SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

January 7, 2014
Workshop with Landords regarding Rental License Ordinance

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Atterbury, Devlin, Kester, Stadin, 

Members absent:         Bonander
Staff present:               Administrator Griffith


City Attorney Sarah Sonsalla

Others present
Rudy Anderson, Penni Johnson, Tom Viaene, Jason Isaacson,

Wayne Oak, Tim and Diane Raymond, Gary Koland

WORKSHOP SESSION
The object of the Workshop was to discuss the proposed rental licensing ordinance with landlords.

Staff began by walking through the summary of the ordinance.

Rudy Anderson asked how need was established and what initiated this effort.

Wayne Oak told of the history of the Quality of Life Task Force and the concern about the lack of upkeep on buildings.  This was the number one issue identified in the Thriving Communities process.

There was a discussion about the need – desire to upgrade the aesthetics and a rental licensing ordinance.

Attorney Sonsalla stated that the Rental Ordinance will not address exterior aesthetic issues but does address rental housing issues the owner may or may not be aware of and the health, safety and welfare of occupants.

A concern was this applies to only rental properties – what about other properties?  

The City does have a Housing Maintenance Ordinance.

Another concern was enforcement.

Staffing limitations dictate most efforts are complaint driven.

Attorney Sonsalla stated that this ordinance is one more tool in the City’s toolbox along with others such as the junk vehicle, long grass and nuisance ordinances to improve the City

Tim Raymond was not against the ordinance but questions the proposed costs and felt the City would have a windfall profit if this proceeded.

Wayne Oak reminded everyone that the issue had not happened overnight and would not be solved overnight either.

Tom Viaene felt the ordinance would be unjust and Council need to understand that they can’t just keep raising fees every year and that many tenants have lower incomes and many of the properties are older buildings.

Rudy Anderson felt that this approach is grossly unfair and that it should apply to all properties rather than placing the burden just on landlords.

Penni Johnson said that this is harmful to many landlord who are just trying to provide housing.

There was a discussion about inspections, costs and what the inspector would actually inspect.
A comment was that any unit with a subsidized tenant or subsidized unit should be exempt.
Attorney Sonsalla gave some examples of a fee structure that would not penalize units that already have inspections.
Question was asked if the Initiative Foundation grant could be used to subsidize the costs to landlords.

Most would like to see an inspection form to help understand what would be inspected and to better gauge how long it would take to do an inspection.
Council already has the City’s attorney looking at the Housing Maintenance Ordinance for improvements.

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Devlin to adjourn at 7:50 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.
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