the fire formula and then with Township representatives to discuss the Fire Formula budget .  Motion carried 5-0.

Property Maintenance Code Language
Motion Spartz, second Devlin to table the discussion regarding the property maintenance code language until the phraseology of the ordinance can be worked out.  Motion carried 5-0.

A workshop was suggested to educate the council on the parameters of the code.  The advantages of having the city’s attorney involved were discussed.
.
Motion Franklin, second Devlin to have a workshop on April 19 at 4 p.m. to clarify the wording.  Motion carried 5-0.

Administrator Position Action
The council asked to defer this item to the end of the meeting.
Leaha Jackson was hired as the Interim City Administrator for a period of 30 days beginning March 6, 2017.  Consideration should be made to fill the position on a permanent basis.  Leaha went over the items that she works on.  The committee voiced appreciation of Leaha’s performance.  

Motion Palmer, second Spartz to begin the discussion on the administrator’s position.  Motion carried 5-0.

Spartz requested information into the two-year contract limitation.  It was suggested that the city look back at the tapes of the council meetings to see when the two-year limitation began and ends.  The personnel committee can contact Richard Fursman to determine.  

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to direct the personnel committee to reopen the city administrator position search with Richard Fursman.  Motion 3-2 with Kester and Devlin dissenting.

Capital Improvement
The council was asked to consider eighteen capital improvement projects and choose the five they believe most important.  Leaha went over the tabulation of the council members’ priorities.  The projects and the implications of each repair were discussed.

Motion Devlin, second Palmer to approve the list of capital improvement projects.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS: none
Pine County Historical Society
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gary Koland delivered a letter from the Pine County Historical Society to ask for continued support of $1,500.  There was discussion regarding what is given to other charitable organizations.

Motion Palmer to contribute $1000 to the Pine County Historical Society.  Motion died due to lack of a second.

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to put subject of a contribution to the Pine County Historical Society on the agenda for the next meeting after research can be done into what the city contributes to the Sandstone Historical Society.  Motion 5-0.

REPORTS: 
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to accept the reports of paid claims and investment.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
A thank you letter was received from Jessica Seibert.  Those working on the Northern Lights Express (NLX) project are completing preliminary engineering and environmental assessments.  A housing planning meeting for Pine County will take place April 11 from 6:30 - 8 p.m. in the jury assembly room in the Pine County Courthouse.  Initiative Foundation sent a thank you letter for the city’s 2017 appropriation.
Paul Peters completed MNDOT snowplow hazard avoidance training.  Amy Klobuchar is holding a Northeast Minnesota Infrastructure Summit on Tuesday April 11th at 2:00 p.m. at the St. Louis County Public Safety Campus.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
Leaha thanked the council for the opportunity she has had in the interim city administration position.

ADJOURN
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to adjourn at 7:30 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.



___________________________________
Peter Spartz, Mayor 

										_________________________________________
										Leaha Jackson, Interim Clerk

