SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 15, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Hormillosa, CATV

Others present:
Greg Anderson - SEH

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the agenda for June 15. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Bonander noted that there was an upcoming Chamber Fundraiser at the Golf Course. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Stadin, Bonander to approve the meeting minutes for June 1, with correction of the names of the council members present. Motion carried 5-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Accept resignation of Jodi Fisher as club house attendant, and 9B-Approve hire of Tara Satter as club house attendant. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $94,986.22. Motion carried 5-0. 

The Finance Officer provided the Cash Balance, Revenues and Expenditure report for the month of May.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Management of the Golf Course

On October 26, the Council held a workshop for the purpose of discussing the management options for 2011, as well as hearing the reports from 2010. 

Steve Johnson, Sandstone Golf Association, Inc., proposed that the City lease the Golf Course to the Sandstone Golf Association beginning in 2012. 

The Council came to a policy agreement that the City would not manage the Golf Course in 2012, the City would offer the Golf Course for sale, and the City would pursue negotiations of a management agreement with Sandstone Golf Association for 2012. 

The Course was offered for sale, and two parties came forward showing interest. However, no offers have been made to date. Recently, Staff began negotiations with the Golf Association on a 2012 management contract. 

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to reaffirm its policy that the City will not manage the Golf Course in 2012; that the Course will remain for sale and that it wishes to negotiate a management agreement with the Sandstone Golf Association. Motion carried 5-0. 

Bonander noted that the Golf Course is scheduled to not lose as much money as last year. He added that now is the big money makes time and they have to stay above zero. 

PUBLIC HEARING

Deer Control Program

Motion Bonander, second Kester to open the Deer Control Program Public Hearing at 7:18 p.m.

The City held a public hearing to gather public opinion of the Deer Control Program. No citizens were present. 

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to close the Deer Control Program Public Hearing at 7:20. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS (continued)

Old Military Road Financing

The Council previously approved proceeding with the Old Military Road project and simultaneously, they approved a feasibility study for the Division Street Project. The City is trying to decide how to best finance the Old Military Road project, and have several things to consider. The first problem is that the Old Military Road project is such a small project that it would be quite expensive for the City to issue debt just for it as a stand alone project.  Ehlers has suggested that the City consider refunding the 2007A bonds and add both the Old Military and Division Street Projects into that bond. Ehlers provided the City with some preliminary numbers on the refinancing of the 2007A bonds with the two projects added in. 

The second issue is that if the City refinances the bond and adds the two projects, the City must assess for both the projects and the levy will have to increase. 

No action taken.

Old Military Road

The City previously authorized SEH to prepare plans and specifications for the street and drainage work on Old Military Road. The plans are now prepared and the Council needs to approve them. To continue forward with the project the Council must authorize SEH and the Administrator to proceed with advertising for bids on the project. 

Motion Kester, second Bonander to adopt Resolution 2011-10, which approve the plans and specifications for the Old Military Road Project and authorizes taking the project to bids. Motion carried 5-0. 

Division Street

The Council previously authorized a feasibility study for doing street and drainage improvements to Division Street between Highways 123 and Court Avenue. SEH completed the feasibility study and has concluded that the project is feasible and necessary. The next step is to adopt a resolution to set a Public Hearing before ordering plans and specifications. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2011-11, which accepts the feasibility study for Division Street and sets a public hearing to consider the assessment of all or a portion of the costs to surrounding and benefitting property owners. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Deer Control Program

The City held a Public Hearing to take public comment before approving the rules and regulations for hunting within City limits. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to determine the rules and requirements for the 2011 Deer Control program in Sandstone. Motion carried 5-0.

Camping at Robinson State Park

The City is developing primitive camp sites in Robinson Park. The City Attorney was directed to review a number of City ordinances and propose amendments that would allow for overnight camping within the Robinson Park. The City Attorney returned with proposed amendments to the curfew, parking and park rule sections of the City code. 

Additionally, no juveniles will be allowed to camp overnight without an adult or chaperone and only one vehicle is allowed per site. 

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve Ordinance 2001-07 which will amend or repeal sections 815, 1310, 920, 630 and 1145 of City Code to set rules allowing primitive camping in Robinson Park. Motion carried 5-0. 

Performance Standards

The State has developed some performance standards for the provision of services by cities. The intent was to start developing ways to measure the efficiency of services provided by cities and also to measure citizen’s opinions on those services. The incentives to participate are a $.14 per capita reimbursement, which would be about $390, and an exemption from levy limits. 

The City, if they wish to participate, must develop surveys for residents and gather information on those services that will be useful to the Council in their decision-making. 

Kester noted that not everyone will respond to these surveys. Bonander agreed, adding that they should pass on it. 

No action taken.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and PeopleService Operations Report. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator noted that there is an LMC Land Use online training. He added that the City may be able to get a grant from the Department of Health for the well closure. Additionally, the FCI Community Service projects were approved and the FCI will be making benches, a podium and a sign for the City. 

ADJOURN

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to adjourn at 8:12 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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