CITY OF SANDSTONE

EDA MEETING

June 1, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 8:38 p.m. by Chairman Bonander.

ROLL CALL

Members Present: 
Tauer, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members Absent: 
Kester

Staff Present: 
Griffith, Recording Secretary Alana Tyson, Leaha Jackson, CATV

Others Present: 
Tim Franklin, Clarence Wattnem

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Tauer, second Atterbury to approve the agenda for June 1. Motion carried 4-0.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Tauer, second Stadin to approve the minutes for May 18. Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none. 

CONTINUING BUSINESS

Wild River Apartments

An EDA special meeting had been held May 31 to discuss an offer to buy the Wild River Apartments. Staff reviewed the outlines of the proposal and noted that one difficulty with the sale is a provision in State law that would require that the EDA remain a general partner with any buyer for the duration of every outstanding bond. To sell the property would require special legislation from the Legislature. Plans will be made to have the developer come to an EDA meeting and also meet with some of the residents.

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to direct staff to obtain City Attorney input for pursuing special legislation to allow for the sale of the Wild River Apartments. Motion carried 3-1.

NEW BUSINESS

FCI expansion project
In order to collect information to persuade the Federal Government to expand and/or build a new FCI facility, staff has spoken with Amy Troolin and Jody Rooney. Staff requested Amy Troolin of Sandstone History & Art Center to write a short history of the institution and for Jody Rooney to generate a report on the positive economic impact an expansion would provide to the city and region. Rooney is an economist who has done these impact studies elsewhere, and there are funds budgeted in Economic Development sufficient to cover this cost.

Atterbury inquired as to whether Jody Rooney had provided any services for the City in the past. Staff answered that she had written one grant that was not awarded funds. Atterbury wanted to know whether the information was needed at this time. Bonander responded that he had met with Congressman Cravaack and promised this information to him. Congressman Cravaack is in a position of influence on this matter.  Atterbury stated he would like to pursue cost sharing support from others. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to contract with Jody Rooney to provide an economic impact study of the FCI to present to Congressional representatives, subject to the support of the FCI union. Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the reports as follows:  Variance Report from Wild River. Motion carried 4-0. 

ADJOURN

Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to adjourn at 8:52 p.m. Motion carried 4-0. 

___________________________

Leonard Bonander, Chairperson

________________________________________

                                              

  Sam Griffith, Executive Director

