SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

WORKSHOP

November 17, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Tim Franklin

Workshop on 2012 budget and levy

Staff reviewed the proposed expenditures and revenues of the City as contained in the proposed 2012 budget.   The proposed budget and levy result in a zero percent increase in the levy.

The Public Meeting on the budget is set for December 7.  The Council must adopt the final budget and levy for 2012 and certify to the County by December 27.

The consensus of the Council was to adopt the final budget and levy at the December 7 meeting.

There are two unknowns in the budget – the amount of the contribution to the Relief Association required by the State and the costs of a new Union contract.  Assumptions have been made for both in this budget.

There was discussion about a session with our financial advisors about planning for future cuts to Local Government Aid and discussions about whether or not to sell or refinance the Wild River Apartments.  Each has major implications for the City’s levy.

There was also some discussion about the impact of the new Market Value Exclusion will have on property taxes.  Staff pointed out the specific examples in the Courier article and thanked Mr. Franklin for providing good information on a difficult subject to the public.

It was the consensus of the Council that staff identify and make two thousand dollars worth of cuts so that the levy can be reduced by that amount so that the City can say they have reduced the levy two years in a row.

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Tauer to adjourn at 7:38 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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