SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
December 4, 2013

CALL TO ORDER: 6:05 p.m.

ROLL CALL:
Members Present:  Atterbury, Bonander, Devlin, Kester, Stadin
Members Absent: none
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, CATV Hormillosa
Others present: Tim Franklin, Matt Anderson, Jennifer Anderson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Devlin to approve the agenda. Motion approved 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to recess Council meeting at 6:06.  Motion approved 5-0.

Truth in Taxation public meeting
Staff outlined the parameters of the 2014 budget and levy.  The budget is based on additional local government aid and setting aside some of those extra funds into restricted cash accounts to help pay the costs of infrastructure into the medical campus site.  The budget assumes a levy decrease but not in an amount equal to the additional funds so that some of the levy can go from Capital to Debt Service to undertake a street project without increasing the levy.   This is a preliminary budget that can be amended as needed.  The levy cannot be raised from the amount proposed.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to re-open Council meeting at 6:56.  Motion approved 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 
Consideration of final 2014 budgets and levy

Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2013 – 22 to approve the final 2014 EDA budget.  Resolution approved 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2013 – 23 to approve the final 2014 budget for the City.  Resolution approved 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2013 – 24 to approve the final levy for the City for 2014.  Resolution approved 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Devlin brought up issues with two street lights and a call he received about alley plowing.  The Mayor said he had received 20 calls about plowing.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the minutes from November 20, 2013.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: none

CONSENT AGENDA:  none

FINANCIAL REPORTS:
Motion Bonander, second Devlin to approve and pay Claims. Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:
Conservation Partners grant – accept and authorize signatures
The City was awarded a $ 43,500 Conservation Partners Grant to undertake a multi-year invasive species removal project.  The required match is in the 2014 budget.  The City has received the grant agreement which requires Council approval.

Motion Kester, second Bonander to accept the Conservation Partners grant, approve the grant agreement and authorize the Mayor and Administrator to sign the grant agreement.   Motion approved 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS: none

REPORTS:
Motion Bonander, second Devlin to accept the Paid claims report.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES & COMMUNICATIONS: none
Motion Bonander, second Stadin to recess Council meeting to go into Closed Session to discuss union negotiation strategy at 7:16 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

CLOSED SESSION 
Session closed for discussion of union negotiating strategy as allowed under MN Statutes 13D.03.

Council reconvened at 7:35 pm. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to establish a Negotiations Committee for Union negotiations.  Motion approved 5-0.

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to appoint Devlin, Kester and Administrator to the Negotiations Committee.  Motion approved 5-0.
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
Staff reminded the Council of IceFest on December 13 – 15.  Volunteers are still needed for the County’s Emergency Response Team and also for winter visitor counts and surveys in Robinson Park.   Staff noted that an article on Essentia’s plans and its partnership with the City was in the packet. Also noted was that Robinson Park was nominated and selected as one of ten iconic locations in Minnesota for the second Minnesota Checkpoint program by DEED to encourage people to visit Minnesota in the winter.

ADJOURN:
Motion Devlin, second Kester to adjourn meeting at 7:52 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.


__________________________________________					
Randy Atterbury, Mayor	


																		____________________________________
							Sam Griffith, Clerk
