SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 15, 2014
CALL TO ORDER

Deputy Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:23 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Kester, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         Atterbury, Devlin
Staff present:               Administrator Griffith

Others present
Fran Levings, Rudy Anderson, Paul Christenson, Matt Anderson, Jennifer Anderson, Tim Franklin
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the agenda with the addition of 11C – Pay Equity report.  Motion carried 3-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Deputy Mayor agreed to move Item 12 C because of distance to travel.

People Service contract

Paul Christenson from PeopleService presented the proposed new contract with the City.  The major change to the contract is that the utilities will transfer into the City name so as to save the sales tax.  This results in a reduction of the PeopleService contract.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the new contract between the City and PeopleService.  Motion carried 3-0.
PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander presented comments on snow plowing and snow removal.
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for January 2, 2014. Motion carried 3-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING: none
CONSENT AGENDA: none 
FINANCAL REPORT
Motion Kester, second Bonander to approve and pay the claims. Motion carried 3-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Sale of additional land near compost site
The owners of Anderson Recycling had asked the City if it would sell them the one acre area west of the compost pile.  The City had agreed subject to finding the appraisal from the time of the land transfer to the city from the County.   The appraisal had a value on the property of $ 18,000.

Matt and Jennifer Anderson offered the City $ 9,000.  They would use the property for storage of cars for parts.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to agree to sell the parcel for $ 9,000 with the City having the survey and new parcel descriptions done at its expense.  Motion carried 3-0.

Deputy Mayor agreed to move item 12 I to here because of travel distance.

Consider donation request for Old School Art Center
Fran Levings from the Old School Art Center (OSAC) presented their request for $ 1,000 to continue their work in providing an art venue for cultural, social and artistic events and activities.
State law does allow the City to donate funds for certain activities and organizations.  The City did budget funds for these donations in their 2014 budget.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve a donation in the amount of $ 1,000.00 to the Old School Art Center.  Motion carried 3-0.

Rental Property Ordinance – next steps

The Council reviewed the notes from the workshop with the landlords.   Staff stated that one item from the Workshop was to collect some examples of inspections so that if the Council proceeds they could decide the level of inspection that would be required.
Rudy Anderson spoke on the inspection issue and reminded the Council of the additional expense and effort this would place on landlords and that the Council should consider a program like a certificate of occupancy inspection that would encompass all housing rather than just rental properties. 

Council had a brief discussion with some Council stating that a rental inspection program is needed.

No action taken. 
Pay Equity

Every two years the City is required to complete and submit a Pay Equity report to the State.  The report is completed and needs Council approval to submit.
Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the 2013 Pay Equity report.  Motion carried 3-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider approval of zoning map amendment – Industrial to Medical
The Council is being asked by the Planning Commission to amend the zoning map to reflect the proposed development of the hospital campus.
The current site selected by Essentia is zoned Industrial and the recommendation is to rezone to Medical Services.
The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on January 8.

The Planning Commission recommends the Council approve the zoning map amendment. 
Motion Kester, second Bonander to approve amending the zoning map for parcel 45.0106.000 from Industrial (I-1) to Medical Services (B-4).  Motion carried 3-0.
Consider approval of zoning map amendment – Medical to previous land uses

The Council is asked by the Planning Commission to amend the zoning map to reflect the new location of the hospital campus by rezoning those properties zoned Medical Services back to their zoning before the hospital planning.
The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on January 8.

The Planning Commission recommends the Council approve the zoning map amendment. 
Motion Kester, second Bonander to approve amending the zoning map for parcels 45.5584.000, 45.5585.000, 45.0101.006, 45.0101.009 and 45.0101.001 from Medical Services (B-4) to Highway Business (B-2) AND for parcels 45.0043.000, 45.0045.000, 45.0040.000, 45.0039.000 and 45.0039.001 from Medical Services (B-4) to Single Family Planned Unit Development (R1-PUD).   Motion carried 3-0.

Set Fire Formula meeting date
Every year the Council meets with those townships to which they provide fire services to present the proposed fire formula for payable 2014.  The meeting needs to happen before the township annual meeting date in March.
Motion Kester, second Stadin to set Thursday, February 6 at 6 pm at City Hall as the date and time of the meeting with the townships on the 2014 Fire formula. Motion carried 3-0. 

Contract with County for Human Resource services
Staff is requesting assistance with certain personnel issues including filing systems and policies.  The County has offered subject to availability its Human Resources Director to help the cities in the county.  Hinckley and Pine City are also considering the same agreement.   Funds were budgeted for this service.
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve a one year contract with Pine County for Human Resource services as presented subject to final legal review of changes. Motion carried 3-0. 

Contract with Pine City for Building Official services
City contracts for Building Official services and Pine City has approved extending the agreement in 2104 at the same rate of reimbursement as 2013.  

Motion Kester, second Bonander to approve the 2014 agreement with City of Pine City for Building Official services at same rate as 2013.  Motion carried 3-0. 

Contract with Hinckley for Building Inspector services
The City contracts for additional inspection services as needed to cover those activities when the Building Official is not available.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve one year contract with City of Hinckley for Building Inspector services as needed. Motion carried 3-0. 

Update certain City ordinances
Chapter Eleven of the City code relates to business and trade regulations.  A portion of these relate to the licensing of amusements and amusement devices; licensing of gas stations, dry cleaners and laundromats, and cigarettes and dumps.
Several of these are already regulated in other sections, other may no longer require any regulation and if it does wish to regulate these regulations have not been revised in a long time and are no longer in compliance with state and/or federal law.
The City Attorney prepared a memo on each of these regulations and made some suggestions.

The Council was asked to consider which regulations are appropriate to amend and which should be considered for repeal.
Motion Bonander, second Stadin to direct attorney to revise the Special Events ordinance so that sections 1120, 1125, 1135 and 1140 can be repealed. Motion carried 3-0.

REPORTS

Motion Kester, second Bonander to accept the summary of paid claims report and Planning Commission minutes.  Motion carried 3-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator reminded that there is a need for volunteers for the winter count in Robinson Park and that the Fire Relief Association is having there annual meeting on Monday the 27th.
ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:50 p.m. Motion carried 3-0.
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Rene Stadin, Deputy Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

