Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
June 18, 2025

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL: Peter Spartz, Val Palmer, Julena Rahier, Randy Riley

Members absent: Cassie Gaede

Staff present: Administrator Kathy George, Community Service Partner Sirena Samuelson, Fire Chief Chaz
Mann

Others present: Greg Anderson (SEH Engineer), Deputy Chuck Anderson, Sierra Kingen (North Pine
County News), Rick Puissegur

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Riley, second Palmer to approve the Agenda as presented. Motion carried 4-0.

PETITIONS, COMPLAINTS, OR COMMENTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL
MEMBERS: Council Members have been receiving many positive comments about all the improvements
taking place in town.

Rick Puissegur, resident and owner of 223 Washington Street, addressed the Council with concerns about
his lawn, which has not been restored to his satisfaction after the Washington Street road project occurred
two years ago. He hired Juhl Construction to provide dirt, materials and labor for $1,456.74 and asked the
Council to consider reimbursing him for this expense. The Council took the matter under consideration for
further review.

PUBLIC HEARINGS/PRESENTATIONS: None

CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion Palmer, second Rahier to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2025 Regular Council Meeting.
Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS:

Resolution No. 20250618-01 Accepting Donation

Motion Spartz, second Rahier to adopt Resolution No. 20250618-01 Accepting Donations: 3 CDs
from the Sandstone History Center for the Downtown Revitalization Plan, a Trex Bench from the
Sandstone Quarry Lions for Bark Park, and $15,000 from the Sandstone Lions for Panther Park.
Motion carried 4-0.

Trevor Keller Resignation

Streets & Parks Maintenance Worker Trevor Keller submitted his resignation effective June 13th.
Motion Riley, second Palmer to accept the resignation of Trevor Keller effective June 13th. Motion
carried 4-0.

Liquor License Renewals
The City Council is asked to consider the license renewals of:
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e on sale liquor and Sunday liquor to Sandstone Area Golf Course LLC, dba Sandstone Area Golf
Course, with Outside Patio Endorsement;

e on sale liquor and Sunday liquor to R&O LLC, dba El Mexico Bar & Grill, with Outside Patio
Endorsement;

e 3.2 on sale, on-sale wine and strong beer and Sunday liquor to SandRocks LLC, dba SandRocks, with
Outside Patio Endorsement;

e 3.2 on sale, on-sale wine and strong beer and Sunday liquor to Daniel Lang, dba Sandstone Lanes;

e on sale liquor, off sale liquor and Sunday liquor license to WBE of Sandstone Inc, dba Woody’s Bar
and Offsale.

All licenses are subject to license payment, Sheriff background check, proper insurance, and current
property tax status. As of June 2, 2025, all businesses have paid 2024 taxes except for Sandstone Lanes and
El Mexico Bar & Grill.

Motion Palmer, second Riley to approve Liquor License Renewals as presented, pending receipt of
all required documents and payment of all fees. Motion carried 4-0.

Cemetery Road

The City received an estimate from MPJ Enterprises to construct a new gravel road in the southern portion
of the cemetery, connecting into the existing road system. Motion Palmer, second Riley to accept the
estimate from MPJ Enterprises to construct a new gravel road in the Cemetery for $13,237.00.
Motion carried 4-0.

Wayfinding Signage Plan: Set Work Session
A Council Work Session was set for July 10 at 5:00 p.m. to review the Wayfinding Signage Plan and
prioritize projects.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:

Engineer Report

2025 Street Improvements

Application for Payment No. 3 from A-1 Excavating for work completed through June 5th in the
amount of $200,903.62 was presented for approval, representing 49% of work completed with 5%
retainage held. The project was slowed by rain delays; curb work is finished; sidewalks and driveways
will be installed next week; followed by the first bituminous lift; after which, Commercial Avenue
work to create diagonal parking will occur; with the final bituminous lift over the whole project
approximately two weeks later, giving the engineers time to inspect the first bituminous lift.

Motion Palmer, second Rahier to approve Application for Payment No. 3 from A-1 Excavating
for work completed through June Sth in the amount of $200,903.62 related to the 2025 Street &
Utilities Reconstruction project. Motion carried 4-0.

Wastewater Treatment Plant; Phosphorus Reduction Project

The City is eligible for grant funds to proceed with the Phosphorus Reduction Project, covering 80% of
the construction costs. The City was holding off on proceeding with this project while agreeing to try

a pilot project that would reduce the phosphorus naturally; however, the contemplated project was
included in the City’s 5-year NPDES Permit and the MPCA 1is considering the City “noncompliant”
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with the permit until this work is complete. The pilot project is taking longer than expected to get
started and, once started, will likely take 1-2 years to evaluate results. Therefore, staff is
recommending the City move forward with the original project, taking advantage of the grant, while
continuing to pursue the pilot project.

Motion Palmer, second Riley to move forward with the Wastewater Treatment Plant
Phosphorus Treatment Project. Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS:

Community Service Partner

CSP Sirena Samuelson reported:

61 rental properties in town; 1 still needs to submit paperwork and payment, second citation has
been sent. Holding off on 1 non-compliant property as the owner has moved forward with eviction
process; 20 properties are due for inspections this year; 5 have taken place so far - 1 passed, 4 have
violations; 7 appointments have been scheduled

41 letters were sent regarding refuse, 6 have progressed to receiving legal letters

Checking campers at Robinson Quarry Park daily; 3 people did not register

Vehicles: 1 friendly letter re RV, 1 trailer parked on Old Military Road — posted legal notice

Long Grass: 41 letters sent; 6 had to be mowed by the City

Impounded 1 dog running at large; friendly letter given regarding another dog; re-homed 3
abandoned cats

Homeless couple found at various locations around town; currently renting a camping site at
Robinson Quarry Park

The elevator at the Wild River Apartments has been fixed

605 Commercial — tenants have been evicted by the County and the building is vacant, going
through the forfeiture process

1300 Creekside Lane property clean up — property owner is working with Samuelson and will meet
with her in mid-June

Slama property — remaining tires on BNSF property are being removed

Reached out to Garrett Fox (soccer at Eagle Field) regarding grant opportunity

Yard of the Month is resuming in July

Planning to offer fire extinguisher demonstrations in mid-July, inviting day care and health care
workers

Finished the Building Inspector class; finished week-long Building Official class; Limited Building
Official exam is scheduled for July 22" in Duluth; continuing to work with Building Official
Drotning, tagging along on inspections, plan reviews, etc.

Participating in Housing Task Force re Basswood Court development, Quarry Days Committee and
East Central Community Ed Committee; participated in the Economic Developers Association of
Minnesota (EDAM) conference panel discussion; attended Family Pathways annual bash

Sheriff’s Deputy Report

The Sheriff’s Department logged 186 calls in Sandstone during May. Deputy Chuck Anderson reported on
various calls, including harassment, AT Vs, suspicious activity, suspicious vehicles, animal bites,
shoplifting, graffiti, camping, bus stop arm violation, traffic issues, etc.

Fire Department
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Fire Chief Chaz Mann reported:

e The Department had 24 calls from May 8 to June 17; 14 medical assists, 1 false alarm, 2 structure
fires, 2 defective elevator, 1 gas leak, 3 motor vehicle accidents, 1 power line down

e Upcoming training will cover fire pump operations

e Basic firefighting skills training is being planned

e 1 new member is being processed; 1 new member can start running calls

e Officers are working on the first draft of Standard Operating Procedures

e New PPE is needed for one member; theirs was damaged during fire attack operations involving a
structure fire — the firefighter was not injured

e Mann is talking with area providers to establish medical direction for every department in Pine
County

e CPR initial/refresher training will be occurring in the coming weeks

e Mann discussed the newly created Rescue Division and the number of responders the Council
would be comfortable with having; consensus was to start with five and see how it goes

EDA Meeting — May 28, 2025

The EDA held a public hearing on the sale of 302/306 Main to Steve Harrison, approved a Sign Grant for
Sandstone Ace Hardware, approved a proposal from Scott Milburn to assist with the DNR Permit to Take
Endangered Species related to the potential Kwik Trip development, approved change orders and pay
application for Mavo Systems regarding the Historic Sandstone School project, and received various
project updates.

Planning Commission Meeting — June 11, 2025

The minimum lot size for a single-family residential unit in the Traditional Residential District is currently
8,000 square feet. Many of the originally platted lots in town are 7,500 square feet. In order to develop
these lots, a variance is required.

The minimum lot width in the Traditional Residential District is currently 80 feet for single-family
dwellings. Many of the originally platted lots in town are 50 feet wide. A variance would be required to
develop these lots as well.

The Public Hearing was held on June 11", No comments from the public were received. Due to the lack
of a quorum at the Planning Commission meeting, the matter is brought to the City Council for action to
reduce the minimum lot size in the Traditional Residential District for a single-family residential unit to
7,000 square feet and to reduce the minimum lot width to 50 feet for single-family dwellings.

Motion Palmer, second Rahier to adopt Ordinance No. 20250618-01 reducing the minimum parcel
size for single-family dwellings to 7,000 square feet and reducing the minimum lot width for single-
family dwellings to 50 feet in the Traditional Residential District. Motion carried 4-0.

Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting — June 13, 2025

The Park Commission decided to use the Sandstone Lions donation of $15,000 for a new pavilion at
Panther Park, discussed Robinson Quarry Park Phase 3 project, discussed upcoming events and received
various updates.

Library Report — May 2025
Librarian Nora Hinton reported that 461 reference questions were answered, the door count was 1,398, and
78 people used the meeting rooms. Summer Discovery Program started June 1, a new geocache was
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placed in the library, Bees and Trees event was successful, and Arn Kind’s presentation was well-attended.
A monthly Nature Discovery program will run through September.

Building Inspection Report — May 2025
Building Official Richard Drotning reported 5 building permits were issued in May. There are currently 16
ongoing building projects and 3 ongoing right-of-way projects in town.

Public Works Director Report — May 2025

Public Works Director Hiler reported that, in addition to routine tasks, Mondays in May clean up occurred,
two mailboxes were replaced, dead trees in Robinson Quarry Park were removed, and a blockage in the
storm sewer at 5" Street and Park Avenue North was cleared.

At the John Wright building, the pressure relief valve was replaced on the sprinkler system, new door seals
were installed on the refrigerator, a new roller/latch kit was installed on the convection oven door, the
annual kitchen inspection was completed. At City Hall, a door handle on the men’s restroom was replaced
and the floor drain was cleared, a new handle on the alley entrance door was installed. One AC unit at the
Library isn’t working; will follow up with quote. One HVAC unit at the Hometown Flips building needs a
new drive motor, which has been ordered.

In the Water Department, two gate valve boxes were replaced, one curb stop was repaired, three new
meters were installed, a service line leak was a private line issue. In the Wastewater Department, removed
trees from fence line, replaced faulty battery back-up CPU for SCADA computer, one backup was a private
line issue, one service line was repaired.

Financial Reports

The First Quarter Financial Report was provided from Abdo Financial Solutions. Motion Palmer,
second Rahier to approve the May A/P Clerk Claims in the total amount of $709,260.78. Motion
carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:

Public Hearing Notice: East Central Regional Development Commission (ECRDC)
Thank You Note: Ed & Becky Maki

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: A Project Update report was provided.

ADJOURN
Motion Riley, second Rahier to adjourn at 8:17 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

Peter Spartz, Mayor Kathy George, Administrator
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