PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

October 1, 2015
Members present: Barsness, Dybvig, Baum, Franklin, White 
Staff: Griffith
Guests:  Candace Amberg – WSB;   James Loveridge and Brian - MCA  

Barsness called the meeting to order at 6:40 am

Motion White, second Dybvig to approve the meeting minutes from August 11.  Motion approved 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS  
New Parks

EDA and Wild River would like to build a playground for their residents.  The Park Commission was directed to look at the possibility of developing a small park on EDA land immediately adjacent to the apartments.

There has also been some early discussion about what to do with the land north of the hospital and whether or not that could be developed for park or athletic use.

There was been no contact yet with the School District on the status or future use of the old play area at the Old Old School.

These will continue as an item of discussion for the Commission when they do more planning after completing the Robinson Park Master Plan.
Junction Trail

Another item for discussion will be the maintenance and upgrade of Junction Trail. The City will need to see if it can find other partners like the County to help in developing a plan for the trail and going for funding from the DNR. 

Continuing Business  

Robinson Park Master Plan
Candace Amberg with WSB introduced the presentation by stating that the concept reflected the thoughts from the Community meeting and her thoughts based on the Commissions discussion and direction.

She then presented the third concept by taking everyone through each of the elements of the plan.   These elements outlined where access for trails, camping, hiking and general use would be and how motor access was preserved but restricted.

The focal points within the park are emphasized while sensitive areas are protected.  There are ways to view access and cross the river.   The history of the park will be emphasized and the area will become more user friendly for all visitors while providing access for climbers, kayakers and outfitters.  There will be spaces for large group activities and small groups and families.

Overall, everyone was pleased with the plan and is excited to work on implementing the plan.
The climbers were pleased with the concept and were happy to see that their issues about access and use were addressed while preserving the history and natural systems of the park.
When asked what to change or what to delete the Commission was by consensus in favor of the plan as presented and was most interested in what the costs might be.

The Commission noted that the City will need to carefully plan for the management and maintenance of the park and will urge that staff be hired to supervise and manage.

The next step is to develop the amended plan to bring back for review by the Commission.  This review will include making sure the plan addresses the requirements of the GMNRPTC as well as establishes the priorities and phasing of the project.  The result is a final amended plan for approval and presentation to the City Council for final adoption.

This would include a recommendation to the Council to hire WSB to prepare the application for Legacy Funds. 
Next meeting will probably be in early November.
Adjournment

Motion Dybvig, second White to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 am.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

