PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

August 11, 2015
Members present: Dybvig, Baum, M Franklin, White, Apple 
Staff: Griffith
Guests:  Candace Amberg – WSB; Tim Franklin    

Dybvig called the meeting to order at 6:33 am

Motion Franklin, second White to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion White, second Franklin to approve the meeting minutes from February 10 and February 23.  Motion approved 5-0.

Special Items
Will Robinson presented a proposal to develop exercise bars at Angle Park.  There are many different types and sizes of bar for all ages.  The Commission was interested and like the idea of developing exercise area.  They asked Mr. Robinson to price out different options and present again.

New park

Staff was asked to contact the School District to see if the land owned by the School on Court might be available to the City for a park.

Continuing Business  

Robinson Park Master Plan
Candace Amberg with WSB introduced the presentation by stating that these concepts reflected the thoughts from the Community meeting and her thoughts based on the Commissions discussions.

She presented two concepts.  Each addressed issues such as defining where people can drive and park. There are new access points for the park.  There are focal points to be improved and emphasized.  There were ideas on which areas to protect and how to protect them.  There were interesting ideas on where camping should be located.  There were ideas for trails and outlooks at the top.  Ideas were presented graphically on accessing the river, perhaps crossing the river.   There was a spirited discussion between Candace and Commission members.  Overall, everyone was pleased with the direction of the planning and are excited to work on implementing the plan.
The next step is to develop the third concept plan and then draft an amended plan for review while addressing the requirements of the GMNRPTC.  There will be a method to establish the prioritization and phasing of the project.  The result is a final amended plan for approval and adoption.

The schedule will be to come back with the third concept plan on September 10 and present it to the public for comment.

NEW BUSINESS  
Park Ambassadors

Member Baum inquired if it might be possible to train people to give tours of the Quarry and Robinson Park.  Perhaps we could find an intern.   She was struck during Quarry Days by how little many people know about the park and its history.
This will continue as an item of discussion.

Junction Trail

Member Baum also inquired as to the responsible party for maintaining Junction Trail.  When told the City she suggested that more maintenance be done.  Staff explained that the City had applied for money from the DNR to repave the majority of the trail but did not get funded.
This will remain an item of discussion. 

Adjournment

Motion White, second Baum to adjourn the meeting at 8:32 am.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

