SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
September 5, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: 6:30p.m.
ROLL CALL: All members present; Staff present:  Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Orr, Hormilossa CATV. Others present:  Tim Franklin, John Kern, Ben Wiener, Deputy Heiller
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Add 9G. Approve noise ordinance variance for Brenda Huebner-Finley for 10-6
Add 9H.  Waive sections of ordinances to allow Youth Deer Hunt in Banning State Park

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve agenda with the above changes.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS
2013 Budget
Adopt Resolution 2012-23-HRA levy for EDA
The Sandstone EDA at its meeting of September 5 did request that the City approve its 2013 budget.  Part of that 2013 budget is an HRA levy that will be levied outside of the City’s levy limits and levied as a special taxing district.  

Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2012-23- levy an HRA levy for EDA.  Motion carried 5-0

 Adopt Resolution 2012-24-Preliminary EDA budget
The Sandstone EDA at its meeting of September 5 did request that the City approve its 2013 budget.  

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to adopt Resolution 2012-24-Preliminary EDA budget.  Motion carried 5-0.

 Adopt Resolution 2012-25-Preliminary 2013 City budget
Motion Bonander, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2012-25- adopt the preliminary 2013 City budget.  Motion carried 5-0.

 Adopt Resolution 2012-26-Preliminary 2013 City levy
Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2012-26- adopt a preliminary 2013 City levy.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS
There were none.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
Motion Kester, second Tauer to approve meeting minutes of August 15. Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING 
There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA
Motion Kester, second Tauer to approve the following:  Close Bond Fund 320;  Approve Cemetery Deed N ½ of N ½, Lot 33, Section F, 2nd Addition;  Approve Sportsmen Club for a gaming permit; Approve Sportsmen Club for a one-day liquor license; Request closure of CR 64 during OctoberFest for car show;
[bookmark: _GoBack]Set Public Hearing for temporary liquor license for NCRC; Approve Noise ordinance variance for Brenda Huebner-Finley for October 6; Waive sections of ordinances to allow Youth Deer Hunt in Banning State Park.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A/P Clerk-claims
Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS (CONT.)
Legislative candidate Ben Wiener addressed the City Council members.  He stated that he is running for legislature because he wants to give his 4 children a better future.  He addressed the issue of MN not being a leader in manufacturing or mining any longer but a leader in taxation and regulation.  He would like to see that changed.   His #1 priority in MN is to create new jobs.  
Bonander inquired of him regarding the NLX rail project.  

Deputy Heiller gave the sheriff’s report.  There were 74 total calls.  He gave a report on his duties thus far and said it was going well.  He reported that he was doing some walk-throughs at Sandy Pines.  

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS  
Administrators Review
Consensus to postpone until September 19
.
Authorize Clerk to certify unpaid costs to Auditor of Milk Drying Plant project
The demolition of the milk drying plant has been completed.  The city has certified the costs of environmental clean-up and demolition to the Auditor.  Under state law the City must get a judge’s order to certify attorney’s fees and other expenses.  The City did petition the courts and the judge has granted the City’s motion for allowance of attorney fees and expenses in the amount of $9,910.26.  The judge certified this to the City for collection in accordance with MN Statutes.  For the City Clerk to certify, authorization of the City Council is needed.  Owner has until October 1 to pay. 

Motion Bonander, second Kester to authorize Clerk to certify unpaid costs after October 1 if unpaid. . Motion carried 5-0.


Discuss litter and tall grass ordinances
Staff briefly reviewed two ordinances, the Noxious Weeds (Tall Grass) Ordinance (Section 640), and the Litter ordinance (Section 635 and MN Statutes 609.68).  
Staff recommended that Council members review these ordinances so that they become more familiar with what the City can and cannot do.  
Mayor stated that he knows of 3 addresses that need to be mowed.   He also stated that 1st Street has some issues with this problem also.  Tauer said Lake Street has problems with Children at Play and needs signs.  Mayor inquired if a child gets hit or hurt by a car is the city responsible.  Staff informed him that children in the street are a police matter.  
Bonander stated that the sign in Robinson Park needs taken down that reads the park closes at 10:00 p.m. due to the fact that primitive camping is now allowed there.  Staff informed him that the camping signs are coming and will the time will be changed

NEW BUSINESS
Consider award of MN Street Project
The intersection of Court and Minnesota usually has standing water after a rain.  The engineer proposed improvements that would change the situation.  Council authorized the engineer to get quotes for the project with funds to come from Capital Improvements Fund and the Storm Water Fund.  
SEH has received four quotes and recommends the Council consider awarding a contract to Kadlec Excavating in the amount of $34,230.00 to do the work.    

Motion Bonander, second Kester to award contract to Kadlec Excavating and authorize Administrator and SEH to execute the contract. Motion carried 5-0.

Authorize removal or demolition of certain building at old public works site
There are several buildings at the site that should be considered for demolition.  The salt and sand shed should be removed to clear space.  The one small garage may need to be removed as the roof leaks. 
The Administrator is asking authorization to remove one or both of the buildings.  If cost is over $1500.00 for either building the Administrator will come back to the Council for further authorization. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to authorize the removal of the sand and salt shed and to consider removing the small garage.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve special event permit-Nemadji Community Resource Center
Nemadji Community Resource Center is sponsoring a celebration (Harvest Fest) on Fri. October 12 and Saturday October 13 at the old school site on Eagle Drive from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
Approval of a special event permits is always subject to receipt of insurance binder and all other ordinance requirements.  City should require that no parking signs be posted on Eagle Drive and that the City block off the softball field access to prevent parking.  

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve special permit for NCRC for Harvest Fest in October with conditions and with meeting all ordinance requirements.  Motion carried 5-0.


Set workshop to discuss utility rates and a rate increase
The current rates are not sufficient to pay for operational and reserve requirements for water and sewer capital accounts. Rates were last increased in 2009 and storm water rates have not changed since they were first set.  Council has undertaken certain activities and repairs, which have spent down the funds available in all three funds.  
Also, the State law mandates a conservation rate structure be implemented but has changed the requirements for a community that has flat rate billing, which Sandstone does.  
Staff has been exploring a way to allow utility customers to pay online (bank or credit card) and also have on line access to certain account information.  There will have to be a monthly surcharge. 

The Council agreed to a workshop on October 3, 2012 at 6:00 p.m.  

REPORTS
Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the reports: Paid Claims and the new fire truck fact sheet. Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
A letter was received from the Sandstone Free Church thanking the Administrator for meeting with them and requesting the city update the infrastructure costs related to their project.
  
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Next Thriving Community Session will be September 11 at 6:00 p.m.  Meatballs and mashed potatoes will be served.  It is a community meeting.  Next Library Space Meeting will be in October.  Invasive Species clean out day at Robinson on September 29.  

ADJOURN
Motion Tauer, second Kester to adjourn meeting at 7:26 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.



____________________
Randy Atterbury, Mayor

						______________________
						Sam Griffith, Administrator



