PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

July 8, 2014
Members present: Barsness, Dybvig, Franklin, White 
Staff: Griffith
Guests: Beauregard  

Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:05 am

Motion Dybvig, second White to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Dybvig, second White to approve the June. Motion carried 4-0.

Update

Robinson Park

The contract Boreal Natives has been signed.  They propose to do garlic mustard removal this summer and buckthorn removal later in the fall.  If work gets done in August and is billed, the City has access to a $ 6,000 grant from the St Croix River Foundation.   
City has hired someone for 10 hours a week primarily in Robinson Park.  There obviously needs to be more hours added next year.
Park of Regional Significance

Staff spent some time going over the requirements to get Robinson Park classified as a park of regional significance so that it can access Legacy Funds.  

Pine County parks meeting

Staff spent some time talking about a meeting called by the County to discuss park projects.  The County had attended the Regional Parks & Trails Commission meeting and wanted to have a conversation with the three cities about how we might all work together.  The County is not interested in establishing any County Parks and feels that some projects are for the betterment of the County and should be supported by the County.   One concept is to connect the Sunrise Trail and the Willard Munger Trail.  Another is to work with Kanabec and Mille Lacs Counties on connecting their trails to the Munger Trail.  There is a possible trail that could be developed running from Banning State Park to St Croix State Park.  There are also city project which have regional impact.  All of these projects need County support and it was suggested to the County that they budget some funds to support these projects and the necessary planning involved.  The group does not intend to meet again.

Continuing Business - Planning for 2015

The intent is to develop small working groups to get some detail work done on each of the three projects.

Angle Park

Franklin and White agreed to inspect the warming house and make recommendations on what needs to be done inside the building to take advantage of access to water and sewer.
We have a lot already invested in the park and need solid numbers so that the decision can be made on any additional investment.    

Train Park 

Barsness, White and Matt Ludwig will pursue the development of a concessions building.

The City feels that a pressurized sewage pumping system is preferable to a holding tank.   Locating a bathroom in the park with all the attendant issues should be a Phase Two consideration.

The group needs to find the Department of Health requirements for kitchen facilities. Staff will set up a meeting with a builder so that a full cost estimate can be prepared.
Beauregard made the suggestion that the City look at some additional painting and design work to tie all the structures in the park together.

Robinson Park 
Barsness will work with staff to consult with climbers and kayakers on what needs to be done if water extended to the bathroom.

Engineer will come back down to firm up how water line to be installed.

Commission would like to see a child’s swing set installed at Robinson Park.
.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Tree planting request
The Chamber of Commerce has requested permission to plant a Swedish weeping birch tree in the Veterans Memorial section of Train Park to honor John Kern.

Motion Franklin, second Dybvig to approve this request.  Motion approved 4-0.
TREE BOARD
The trees in the parking area have been marked for removal.   Staff will notify Streets & Parks to remove the three trees. 
Adjournment

Motion White, second Dybvig to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 am.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

