SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 2, 2014
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         Devlin
Staff present:               Administrator Griffith

Others present
Brent Pykonnen, Leaha Jackson, and Andy Spartz
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CLOSED SESSION

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to enter into Closed Session for Union Negotiations as per Minnesota Statutes 13D.03.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to reconvene regular Council meeting at 7 pm.  Motion carried.

Attendees of Closed Session were Brent Pykonnen of Local 49 and Leaha Jackson, Council members Atterbury, Bonander, Kester and Stadin and Administrator Griffith.  The union presented its requests to the Council for consideration. 
ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the agenda with the addition of 12J – Mille Lacs Labor Department Agreement.  Motion carried 4-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander, Stadin and Atterbury all presented complaints and comments on snow plowing.  Atterbury also mentioned Arrowhead Transit and their Dial-A-Ride.
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for December 18, 2013. Motion carried 4-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows: Designate Official Depositories by approving Resolution 2014-01; Designate official newspaper; Designate Council meetings for 2014; Designate City pound; Designate a certified building official to administer building code; and approve Administrator vacation schedule. Motion carried 4-0. 

FINANCAL REPORT
Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay 2013 year-end claims. Motion carried 4-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

There was none.

NEW BUSINESS

Corporate Authorization

There are certain individuals whose signatures are on the City’s bank accounts. 
Motion Bonander, second Kester that there be no changes to signatories. Motion carried 4-0.
Economic Development Authority members

The City Council must appoint members to the EDA. The EDA has five seats, and in previous years the Council members have served as the EDA members and are authorized to do so by resolution. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to appoint Randy Atterbury, Leonard Bonander, Phil Kester, Rene Stadin and Brandon Devlin as Sandstone EDA commissioners. Motion carried 4-0.

Andy Spartz questioned having elected officials as the EDA when most EDA decisions should be non-political. There had been discussions in the past about expanding the EDA membership.

Consensus was to have staff bring the EDA bylaws and a previous legal memo to an EDA meeting for discussion.

Staff Committees

The Council must appoint members to Staff Committees for 2014. In 2013, Atterbury and Bonander sat on the Finance Committee, Atterbury and Kester sat on the Personnel Committee, Stadin and Devlin sat on the Intergovernmental Relations Committee, Atterbury and Stadin sat on the Development Committee, Atterbury and Devlin sat on the Fee Dispute Committee, Kester and Bonander sat on the Passenger Rail Committee and Kester and Stadin sat on the Fire and Rescue Committee.  Kester and Devlin had been appointed to a Negotiations Committee.
Motion Stadin, second Bonander to appoint members to the following committees: Finance-Atterbury and Bonander, Personnel-Atterbury and Kester, Intergovernmental Relations-Stadin and Devlin, Development-Atterbury and Stadin, Fee Dispute Resolution-Atterbury and Devlin, Passenger Rail-Kester and Bonander, Fire & Rescue-Kester and Stadin and Negotiations – Atterbury and Kester. Motion carried 4-0. 

Advisory Commissions

The City’s advisory bodies each have an ex-officio position that is filled by a Council member. The purpose of the position is to provide communication between the elected officials and the appointed advisory commissions. These positions are not paid for attendance at meetings. The following were held in 2013: Planning Commission-Bonander, Park and Recreation-Stadin, and Library Board-Atterbury. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to appoint Bonander to the Planning Commission, Stadin to the Park and Recreation Commission and Atterbury to the Library Board. Motion carried 4-0. 

Deputy Mayor

The Council must elect a Deputy Mayor to serve in the capacity of Mayor for 2014 should the Mayor be absent. In the past, the senior-most Council member has served in this position. Stadin served as Deputy Mayor in 2013. 

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to appoint Council member Stadin as Deputy Mayor for 2014. Motion carried 4-0. 

2014 Fee Schedule

The Administrator had reviewed the existing fee schedule and made some recommendations for increases. The Council reviewed the changes.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2014 - 02 to adopt a Fee Schedule for 2014. Motion carried 4-0. 

Intent to Reimburse form Bond proceeds
The City is planning for the installation of infrastructure to the hospital campus site.  As there are some preliminary engineering and permit work that needs to be done and the City is considering issuing 429 Assessment Bonds to pay for some of the costs of the infrastructure, the City needs to consider adoption of Resolution 2014 – 03 declaring its intent to reimburse itself from bond proceeds for approved and eligible work done before bond issuance.
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2014 – 03, a resolution declaring the City’s intent to reimburse itself from bond proceeds.  Resolution approved 4-0.

Permits – Hospital Project
Part of the infrastructure for the hospital campus project must cross Skunk Creek necessitating a number of FEMA, DNR and Army Corp of Engineer’s permits.  These permits required some preliminary engineering and may take more than six months to obtain.  To meet any kind of reasonable schedule as proposed by Essentia, the City needs to obtain these permits sooner rather than later.

SEH has prepared a proposal and timeline for submitting these permits.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve the SEH proposal and authorize them to proceed with obtaining the needed permits.  Motion approved 4-0.

Lions Hill hire

With the resignation of our volunteer at the hill, Staff has contacted other who had expressed an interest in volunteering but received no response.

Staff proposes to hire last year’s warming house attendant Colleen Larson for 2014.      

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the hire of Colleen Larson as warming house attendant at last year wage.   Motion approved 4-0.

Mille Lacs Band agreement

.The Labor Department of the Mille Lacs Band has approached the City of its interest in contracting for labor services with older teens under supervision to provide services at the Ice Rink, Lions Hill and in the parks in the summer.    It would provide the City with free labor and the workers with experience.
Motion Bonander, second Kester to authorize the Administrator to finalize an agreement with the Mille Lacs Band for these services subject to final contract review.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the summary of paid claims report. Motion carried 4-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator gave the following reminders: Special meeting on Tuesday the 7th with landlords on the Rental Housing Ordinance and that volunteers are still needed for winter counts in Robinson.   Also a reminder that there is a workshop on January 15th with Randy Lasky on EDA properties.
ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Stadin to adjourn at 7:34 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.
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