SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
November 20, 2013

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL:
Members Present:  Atterbury, Bonander, Kester, Stadin
Members Absent: Devlin
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, CATV Hormillosa
Others present: Tim Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the agenda with addition of 9D, approve Special Event permit for IceFest.  Motion approved 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: none

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: none    

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:
Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve the minutes from November 6, 2013.  Motion carried 4-0.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve the consent agenda: Accept Lawrence Klingsheim as Lions Hill volunteer, Accept resignation of LuAnn Wilcox for Parks & Recreation Commission, Approve sale of cemetery plot and receipt of perpetual care payment for S ½ of Lot 28, Section F, 2nd Addition – James & Barbara Vork, and approve Special Event permit for IceFest subject to ordinance requirements.  Motion carried 4-0.   

FINANCIAL REPORTS:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay Claims. Motion carried 4-0.  

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS
Order Feasibility Study for Alley work – Resolution 2013 - 19
The Council has considered improvements to four blocks of alley in the downtown area but were waiting for the sewer line camera work to be completed so total costs could be determined.   The Council had also determined that the project should be assessed to benefitting properties.   The assessment process requires certain procedural steps to be taken, the first being the ordering of a feasibility study by the city engineer.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve Resolution 2013 – 19 ordering a feasibility study by the city engineer for the alley improvements in downtown.  Motion approved 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS: 
Approve parcel split – Resolution 2013 - 18
The City is proposing to sell a portion of the former public works site to Anderson Recycling.  The City had previously by administrative action had the parcel surveyed and split into two parcels.  The City attorney has recommended that the Planning Commission review and the City Council approve the split.  The Planning Commission has reviewed and has recommended approval.

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to approve Resolution 2013 – 18 – approving the parcel split of the former public works site.  Motion carried 4-0.

Approve job description title changes
The Council has directed the administrator to study in 2014 the feasibility of bringing water and waste water maintenance back into the City.   The current job titles have a Public Works department when in reality it is a street and park department.  Bringing those activities back to the City would require new job descriptions with different jobs skills than the current job descriptions require. Therefore, changes should be made to avoid any confusion.  The title changes will not change any job description.
Motion Bonander, second Stadin to change the Public Works Department to the Streets & Parks Department and to make the following job title changes Public Works Supervisor becomes the Streets & Parks Supervisor, the Public Works Worker becomes the Streets & Parks Worker, the Public Works Helper becomes the Streets and Parks Helper and the Compost Monitor & Public Works Assistant becomes the Streets & Parks Assistant. Motion approved 4-0.

Authorize grants.gov account - Resolution 2013 – 20
The City is proposing to submit a grant application to the Federal EDA for assistance with the infrastructure costs.  Most federal grant applications are now done online and require registration with grants.gov.  Establishment of an account and the appointment of an authorized representative for the account should be done by resolution.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2013 – 20 authorizing a grants.gov account, appointing the City Administrator as the authorized representative for the City account and authorizing the submission of approved grant applications.   Motion approved 4-0.

REPORTS:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept Paid claims report, PeopleService operations report, Park & Recreation Commission minutes, and Planning Commission minutes.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES & COMMUNICATIONS: 
Notice received of award of $ 43,500 Conservation Partners Legacy Grant for Robinson Park invasive species project.

PUBLIC HEARING:  Assessment of Unpaid City services
Motion Bonander, second Kester to open the Public Hearing.  Motion approved 4-0 at 7:15 pm. 

The purpose of the public hearing is to take public comment on proposed assessment of unpaid water and sewer bills and other unpaid city services.  All properties listed were given all the required notices as well as notice of this public hearing.  A notice was also placed in the newspaper.

Staff received three written responses.
The first was from Parcel 45.0020.002.  They had paid their charges but questions the necessity for a storm water charge at all.  No action necessary.
The second was from Parcel 45.5223.000.   The letter was from the landlord stating that as the customer signed a contract with the City it should not be his responsibility to pay the bill and that the City should pursue the former tenant for the unpaid balance.
The third was from Parcel 45.5118.000.  The request was from the new owner who had removed the dilapidated structure and is building a new house on the site.  The water bill was from a previous tenant and was unknown to them and did not show up on any title search.  They are asking forgiveness of the charges.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to close the Public Hearing.  Motion approved at 7:24 p.m.

Staff reminded the Council that the City policy is very clear that it is the property owner’s responsibility for all utility bills and that this owner was aware of that fact.

Motion Stadin, second Atterbury to deny the claim for Parcel 45.5223.000.  Motion approved 4-0.

Staff told the Council that the City had not done an assessment search on the property for any closing.  Further discussion was that there has been substantial improvement to the property and the current owner should not be penalized.
Motion Atterbury, second Kester to approve the request of Parcel 45.5118.000 and to forgive the outstanding water bill of $ 227.63.   Motion approved 4-0.

Council member Bonander stated that as one of the outstanding bills to be assessed was for a family property he wanted it clear that he was identifying this relationship to avoid any question of conflict of interest.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Resolution 2013 – 21 certifying the unpaid city services and utility payments for assessment against the properties to the County Auditor.  Motion carried 4-0.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  
Staff reminded the Council of the public meeting December 4 on the budget and levy with an EDA meeting and union negotiations on that date.  Also IceFest will be December 13-15.  Letters were sent out to downtown businesses regarding snow plowing and moving parking lot snow into the street.  He also passed along the Sheriff’s request for volunteers for a County Emergency Response Team.   He stated that there will be a training for taking winter visitor counts in Robinson Park.

ADJOURN:
Motion Stadin, second Atterbury to adjourn meeting at 7:36 p.m.  Motion carried 4-0.
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Randy Atterbury, Mayor		
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