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Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes 

August 20, 2025 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 p.m.   

 

ROLL CALL:  Peter Spartz, Val Palmer, Julena Rahier, Cassie Gaede   

Members absent: Randy Riley 

Staff present: Administrator Kathy George, Community Service Partner Sirena Samuelson, Fire Chief Chaz 

Mann, Firefighters Cody Gross and James Gross 

Others present: Sheriff’s Deputies Chuck Anderson and Sam McGregor 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Motion Gaede, second Palmer to approve the Agenda with the addition of July 14, 2025 Special 

Council Meeting Minutes, Reinstatement of Firefighter Steve Clemens, and Hiring of Rescue Cindy 

Degerstrom.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

PETITIONS, COMPLAINTS, OR COMMENTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL 

MEMBERS: Council Members shared positive comments received during Quarry Days about all the 

improvements in town, concern about a vehicle parked at Lions Hill, a suggestion for a dog washing station 

at Bark Park, and concerns about RV camping in town. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/PRESENTATIONS:  None 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

Motion Palmer, second Rahier to approve the minutes of the July 14, 2025 Special Council Meeting 

and the July 16, 2025 Regular Council Meeting.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 

Resolution No. 20250820-01 Accepting Donation 

Motion Gaede, second Palmer to adopt Resolution No. 20250820-01 Accepting Donations: Memorial 

Tree Garden Teardrops: Bill & Becky Gaede ($800), Sharri Johnson ($200), Jan LaPolice ($200); 

and $100 for Panther Park from Leon & Char Payne.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Resolution No. 20250820-02 Northview Bank Authorizations 

Authorizations are being updated to allow City staff to make electronic transfers from the City’s savings 

account to the City’s checking account at Northview Bank.  Peter Spartz and Cassie Gaede are authorized 

to open any deposit accounts in the name of the City, endorse checks and orders for the payment of money 

or otherwise withdraw or transfer funds on deposit.  Kathy George and Alana Tyson are authorized to 

endorse checks and orders for the payment of money or otherwise withdraw or transfer funds on deposit, 

open any deposit accounts in the name of the City, enter into a written lease for the purpose of renting, 

maintaining, accessing and terminating a Safe Deposit Box, authorized to use Visa Debit Cards for 

Business Checking accounts and/or Visa Credit Cards, transfer funds electronically from the City’s savings 

account to the City’s checking account, and open CD accounts from time to time. 
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Motion Gaede, second Palmer to adopt Resolution No. 20250820-02 updating Northview Bank 

authorizations.  Motion carried 3-0, with Councilor Rahier abstaining as an employee of Northview 

Bank.   

 

Sandstone Township – Memorandum of Understanding  

The City has a longstanding partnership with Sandstone Township regarding repair and maintenance of 

shared roads.  In 2019, a Memorandum of Understanding was adopted by both entities.  Sandstone 

Township Supervisor Jon Dorau contacted the City and offered to grade the gravel portion of Old Military 

Road that is in the City limits and bill the City $75 or less each time, since the Township is grading the rest 

of the gravel road.  Administrator George suggested adding a statement regarding cost sharing for gravel 

placed on Robin Street to the Memorandum, since that has been common practice. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Gaede to approve updates to the Memorandum of Understanding between 

the City of Sandstone and Sandstone Township regarding repair and maintenance of shared roads, 

as presented.  Motion carried 4-0.  

 

Open Meeting Law Change 

The State Legislature passed a law this past session changing the open meeting law regarding remote 

meeting attendance.  Effective July 1, 2025, members are allowed to attend meetings via interactive 

technology from any location, without disclosing their location and with no limit on the number of times 

they attend remotely.  The only requirement is that a notice be posted of “the fact that members may 

participate in the meeting by interactive technology”. 

 

The Council will review the City’s Code of Conduct at next month’s Council meeting and discuss placing 

parameters on attending meetings remotely.   

 

City Administrator Performance Evaluation – Set Date 

A Special Council Meeting to conduct the City Administrator Performance Evaluation was set for 

September 4th at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Additionally, a Special Council Meeting to hold a Budget Work Session was set for September 3rd at 4:30 

p.m. 

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

 

Engineer Report 

 

2025 Street Improvements 

 

A-1 Excavating – Application for Payment No. 5 

Motion Gaede, second Palmer to approve Application for Payment No. 5 from A-1 

Excavating for work completed through August 8th in the amount of $286,517.48 related to 

the 2025 Street & Utilities Reconstruction project.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Wastewater Treatment Plant; Phosphorus Reduction Project 

Last month, SEH Engineer Greg Anderson reported that plans and specifications are not ready for 

bidding, due to staffing changes at SEH.  He anticipates coming to the September Council Meeting for 

approval of the plans and specifications and authorization to advertise for bids.   
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REPORTS: 

 

Community Service Partner  

CSP Sirena Samuelson reported: 

• 60 rental properties in town; She is holding off on 1 non-compliant property as the owner has 

moved forward with the eviction process, in the meantime, the resident at the property has 

addressed concerns with yard sales, trash and debris spread all over the yard and into the street; all 

20 properties due for inspection this year have been inspected; 11 passed, 7 have violations, 1 will 

have a HUD inspection, which will take the place of the City inspection, and 1 property is pending 

sale. 

• 53 letters have been sent regarding refuse, 1 has progressed to receiving legal letters; 1 citation sent, 

1 final notice sent; 8 new friendly letters sent, 1 property has progressed to the abatement step 

• Vehicles: 66 letters, including 12 legal letters with towing scheduled for September 1st 

• 3 friendly letters were sent regarding RVs 

• 11 miscellaneous friendly letters were sent 

• Long Grass: 64 letters sent; 8 had to be mowed by the City 

• A potentially dangerous dog has been reported at 402 Court; a hearing was scheduled for August 

22nd  

• 409 Park – reports of several people renting rooms; City Code allows boarding of one person in 

residential homes; this item will be discussed with the Planning Commission to see if there is a 

desire to change the limit or place parameters around it 

• 1209 State Hwy 23 – still no garbage service; Samuelson was advised to proceed with legal action 

• 1300 Creekside Lane property clean up – property owner not responding to requests to meet; legal 

letter will be sent 

• Slama property – efforts are being made to clean up the front of the property; Slama has completed 

the annual Junk Dealer Registration with the City 

• Yard of the Month winner was picked for August, they will choose the September winner 

• 65 people attended the fire extinguisher demonstrations 

• Neighborhood Watch – safety vests have arrived, looking into getting old radios from FCI, a logo 

has been chosen, next meeting will be in October; had booth at National Night Out 

• Limited Building Official exam was July 22nd – did not pass by 1%, will schedule another testing 

date; continuing to work with Building Official Drotning, tagging along on inspections, plan 

reviews, etc. 

• Participating in Housing Task Force re Basswood Court development, Quarry Days Committee and 

East Central Community Ed Committee; FCI Community Relations Board   

 

Sheriff’s Deputy Report 

The Sheriff’s Department logged 270 calls in Sandstone during July.  Deputy Anderson reported calls 

involving erratic driving, youth throwing items off the bridge over I-35, disturbances, lift assists, suspicious 

persons and vehicles, warrant arrest, 3 suicidal juveniles, vehicle rollover, welfare checks, thefts, animal 

bites, noise complaints, etc.    

 

Fire Department  

Fire Chief Chaz Mann reported: 

• The Department had 10 calls from July 17 to August 18; 8 medical assists, 1 structure fire, 1 motor 

vehicle accident 

• CPR recertification was conducted, as well as auto extrication training 
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• Working on a position description for a Rescue Lieutenant  

• Recruitment is going well 

• Versk visited the department August 18th to conduct the ISO inspection; final results are expected in 

6 months 

• Evaluating the condition of all tires and putting together a replacement plan  

• Hose testing went well, with 1 failure identified which was repaired on site 

• Gratitude was expressed for the community members that turned out for the Quarry Days Pancake 

Breakfast 

• Considering looking into creating a Fire Explorer program to engage and inspire youth to get 

involved with volunteerism and public service 

  

Chief Mann requested approval to reinstate Firefighter Stephen Clemens and to hire Cindy Degerstrom in 

the rescue division pending the results of background investigations, drug screenings and physical 

examinations.  Motion Gaede, second Palmer to approve reinstating Firefighter Stephen Clemens 

and hiring Cindy Degerstrom (Rescue) pending the results of background investigations, drug 

screenings and physical examinations.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Ladder Truck Replacement 

Chief Mann presented a case for replacing the current “out of service” ladder truck.  He learned of a 2004 

General Safety Spartan apparatus available from the Columbia Heights Fire Department, which is 

currently operational and in service as they await delivery of a new apparatus.  Mann has negotiated a 

price of $115,000 and has inspected the equipment.  He would like to proceed with the purchase, pending 

the results of a full pump, engine and ladder inspection.  When asked about equipment priorities for the 

Department, Mann stated that replacing the ladder truck is the Department’s highest priority.  

Administrator George offered that the $97,498 received in 2023 for Public Safety Aid could be used 

towards this purchase, with the balance to come from the Fire Department’s equipment savings account.   

 

Motion Rahier, second Palmer to approve the purchase of the 2004 General Safety Spartan Ladder 

Truck from the Columbia Heights Fire Department for $115,000 pending the results of the 

equipment inspection.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

EDA Meeting – July 23, 2025 

The EDA approved re-writing the EDA Community Economic Development Laon for Alex & Whitney 

Leger, approved a pay application for Parsons Electric for the Historic Sandstone School, accepted the 

proposal from Salas O’Brien for geothermal planning and analysis services for the Historic Sandstone 

School, approved a Community Business Partnership sign grant for Quarry Kids Child Care Center, 

received various updates, and went into closed session to consider the sale of property. 

 

Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting – August 8, 2025 

The Park Commission discussed details for a potential pavilion in Panther Park, extended Student 

Representative Elsie Laursen’s term on the Commission, reviewed upcoming events, and received various 

updates. 

 

 Quarry Lions: Panther Park – Lions Head Fountain Dedication 

The Quarry Lions are holding a dedication of the new Lions Head Fountain that has been installed in 

Panther Park on August 21st at 4:00 p.m.  All are welcome to attend. 

 

Sandstone Junction Trail 
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The Sandstone Junction Trail has been re-paved.  However, due to the failing condition of the trail, the 

contractor had to add an additional 380.38 tonnage of bituminous mix.  This added $45,645.60 to the 

cost of the project.  The contractor absorbed $5,645.60 of the overrun, leaving $40,000 in additional 

expense to the City.  The County has been asked to split the additional cost with the City 50/50 

($20,000 each).  Staff is awaiting a response from the County.  The City received $12,871.50 in Small 

City Assistance for road projects in 2025.  The Council was asked to consider allocating these funds to 

the Sandstone Junction Trail. 

 

Motion Spartz, second Rahier to allocate $12,871.50 in Small City Assistance to the expense of 

repaving the Sandstone Junction Trail, and further to approve Northland Constructors’ 

application for payment in the amount of $198,500.00.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Robinson Quarry Park Phase 2 – Dresel Contracting – Pay App #1 

Motion Gaede, second Palmer to approve Application for Payment #1 from Dresel Contracting 

in the amount of $867,839.83, representing 70% of work completed through August 11th on the 

Robinson Quarry Park Phase 2 Project.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Library Report – July 2025 

Librarian Nora Hinton reported that 333 reference questions were answered, the door count was 1,144, 98 

people attended Library Programs, with 67 passive program participants, 64 participated in the Summer 

Discovery Program, and 53 people used the meeting rooms.  The Friends of the Sandstone Library annual 

Quarry Days book sale was a success, as well as the Library’s hosting of the Lego contest.  Silent auction 

items are now being collected for the Friends of the Library auction, which will run from September 2nd to 

October 2nd.  Weekly storytime takes place Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.  Minnesota author Staci Drouillard will 

be at the Library on September 17th from 5:00-6:00 p.m. 

 

Building Inspection Report – July 2025 

Building Official Richard Drotning reported 5 building permits were issued in July.  There are currently 19 

ongoing building projects (including 4 new homes) and 5 ongoing right-of-way projects in town. 

 

Public Works Director Report – July 2025 

Public Works Director Hiler reported that, in addition to routine tasks, street sweeping, road grading and 

watering flowers occurred; benches, bike racks, Lions Head drinking fountain and storage shed in Panther 

Park have all been installed; the stage & gazebo floors and kiosk bench seats were painted and the big chair 

was varnished in Train Park; LED lights, signage, and the Flora O’Neil memorial were installed at the 

Memorial Tree Garden; the garage door at the Day Care Center was replaced with a wall; HVAC repairs 

were made to the unit above the Council Chambers at City Hall; HVAC repairs were made to the 

Hometown Flips building, thermostats need to be re-wired; storm sewer was extended on Lark/Birch. 

 

In the Water Department, 2 curb stops were repaired, 2 hydrants were repaired, 3 new meters were 

installed, a new service line at 422 Court was installed.  In the Wastewater Department, looking into 

aquatic plant control and sludge reduction measures, working on proposal to MPCA to try new treatment 

process for phosphorus removal, waiting on parts for the wall damper at the main pump facility, the new 

manhole & service line for the Historic Sandstone School has been installed, as well as new service lines to 

422 Court and 714 Aspen (new homes), scheduling work to update the Lift Station #3 control panel.  

 

Financial Reports 

Motion Palmer, second Gaede to approve the July A/P Clerk Claims in the total amount of 

$2,898,224.84.  Motion carried 4-0. 
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WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  

 

Public Employees Retirement Association of Minnesota (PERA) Statewide Volunteer Firefighter Plan – 

Actuarial Valuation Report as of December 31, 2025 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: A Project Update report was provided. 

 

ADJOURN 

Motion Gaede, second Rahier to adjourn at 8:16 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

 

____________________________    ____________________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor        Kathy George, Administrator 
 


