
CITY OF SANDSTONE
PLANNING COMMISSION
August 9, 2017

CALL TO ORDER
Members present:	Randy Riley, Rene Stadin, Andrew Spartz, Reese Frederickson, Cassandra Linder, Cassie Gaede
Members absent:	None
Staff present:		Interim Administrator Leaha Jackson, Administrator Kathy George
Others:      	Council Liaison Pete Spartz

Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA
Planning Commission Vacancy and Administrator Comments were given as additions to the Agenda.  Motion Spartz, second Stadin, to approve the Agenda with the additions.  Motion passed 6-0.

MINUTES
Motion Spartz, second Linder to approve the minutes of the July 12, 2017 meeting. Motion passed 6-0.

PRESENTATIONS:  None

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None

DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES: 
A.	Business Park Monument Sign – update:  The new sign has been installed.  Hospital personnel have expressed concerns with the sign; particularly, the size of the lettering.  Electricity will be brought to the sign by Minnesota Power.  A street light is being installed at the intersection.  A blue “H” sign will be installed just beyond the Credit Union driveway. 

CONTINUING BUSINESS
A.	Comprehensive Plan- the Commission and Staff continued working through the draft plan to note changes or updates that they felt were needed.  The changes are as follows:
· Page 51 – Community Engagement for Robinson Park:
· 4th bullet point – change to: Provide a balance between preserving and enhancing the natural resources, scenic qualities, and historic aspects of the Quarry while accommodating active recreational park development.
· Page 51 – Johnson/Gremm Park – Remove “Gremm” in title; remove “in the Gremm neighborhood” in the text.  Under Features & Facilities, add “playground equipment”.
· Page 51 – Skatepark – Under Features & Facilities, add “Skatepark, Hockey Rink, Warming House”.
· Page 52 – Railroad Park – Remove “(a.k.a. Central Park?)”.
· Page 52 – Ballfield – Change to “Softball Field”; under Features & Facilities, add “softball diamond, open event area, expansion possibilities”.
· Page 52 – Add “Lion’s Hill”; Features & Facilities include Skating Rink, Warming House, Sliding Hill, expansion possibilities.
· Pages 52-53 – Remove all text explaining “Types of Parks”.
· Page 54 - Goals & Strategies:  
· 1st bullet point – Improve and maintain a bicycle route/trail connection to the Munger Trail.
· 4th bullet point – change to Enhance restroom facilities in Robinson Park.
· Add Clear trees & brush in Robinson Park to better highlight the historic Quarry structures.
· Add Enhance marketing efforts for Robinson Park and the Quarry.
· Page 55 – Robinson Plan Key Recommendations – after the Master Plan recommendations, add another paragraph:  The City has added a desire to restore the historic Quarry to its original condition, which will involve clearing the trees and brush to improve visibility and access to the historic structures and sites.
· Page 57 – Goals – Add a goal to Evaluate City streets and create a systematic plan to repair and maintain them.  
· Page 58 – Top of page – Appendix A should be changed to Appendix E.
· Page 58 – Social Capital goals – 6th bullet – change to Support the efforts of the History & Arts Center and other local non-profit organizations.
· Page 63 – Eventual Infrastructure Improvements – Add a sentence: Stormwater concerns involving Highway 23 and the Kettle River should continue to be monitored.
· Page 66 – Sidewalks – add a sentence to the end: Painted crosswalks would be helpful in several areas to direct pedestrians and to increase awareness.
· Page 67 – Roads & Transportation Goals – add a goal: Add more painted crosswalks in appropriate locations.
· Page 68 – City Infrastructure Goals – remove 9th bullet – Water Tower – increase storage capacity.
· Page 72 – Task Table – 2017 Tasks: 
· 1st Task – remove bullet comment regarding senior housing; move this task to the 2018 list.
· 2nd Task – change Time Frame to Fall 2017.
· Page 74 – Task Table – 2018 Tasks:
· Add a goal: Robinson Park – clear trees & brush; add signage at historic sites.  Time Frame: 2018.
· Add a goal: Evaluate condition of City Streets and prepare a systematic plan to repair and maintain them.  Time Frame: 2018
· On the last goal in 2018, under Responsible Entity: Planning Commission partnering with Pine County Historical Society and Sandstone History & Arts Center.
· Under 2019 Goals – last goal: Develop an interpretive kiosk for train park.
· Remove Appendix A – Survey Results in entirety.  Adjust remaining Appendix #’s and relative text throughout document.

Motion Frederickson, second Linder, to approve the Draft Comprehensive Plan with the noted changes and further setting a Public Hearing for September 13, 2017, at 7:00 p.m.  Riley, Stadin, Frederickson, Gaede, Linder, Aye; Spartz, Nay.  Motion passed 5-1.  Spartz stated his frustration with the process, as only a limited number of people provided input and the document doesn’t seem to address all of the appropriate and usual items that a Comprehensive Plan is intended to cover.  It was noted that changes can continue to be made to the draft until the document is finally adopted by the City Council.

NEW BUSINESS:  

A.	Planning Commission Vacancy – The Planning Commission currently has 6 members.  City Code states that there should be 7 members.  Staff was directed to place a notice 	in the local newspaper seeking interested applicants.

B.	City Administrator Comments - City Administrator George provided information regarding the following three items, asking Commissioners to review the information in anticipation of discussing the items at the September 13th Planning Commission Meeting:

· Adult Oriented Businesses – currently, City Code allows Adult Oriented Businesses in the Central Business District, the Highway Business District, and the Interchange Business District. 
· City Code 610 – Premises Conducive to High Risk Sexual Conduct.
· Consideration of an ordinance to allow and regulate the keeping of Chickens in Residential Districts.

OTHER:  None 

ADJOURN:
Motion Stadin, second Gaede to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 p.m. Motion passed 6-0.

Respectfully Submitted,
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kathy George, City Administrator
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