SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

July 6, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa; 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present
Tim Franklin, Gary Frehse, Dan Erickson, Ron Tengwall

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt the agenda with the deletion of 12F – ordinance amendment.  Motion approved 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Ron Tengwall-Feral cats

Ron Tengwall came before the Council to request that the bill he was sent for $160.00 be discharged. He stated that feral cats were trapped by Lee Greenly and while the feral cats were trapped on his property they originated from his neighbor’s house, which means that his neighbor should pay the bill. He further added that the cats were only trapped at his house because his neighbor never gave Lee consent to trap the cats. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to relieve Ron Tengwall of the bill of $160.00 for trapping feral cats and to bill the owner of the property from where the cats originated. Motion carried 5-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse gave his monthly report. He stated that of those calls, 9 were medical, 7 were animal related, 3 were assaults, 1 was a burglary, several were complaints, 5 were disturbances, 2 were suspicious persons, 2 were thefts and there were several no-pays at the gas station. 

Tim Franklin noted that the lights on main were out again, and that a decorative light bowl on the corner by the bank was falling off. 

Bonander mentioned that the Chamber was moving forward with Quarry Days planning and that they would be fundraising for 3 or 4 days to help cover the cost. He also added that the Chamber Golf Tournament had gone well and that there were a lot of paddlers at Robinson Park. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Tauer, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes for June 15. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

Division Street Improvement Projects Public Hearing

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to open the Public Hearing at 7:23. Motion carried 5-0.

The City Council held a Public Hearing to take public comment on the Division Street Improvement Project. No residents were present. 

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to close the Public Hearing at 7:30. Motion carried 5-0. 

Dan Erickson, SEH, stated that the project would be drainage improvements and a removal and repaving of the street. He noted that the total estimated cost would be $98,700.00 and that at least 20% of the total project cost needed to be assessed. He also added that they would like to start the project by Labor Day. With this in mind, the City would need to award the contract by August 17th.   Mr. Erickson also presented the plans and specifications for the project for review and so that the Council could proceed with the project in an expeditious manner.

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to approve Resolution 2011-13 to proceed with the Division Street project and order the preparation of plans and specifications. Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to adopt Resolution 2011-14 which approves the plans and specifications and authorizes taking the project to bids. Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Appoint Tammy Ivey as probationary fire fighter, 9B-Accept Jay Street easement from Sunset Mobile Home Park, 9E-Approve liquor license for Sandstone Lions for Quarry Days, and 9G-Set workshop for the Golf Course. Motion carried 5-0. 

Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to approve the consent agenda as follows:  9C-Approve Chamber Special Events Permit for Quarry Days, 9D-Approve other Quarry Days actions, 9F-Approve gambling license for Chamber for Quarry Days. Motion carried 4-0, Bonander having recused himself. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $69,072.66. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

There was none. 

NEW BUSINESS

Old Public Works site

The City purchased a new site for Public Works operations. The Council must now decide what to do with the old site. 

Kester asked how the City can sell the property if there is no city sewer. Staff responded that as the septic system is not in compliance, holding tanks could be used. Bonander asked what could be done to make the property more marketable. Staff replied that the City still must clean it out. Stadin asked if they could look and see how much the City paid for it. Staff replied that they would have a realtor look at the property and price it appropriately. 

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to sell the old Public Works garage as is. Motion carried 5-0.

Salt and sand storage building

At the new Public Works facility, the City needs to build a new salt and sand storage shed. The Building Inspector and the Public Works Supervisor have met and decided that the most useful and cost-effective option is to construct a pole building with wide entryways that will allow for parking and storage of equipment as well as areas for salt and sand. The building will be a 32’ by 48’ pole building with steel walls and roof and four 16’ openings. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to authorize bids for the construction of the sand and salt shed at the new Public Works site. Motion carried 5-0. 

MSA change order

The City contracted with MSA Engineering to provide services related to the old milk drying plant. There were additional services provided by MSA to the project totaling $3,500.00.  The existing contract between the City and MSA allows for the Administrator to approve and pay for additional work by MSA but Staff is having the Council review the extra work so that it is clear what the extra expenditure was for.

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the additional engineering fees for the old milk drying plant project as presented totaling $3,500.00. Motion carried 4-1. 

Reduction of fire call bill

On June 5, there was a 911 fire call to 927 Highway 23N. Someone smelled gas near the address and called 911. The Fire Department responded but found that there had been vandalism to the gas connection to the building. 

The owner sent the City a letter requesting that they reconsider the bill. He stated that if he had been notified or if the gas company had been notified the issue could have been handled without the Fire Department having been involved. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to split the bill with Mr. Rusty Alexander and reduce his portion to $375.00. Motion failed 0-5.

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to deny Mr. Rusty Alexander’s request for reduction of his fire call bill. Motion carried 5-0. 

ECRDC Grant

This item was deferred for later action.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and PeopleService report-June 22. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator noted that there is an LMC Land Use online training, and there is also a Linking Land Use to Water Resources workshop in Hinckley on July 21. 

He added that the City cannot continue work on the Department of Health well-closure grant since the State has shut down. In addition, quotes are being done for Commercial Avenue for curb and gutter work. 

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Tauer to adjourn at 8:13 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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