Regular Council December 17, 2014
SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
December 17, 2014

The Council held a Workshop at 6 pm to discuss the status of capital projects with the City Engineer, Greg Anderson.

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Bonander, Kester, Stadin, Atterbury, Franklin
Members absent: 
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Beauregard, 
Others present:  Carl Steffen, Peter Spartz, Jim Betz, Linda Lanks, Dave Zeman, Greg Anderson, Brenda Long

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTION TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the agenda with the addition of 12A and 14A. Motion carried 5-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: None

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve the December 3 minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: 
Motion Kester, second Stadin to open the Public Hearing on assessments for campus infrastructure at 7:05 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

Council has proposed using the 429 assessment process to pay for a portion of the infrastructure costs for the medical campus and business park development. 

Property owner Jim Betz was present and had questions regarding the assessment process. He asked how the development benefits his property, how the allocation of the assessments was determined and was an appraisal done.  He also voiced that the construction of the roadway does not necessarily provide access to the property.

The project benefits the property by providing the property with access to a public road which it does not have now and access to municipal water and sewer.  The property therefore becomes developable.
The City has not had an appraisal done.  The County currently values the property (40 acres less RR) with 26 acres buildable, the remainder being in a flood plain, at $1,000 per acre or $26,000. The proposed assessment is $35,000 ($30,000 plus capitalized interest and a proportional share of issuance costs).  The assessment works out to $1,346 per acre.  Using other raw land with road access selling for more than $2,500 per acre in Sandstone the assessment is reasonable.  The road way is about 160 feet from the property line, but the City will agree to provide a curb cut on the new street and will stub water and sewer to just outside the street right of way and have a sixty foot easement granted to the property so that the owners have the opportunity to access the street and the utilities. 

Motion Kester, second Stadin to close the public hearing at 7:37 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to authorize SEH to amend the Feasibility Study to include the bridging of Skunk Creek and to include the extension of infrastructure to the remainder of the Business Park and to also authorize the Administrator to set a new Public Hearing for assessments if the cost of the infrastructure project increases. Motion approved 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:
2015 Budget and Levy  
Administrator Griffith reviewed the City’s 2015 Budget and reviewed additions and reductions to reach a goal to reduce the levy to a 0% increase. Griffith answered questions.  

Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve Resolution 2014-29 adopting the final 2015 City of Sandstone Operating Budget. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve Resolution 2014-30 adopting the final Tax Levy for taxes payable 2015. Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Franklin to approve the consent agenda: approve 2014 budget transfers; approve payment of year end regular bills on January 31; and approve Pay Request #2 for $6,365 to Utility Systems of America for alley sewer project. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims. Motions carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
Campus Infrastructure Project 
The City will submit plans and specifications to FEMA for a permit to cross Skunk Creek using box culverts. FEMA review period is fourteen to twenty six months and bonding and EDA funds are not available until the permit is granted. If a bridge is built, a FEMA permit is not required and the work could be completed by December 2015 but would add $1.3 million to project costs. Using current funding sources, the bridge would create a $630,000 financing gap. The gap could be filled by the City putting in additional cash and increasing the amount it assesses the EDA and the NPAHD.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to support the City’s additional cash and assessment increase if needed for the medical campus project. Motion carried 5-0.
 
NEW BUSINESS:
Britton Property Lot Split
The City purchased a portion of the Britton property in order to make improvements to Old Military Road. 

Motion Kester, second Franklin approving Resolution 2014-32 which authorizes the Britton property to be split for sale. Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS
Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to accept Paid Claims, Cash Balance report- Finance Officer. Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
[bookmark: _GoBack]Administrator Griffith received notification that Robinson Park has been recognized by GMRP&T Commission as a park with high-quality potential and will continue to work with the City to officially designate it as a regional park of significance.   

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
There is an Elected Officials meeting January 20th from 7 to 9pm at the courthouse. The lights are on for the ice climbers down in Robinson Park. 

ADJOURN:
Motion Kester, second Stadin to adjourn meeting at 8:12 p.m. Motion approved 5-0.



_______________________________
Randy Atterbury, Mayor


						_______________________________
						Sam Griffith, Clerk
