PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

August 13, 2013
Members present: Barsness, Dybvig, Franklin, Kern, White, Wilcox
Staff: Griffith 
Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:06 am

Motion Dybvig, second White to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Kern, second Dybvig to approve the June minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

Continuing Business 

Updates
Invasive Species Grant

This particular grant is completed.  Grant reimbursement funds should arrive this week.
Robinson Park – Community Partners Grant

The City has awarded a contract for the buffer planting and bank stabilization project.  The contractor has already sprayed the area with herbicide.   There will be a public workshop on August 20 wherein the contractor will show how native plants can be used to create buffers.

Robinson Park - Conservation Partners Grant

The City will participate with the St Croix River Association is a project using federal Forest Service grant to do plantings along the Kettle in the area cleared of invasive species. The Association, Soil and Water and City are meeting on the 15th to finalize plans. 
Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails

Staff reminded the Commission about the efforts to do visitor counts and surveys to establish who uses the park, when it is used and where they come from.  This round will end at the end of August.  There are a few shifts still open.
Johnson Land Purchase

The MN Climbers Association will hold an event and fund raiser in October.  This Climbing Fest will feature a number of activities including a slip line across the river.

Other

No further work has been done on the bathroom in the warming house. The contractor hired by the City has not yet begun work on the painting of the ice rink shack
Commission member Barsness reported that the three metal fire rings have all been stolen from the campsites and have been replaced by stone enclosures.

Staff handed out information on propane and electric sinks that could be installed in Train Park as part of developing a permanent building for cooking in the park.  The major issue is disposal of waste water.   There is quite a distance to the nearest sanitary sewer line.  The other factor is locating a building in the park further reduces the open space for events and activities but could increase the use of the park.

Commission member Kern provided an update on developing horseshoe pits in Angle Park.  

NEW BUSINESS

The ice climbers are proposing to develop and install LED lights for lighted ice columns this winter.  The request is for some dollars from the Park & Recreation Commission to help support this activity.

Motion Dybvig, second Kern to approve $ 500 toward the cost of lighted winter ice columns.  Motion approved 6-0.

Staff suggested that the Commission suggest to the City Council that it consider the purchase of Angle Park.  Ownership would allow some of the additional development on the site the Commission would like to see without worrying about lease renewal.  The consensus of the Commission is that staff should bring this up with the Council. 

Staff reported the Lions Club is proposing to take on some improvements and upgrades to the chalet at Lions Hill.  Staff had sent them a list of improvements and repairs that are needed. 

The suggested sign to put on the end of the picnic shelter in Robinson Park to welcome people to the park has been completed by Lee Dybvig.   Lee had asked for some direction on the refinishing or painting of the ends of the picnic shelter before installing the sign.  The Commission felt a dark green matching or complementary to the green on the sign should e used.

The Commission spent time discussing projects for this year and next year.  The interior of the band shell in Train Park should be stained/painted.  They recommended that the walkway from the parking lot to the street be improved.  There are some repairs to be done to the steps at the band shell.  The advertising benches need maintenance.  There should be security cameras covering Train Park. There were a number of suggestions for Robinson Park, a number of which would be possible if we can qualify the park as a park of regional significance.
The Commission also decided it was time to bring out the plans for park development and start looking at additional improvements to each of the parks.  The loan for the last et of projects will be paid off in 2014 and the Commission should be prepared to present a new plan for the 2015 budget.  The parallel effort to get Legacy Funds for Robinson Park will effect planning and local funding. 
Tree Board
Franklin and White were asked to identify and mark which trees should be removed first.  They will identify so that the city crew can get it done.  No cost estimates are yet available.
Adjournment

Motion White, second Dybvig to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 am.  Motion approved 6-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

