PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

January 8, 2013
Members present: Buzo, Dybvig, Franklin, Kern, White

Staff: Griffith and Stadin
Dybvig called the meeting to order at 7:01 am

Motion Franklin, second White to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion White, second Kern to approve the November minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

Continuing Business 

Updates
Invasive Species Grant

There will be a Phase 2 clean out day in the spring to work on removing garlic mustard. 
City is looking for volunteers and groups now for this spring activity.

City has purchased two pullers to aid in the removal of buckthorn and honeysuckle.  There will be continuing efforts to remove more buckthorn and honeysuckle.
Robinson Park – Community Partners Grant

The City has been awarded a grant for the next phase of the bank stabilization project in Robinson Park.  It does not include any work on the parking lot.  It will create a buffer along the bank to prevent runoff and erosion as well as bank stabilization work in certain areas.

Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails

Staff updated Commission members on the City’s participation in the Greater Minnesota Regional Park and Trails organization.  

The Council approved a contract with a consultant to help develop the procedures and plans and activities necessary to get Robinson Park designated a park of regional significance thus qualifying Robinson Park for Legacy Fund moneys reserved for outstate parks.

The MN Climbers Association have already volunteered to help us gather the required information.

Members were asked to visit the website and familiarize themselves with the program.    

Community Service project
Dybvig recommended that more picnic tables be built so that each park has an adequate number.

Members will continue to consider additional projects
2013 projects

Ideas suggested and the Commission agreed by consensus was to paint the ice rink shack and making necessary structural repairs to the chalet at Lions Hill.
A discussion of how to create more use at the ice rink began.  The main limitation is the lack of a bathroom.  There was a discussion about how the bathroom operated previously and no one knows for sure if there was a septic or a holding tank or a drain field but because these would be on BNSF property alternatives need to be explored.

The Commission agreed that creating a working bathroom should be a 2013 project.

Tree Board
White brought up a concern about the health and age of the pine trees along the back of the City parking lot on Main Street.  The consensus was that a plan should be developed to replace those trees with other trees.
White and Franklin were volunteered to talk with a nursery for suggestions as to the type of native pine tree to be used to replace the existing and the costs of such trees.  Taller trees were suggested to continue the barrier protection.  They will report back to the Commission.

Staff reminded the Board that they have the funds to do such a project.

Adjournment

Motion White, second Franklin to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 am.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

