
   

City of Sandstone 
119 4th St PO Box 641 
Sandstone, MN 55072 
(320) 245-5241 

Mobile Food Unit and 
Food Cart 
License Application 

 
Applicant Information: 
Applicant’s Full Legal Name: 

Date of Birth: 

Driver’s License Number: 

Phone Number: 

Email Address: 

Preferred Mailing Address for 
Notices Related to the License: 

 
Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart Information: 
Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart Name: 
Owner / Business Name: 

Operator (if different than owner): 

Permanent Business Address: 
 
Temporary Business Address: 
 
Description of Business: 
Goods to Be Sold from Unit/Cart:  
 
Description/License Plate Number for Any Motorized or  
Unmotorized Vehicle to Be Used in Conjunction with the Activity: 

 
Commissary Information (if applicable): 
Commissary Name: 
Address: 

Contact Information: 

 
License Type (Payment due with Application): 

 Annual License – Eight (8) of more days of operation          $100.00 annually 
 Temporary License – Up to seven (7) days of operation     

Provide exact dates and locations of each operation: 
1: 
2: 
3: 
4: 
5: 
6: 
7: 

$25.00 per day 

 
 



   

 
 

Required Attachments  (Please check each box to indicate you have read and understand these conditions): 

     Provide Certificate of Insurance evidencing the following forms of insurance: 
 Commercial general liability, with a limit of not less than $1,000,000 each occurrence. If such insurance 

contains an annual aggregate limit, the annual aggregate limit shall be not less than $2,000.000. The City of 
Sandstone shall be endorsed as an additional insured. 

 Automobile liability insurance with a limit of not less than $1,000.000 combined single limit. The insurance 
shall cover liability arising out of any auto, including owned, hired and non-owned vehicles. 

Coverage afforded under the policies shall not be cancelled without at least 30 days advanced written notice to the city, or 
10 days written notice for non-payment of premium 

    Provide a site plan that includes: number of off-street parking spaces, description of food truck of food 
cart, location on the site here the food truck/trailer or food cart will be set up 

    Provide a copy of your current related licenses issued by Pine County and State of Minnesota 
     Include worker’s comp / tax identification form (attached page) 

 
Tennessen Warning Notice: 
Certain data requested within this application is non-public and may only be reviewed by employees and legal counsel 
of the City of Sandstone for the purpose of determining identity and/or obtaining a public criminal history record. You 
may refuse to supply the requested data, but failure to complete any or all information contained within this application 
will result in a delay or denial or revocation of your license and/or application. 

 
Signature: 
 

I, __________________________________________________ shall hold harmless the City of Sandstone and its officers and  
                                 (Print applicant’s name) 

employees, and shall indemnify the City and its officers and employees for any claims for damage to property or injury 
  

to persons which may be occasioned by any activity carried on under the terms of the license. 
 
__________________________________________________                                                 

                  Applicant Signature    Date Signed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff Use Only 

 Annual License - $100.00   or    Temporary License - $25.00 X ____ = $_________     Receipt #: ___________ 
Staff Signature: Date Issued:  
Permit Number: Date of Expiration: 

 
 
 



 

Mobile Food Unit - Worker's Comp/Tax Form 
Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 270.72, Tax Clearance: Issuance of Licenses, the licensing authority is required to provide to the Minnesota 
Commissioner of Revenue your Minnesota business tax identification number and the social security number of each license applicant. 
Under the Minnesota Data Practices Act and the Federal Privacy Act of 1974, we are required to advise you of the following regarding the use 
of the information described above: 
 

1. This information may be used to revoke, deny the issuance, renewal or transfer of your license in the event you owe the Minnesota 
Department of Revenue delinquent taxes, penalties or interest; 

2. Upon receiving this information, the licensing authority will supply it to the Minnesota Department of Revenue. In addition, under the 
Federal Exchange of Information Agreement, the Department of Revenue may supply this information to the Internal Revenue Service; 

3. Failure to supply this information may jeopardize or delay the issuance of you license or the processing of your application for renewal 
or transfer. 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statute 176.182, the licensing authority is required to withhold the issuance or renewal of a license or permit to operate 
a business or engage in an activity in Minnesota until the applicant presents acceptable evidence of compliance with the worker's compensation 
insurance coverage requirement of MSS, Chapter 176. The information required is: the name of insurance company, the policy number, and 
dates of coverage or the permit to self-insure. This information will be collected by the licensing agency and retained in their file. 
This information is required by law and licenses and permits to operate a business may not be issued or renewed if it is not provided and/or is 
falsely reported. Furthermore, if this information is not provided or falsely stated, it may result in a $1000.00 penalty assessed against the 
applicant by the Commissioner of the Department of Labor and Industry. 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 
APPLICANT'S NAME (LAST, FIRST, M.I.) 

APPLICANT'S STREET ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE PHONE NUMBER 

ESTABLISHMENT INFORMATION 

NAME OF ESTABLISHMENT DBA (IF DIFFERENT) 

STREET ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE PHONE NUMBER 

CONTACT NAME TITLE PHONE NUMBER 

TAX INFORMATION 
MINNESOTA TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER FEDERAL TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 

IF A MINNESOTA TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER IS NOT REQUIRED, PLEASE EXPLAIN BELOW. 

WORKER'S COMPENSATION INSURANCE INFORMATION 
WORKERS COMPENSATION INSURANCE COMPANY NAME (INSURANCE COMPANY NAME - NOT AGENT) POLICY NUMBER 

DATES OF COVERAGE: STARTING DATE: THROUGH (ENDING DATE) 

OR 
I certify that I am not required to carry worker's compensation insurance because (check one): 
 

I am sole proprietor and I have NO employees. 
I am self insured. (include permit to self-insure) 

    I have no employees who are covered by the worker's compensation law (Only employees who are specifically exempted by statute 
are not covered by the worker's compensation law.) These include: Spouse, Parents, Children regardless of age and farm labor 
employees of a family farm that spent less than $8,000 for farm labor in the previous calendar year. All other workers whose work 
is controllable by the employer must be covered. 

I certify that the information provided is accurate and complete and that a valid worker's compensation policy will be kept in effect at all times as 
required by law. 
SIGNATURE TITLE DATE 

 



Sandstone City Code  1170.01 
(Rev. 2019) 

 
 

Section 1170 – Mobile Food Units and Food Carts 
(Added, Ord. No. 20190619-01) 

 
1170.01. Purpose. 
 

This section is designed to permit the reasonable use of mobile food units and food carts on 
publicly-owned property, including streets and rights-of-way, while preventing any adverse consequences 
to residents, businesses, and public property. 
 
1170.02. Definitions. 
 

The following words and terms when used for this license shall have the following meanings unless 
the context clearly indicates otherwise. 

 
a) Mobile food unit.  (1) A self-contained food service operation, located in a motorized, 

wheeled or towed vehicle, that is readily movable without disassembling and that is used 
to store, prepare, display, or serve food intended for individual portion service; or (2) a 
mobile food unit as defined in Minnesota Statutes Section 157.15, subdivision  9. 

 
b) Food cart.  A food and beverage service establishment that is a non-motorized vehicle that 

is self-propelled by the operator. 
 

1170.03.  License requirement.  Subdivision 1.  Type of license.  Each applicant must indicate whether it is 
applying for a temporary license or an annual license for any number of days in the calendar year.  A 
temporary license allows mobile food unit or food cart operations in the city for up to seven (7) days total 
during a calendar year.  An annual license allows mobile food unit or food cart operations in the city for 
eight (8) days or more during any calendar year.  A licensee will only be issued one temporary license per 
calendar year; however, nothing shall prohibit a temporary licensee from applying for an annual license 
within the same year.  
 

Subd. 2.  License fees. Fees for both temporary and annual licenses are set forth in the city’s fee 
schedule. 



Sandstone City Code  1170.03, Subd. 3 
(Rev. 2019) 

 
Subd. 3.  License application requirements. It is unlawful for any person to operate a mobile food 

unit or a food cart on publicly-owned property in the city, including streets and rights-of-way, without first 
obtaining a license from the city. An application for a license shall be filed, along with the required fee, 
with the city clerk. The applicant must be the owner of the mobile food unit or food cart.  The application 
shall be made on a form supplied by the city and shall contain information requested by the city, including 
the following: 

 
a) Name of the owner and operator (if different than the owner) of the mobile food unit or 

food cart and permanent and temporary home and business addresses; 
 
b) The applicant’s full legal name, date of birth, and driver’s license number; 

 
c) A description of the nature of the business, the goods to be sold and the license plate 

number and description for any motorized or unmotorized vehicle to be used in conjunction 
with the  activity; 

 
d) If applying only for a temporary permit, the applicant must provide the exact dates and 

locations for each day up to seven (7) days of proposed mobile food unit or food cart 
operations; 

 
e) A phone number and email address of the applicant, with a designation of a preferred 

mailing address for notices related to the license; 
 

f) The name, address, and contact information for the commissary with which the mobile food 
unit or food cart is affiliated, if applicable; 
 

g) A certificate of insurance by an insurance company authorized to do business in the State 
of Minnesota, evidencing the following forms of insurance: 
 
1) Commercial general liability insurance, with a limit of not less than one million 

dollars ($1,000,000) each occurrence. If such insurance contains an annual 
aggregate limit, the annual aggregate limit shall be not less than two million dollars 
($2,000,000); 

 
2) Automobile liability insurance with a limit of not less than one million dollars 

($1,000,000) combined single limit. The insurance shall cover liability arising out 
of any auto, including owned, hired and non-owned vehicles; 



Sandstone City Code  1170.03, Subd. 3(g)(3) 
(Rev. 2019) 

 
3) Workers compensation insurance (statutory limits) or evidence of exemption from 

state law; and 
 

4) The city shall be endorsed as an additional insured on the Commercial General 
Liability certificate of insurance. 

 
5) Coverage afforded under the policies shall not be cancelled without at least thirty 

(30) days’ advanced written notice to the city, or ten (10) days’ written notice for 
non-payment of premium. 

 
h) A signed statement that the licensee shall hold harmless the city and its officers and 

employees, and shall indemnify the city and its officers and employees for any claims for 
damage to property or injury to persons which may be occasioned by any activity carried on 
under the terms of the  license; 

 
i) A site plan that includes: number of off-street parking spaces, description of food truck or 

food cart, location on the site where the food truck/trailer or food cart will be set up; 
 

j) A copy of each related license or permit if applicable issued by Pine County and the State 
of Minnesota required to operate a mobile food unit or food cart; and 
 

k) A copy of the applicant’s state sales tax ID number. 
 
1170.04.  Exemptions.  The following shall be exempt from the provisions of this section: 

 
a) Community events approved and licensed or permitted by the city council, provided that 

participating vendors are covered by the event license or permit and are otherwise 
compliant with the Minnesota Department of Health standards. 

 
b) Children conducting a neighborhood lemonade stand or similar type with parent’s 

approval. 
 

1170.05. Conditions of licensing.  Subdivision 1.  A mobile food unit or food cart may only operate if 
compliant with the following: 
 

a) Locations.  A mobile food unit or food cart may only operate in the locations set forth in 
this section. A mobile food unit or food cart may only operate in commercial and industrial 
zoning districts, and must be placed on either concrete or bituminous unless otherwise 
approved by the city.  

 



Sandstone City Code  1170.05, Subd. 1(a) 
(Rev. 2019) 

 
A mobile food unit or food cart may only operate in a city park or on city property with the 
prior written approval of the city; additional permits may be required for such operations. 

 
b) Performance Standards. A mobile food unit or food cart licensee is subject to the following 

performance standards: 
 

1) Applicable license fee shall be paid. 
 
2) Only food and non-alcoholic beverages shall be sold. 
 
3) A mobile food unit or food cart shall be operated in strict compliance with the 

laws, rules and regulations of the United States, State of Minnesota, Pine County 
and the city of Sandstone. 

 
4) Wastewater or gray water may not be drained into city storm water drains. 
 
5) A mobile food unit or food cart shall provide and maintain at least one clearly 

designated waste container for customer use per each food cart or mobile food unit. 
The operator of a mobile food unit or food cart is responsible for daily removal of 
trash, litter, recycling, and refuse. Public trash cans shall not be used to dispose of 
waste generated by the operation. The permittee shall provide a garbage receptacle 
with a tight-fitting lid. The receptacle shall be easily accessible for customer use, 
and located within five (5) feet of the unit.  The permittee shall be responsible for 
collecting any visible trash or other debris from mobile food unit or food cart 
operations within a one hundred (100) foot circumference of the unit, which 
patrons have not properly disposed of. 

 
6) A mobile food unit must provide a power supply that is screened from public view 

and that complies with pertinent city noise regulations.  Electrical cords and hook 
ups to public utilities are not permitted. 

 
7) A mobile food unit or food cart may operate between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. and must 

not create any unnecessary noise, disturbances, or disrupt public traffic or safety 
in any way. An exemption to hours may be authorized by city council on a per 
event basis. 

 
8) Mobile food units or food carts shall be allowed to set up one (1) hour prior to 

conducting food vending and shall exit from the site within one (1) hour of the 
close of conducting business.  The licensee shall ensure that the site is free of refuse 
and debris prior to exiting the site. 



Sandstone City Code  1170.05, Subd. 1(b)(9) 
(Rev. 2019) 

 
9) A mobile food unit or food cart may have a maximum footprint of 300 square feet 

unless otherwise approved by the city. 
 
10) One “A” frame sign not exceeding twelve (12) square feet per side is permitted 

during operation, not to impede on vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 
 
11) Operators must clean around their mobile food unit or food cart at the end of each 

day and the mobile food unit or food cart must be kept in good repair and have a 
neat appearance. 

12) A mobile food unit or food cart operator must be licensed by the Minnesota 
Department of Health and proof of the Minnesota Department of Health licensing 
must be provided and posted on the mobile food unit or food cart. 

 
13) An out of service mobile food unit or food cart stored within the city must comply 

with all applicable zoning ordinance requirements. 
 
14) A mobile food unit or food cart may not operate within one hundred (100) feet 

from the public entrance to any restaurant and/or any portion of a restaurant’s 
outdoor dining area during that restaurant’s hours of operation unless the licensee 
obtains written permission from the restaurant owner/manager. 

 
15) Mobile food units or food carts cannot locate within three hundred (300) feet from 

the perimeter of any pre-approved festival, sporting event or civic event unless a 
license is issued to be a part of the festival or event. 

 
16) Mobile food units or food carts shall not be left on city property after the daily 

hours of operation, except as otherwise provided by city code pertaining to vehicle 
parking. 

 
17) A mobile food unit or food cart may not operate in city-owned parking lots, except 

those parking lots adjacent to or inside a city park with the approval of a special 
event permit. 

 
18) Free-standing food tents, not associated with a mobile food unit or food cart, are 

not allowed on city-owned property unless they have obtained a special event 
permit; or, unless they are operating through an organization that has already 
obtained such permit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Sandstone City Code  1170.05, Subd. 1(c) 

(Rev. 2019) 
 

c) Non-Transferable license. A mobile food unit or food cart license is non-transferable. Proof 
of license shall be displayed at all times in the mobile food unit or food cart. 

 
d) Practices prohibited. It is unlawful for any person engaged in the business of a mobile food 

unit or food cart operation to do any of the following: 
 

1) Call attention to that licensee’s business by crying out, blowing a horn, ringing a 
bell, loud music, or by any loud or unusual noise, or by use of any amplifying device; 

 
2) Fail to display proof of license and produce valid identification when requested; 
 
3) Leave a mobile food unit or food cart unattended or at an authorized location 

outside allowed hours of operation; 
 
4) Operate the mobile food unit or food cart in or on public sidewalks or trails; 
 
5) Obstruct the ingress or egress from commercial buildings during the building hours 

of operation; 
 
6) Claim endorsements by the city; or 
 
7) Conduct business in any manner as to create a threat to the health, safety, and 

welfare of a specific individual or the general public. 
 

1170.06. Suspension or revocation of a license. 
 

A license issued pursuant to this section may be suspended by the city if the licensee has violated 
the terms of this section, or is otherwise conducting business in such a manner as to constitute a breach of the 
peace, fraudulent conduct, or any other conduct that is prohibited by local, state or federal laws or 
regulations. Falsification of information required for a license is also grounds for denial, suspension or 
revocation of a license. The license shall be automatically revoked if the licensee does not file an appeal 
pursuant to this section. When taking action on any license issued under this section, the city shall provide 
the licensee with verbal or written notice of the violation. The notice shall inform the licensee of its right 
to be heard before the city council. The notice shall also inform the licensee that the license shall be 
automatically revoked if no appeal is filed within twenty-one (21) days of the date of the notice by the city. 
Verbal notice shall be confirmed within five (5) days by a mailed written notice to the licensee. The city 
council shall not conduct a hearing on a suspension or revocation unless a request is made by the next city 
council meeting. No city council resolution or other notice calling for a hearing shall be required. 

 
 
 


