Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes

Regular Meeting

October 21, 2015

Call to Order: 7:00 PM

Roll Call:  Steffen, Kester, Spartz, Devlin and Franklin

Members absent: none

Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson

Others present: Jill Baum with Audubon Center and Quality of Life Committee, Steve and Valerie Palmer with Quality of Life Committee
Pledge of Allegiance:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance

Additions and/or Corrections to the Agenda
Motion Kester, second Franklin to add Jill Baum report - Smithsonian water exhibit.  Motion carried 5-0.
Special Items of Business: none
Petitions or Complaints by Residents and/or Council members:  
Funding request by Quality of Life Task Force

Steve Palmer explained the request for funds that is similar to last year’s request.  There is money in the city’s budget for neighborhood cleanup and similar programs.
Jill Baum explained the Smithsonian traveling water exhibit that the Audubon Center will be hosting.  They are asking for help to cover basic costs.  There were questions about the actual cost to bring the exhibit to Sandstone.  The dates are Nov 19 – Dec 31, 2016.  The Audubon Center is looking for activities that the community can hold that coincide with the topic of water.  November 19, 2015 is the planning meeting.
Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
Motion Devlin, second Kester to accept the October 7 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.
Public Hearing: 
Abatement for Gateway Clinic

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to open the public meeting at 7:20pm to hear comments on the tax abatement request for the Gateway Clinic.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to continue the hearing at 7:05pm November 18.  Motion carried 5-0.
Consent Agenda: 
Motion Devlin, second Spartz to approve gaming permit for two raffles held by the Sportsmen’s Club on May 6, 2016 and Nov 5, 2016 at Rich’s Bar, establish new Debt Service Fund 395 for the Temporary Bonds Series 2015 and set a public hearing for assessment of unpaid City services on November 18.  Motion carried 5-0.
Financial Reports

A/P Clerk – Claims.
Questions were had regarding several line items.

Motion Kester, second Franklin to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

Old & Continuing Business:
Cable TV Policy Change
The City has a specially designated channel for use by local education authorities and local government.  The Council has considered the parameters for use of the channel by private and public groups.  The council decided to continue the discussion at later meetings.
Workshop for Search Firm Interviews
In finding a replacement city administrator, the Council has determined to interview two search firms at a workshop on November 4, starting at 5pm.  The Council will need to develop a set of questions that will be asked of both firms.
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to set a workshop for November 4 beginning at 5pm.  Motion carried 5-0.

New Business
Consider Appeal of Fire Department Fee to Sostak Trucking
Dennis Sostak is not satisfied with the decision of the Fee Dispute Resolution Committee and has appealed the decision to the Council.  An explanation of the event was discussed with the necessity of fire department personnel and equipment due to the live electrical line.
Motion Kester, second Devlin to deny the appeal.  Motion carried 5-0

Consider purchase of different Streets & Parks pickup.
The existing blue pickup used by Streets & Parks needs to be replaced and the Cash Balance report shows that the department has adequate funds to purchase another pickup.  It needs to be at least a ¾ ton vehicle due to the demands placed upon it but the need is not such that it has to be purchased this winter.
Motion Kester, second Steffen to look for and place money down when an appropriate vehicle comes on the market.  Motion carried 5-0.
Reports

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to accept the reports of paid claims.  Motion carried 5-0.
Written Notices and Communications: none
Administrator’s Report   
There will be a Pathway-to-Sandstone’s-Future meeting at the Senior Center on October 22 at 6:00 pm.  There is a NPAHD board meeting on Tuesday, October 27.  Robinson Park is being sprayed for garlic mustard.  The sale of the white building to Gebhardt has closed.  The library consultant has reported on sites and buildings.  Both need some work. 
Adjourn
Motion Franklin, second Devlin to adjourn at 8:04 PM.  Motion carried 5-0.
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Carl Steffen, Mayor 
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

