Sandstone City Council
March 19, 2014
Regular Meeting

CALL TO ORDER: 7:02 p.m.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Bonander, Kester, Devlin, Atterbury
Members absent: Stadin
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, CATV Hormillosa, Beauregard
Others present: Tim Franklin, TJ Johnson, Rebecca Johnson, Greg Anderson, Sally Brewster, George Kessler

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTION TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the agenda with the addition of 9D – Community Service Project request. Motion carried 4-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:
Park Avenue Water Options
Greg Anderson of SEH presented options to remedy the waterline issue on Park Avenue. There needs to be a water line extended under Highway 123 to serve the needs of three homes currently receiving water by hoses from their neighbors.  Estimated cost of $ 40,000
SEH’s recommendation is to then extend that line to loop the line either to Court Avenue or to First Street to avoid the problems inherent in a two block long dead end line.   There were three looping options – out to Court; between First Street homes to First and follow sanitary easement to Grant and then up Grant to First.  There is an estimated cost of $ 40,000 to $ 45,000 depending on the amount of asphalt to be replaced.   PeopleService prefers the following the easement to Grant option.
City would use funds from its Water Replacement Reserve to pay for this project.

Motion Bonander, second Devlin to authorize SEH to prepare plans and specifications using the follow the sanitary easement to Grant and up Grant to First street option.. Motion carried 4-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
Tim Franklin asked about snow removal priority- streets vs. sidewalks. Council stated they are addressing the issue and it will be resolved. 
Bonander added that Robinson Park had 23 ice climbers this last Saturday. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Devlin, second Kester to approve minutes from March 5, 2014. Motion carried 4-0



PUBLIC HEARING: 
Alley Improvement Project

Motion Devlin, second Kester to open the Public Hearing for the Alley Improvement Project at 7:20 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

The Council had a feasibility study done to look at improvements to the alleys in downtown Sandstone. This project will repair the alley pavement and a second project will make improvements to the sanitary sewer system below. 
The City plans to assess 20% of the alley improvement portion to affected parcels and use cash and other financing to pay for the second project. If the engineer’s estimate is correct each affected parcel will be assessed $561.00. Owners have the option to utilize a 10 year assessment schedule with a 5.25% interest rate with yearly payments of $73.53 or pre-pay before December 1, 2014 to avoid interest.

Comments:
Marilyn Jokela, Sandstone Area Senior President wrote letter regarding the assessment. 
“The Sandstone Area Seniors is a non-profit organization and cannot afford to pay any assessment.” 

Sally Brewster – Agreed that repairs need to be made but that repairs like this should be budgeted for appropriately from current property taxes. It seems that the downtown city residents continually pay for repairs like this when these main street alleys are used by everyone. Suggested applying for grant money or raising the levy. 

Tim Franklin – Commented that these are commercial alleys. Everyone uses the Post Office alley. Everyone should contribute to the repair of these alleys.

Motion Kester, second Bonander to close Public Hearing at 7:36. Motion approved 4-0

Council and Staff addressed comments and discussed the decision to implement the 20% assessment. 

Motion Kester, second Bonander to approve Resolution 2014- 07 to proceed with the 2014 Alley Improvement Project and have the City Engineer prepare plans and specifications. Motion carried 4-0.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the consent agenda: Authorize advertisement for summer Streets & Park Helper; reappoint Mary Thorvig, Nathan Fraser, and Carrie Olstead to the Library Board; approve $1,000 donation to Family Pathway for local food shelf; and approve a community service request for tables and benches. Motion approved 4-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims. Motions carried 4-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
Wage Increases- Non-Union Employees
The Council discussed pay rates and pay increases for non-union, contract and non-contracted employees at the March 5th meeting. This is an amended wage increase adjustment. 

Motion Devlin, second Bonander to approve pay increases with retroactive pay back to January 1, 2014 for non-union employees. Motion carried 3-1. 

NEW BUSINESS:
Kessler Hospitality Liquor License
George Kessler has applied for a liquor license for on sale and Sunday liquor at 214 Eagle Dr. TJ Johnson and Kessler presented their plans to hold various events at this location and how sales of food and liquor will help pay the costs of keeping the building open. 
All appropriate fees have been paid and the Sheriff’s Department will conduct a background investigation and upon Council approval the application will be forwarded to the Minnesota Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement.

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to approve the on sale liquor and Sunday liquor license to Kessler Hospitality. Motion carried 4-0.

Solid Waste Ordinance
The City attorney has recommended changes to the City’s Ordinance relating to solid waste and proper disposal guidelines. This would incorporate the existing litter ordinance.
Staff asked Council to review changes and prepare to discuss at future meeting.
 
REPORTS
Motion Bonander, second Devlin to accept Paid Claims, Park & Recreation Commission and Planning Commission minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Administrator Griffith and Mayor Atterbury will be visiting the State Capital tomorrow lobbying for the Bonding Bill request. North Pine Hospital District is meeting to review the feasibility study regarding the new hospital project. A new bill has been introduced to Legislative regarding private contracted work agreements. If approved this could greatly affect locate contracted work for various City projects.

ADJOURN:
Motion Kester, second Devlin to adjourn meeting at 8:13 p.m. Motion approved 4-0.
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