PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

November 12, 2013
Members present: Barsness, Buzo, Franklin, Dybvig, Kern 
Staff: Griffith 
Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:04 am

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Buzo, second Kern to approve the October minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

Continuing Business 

Updates -Robinson Park

City has applied to participate in an Invasive Species Blitz through the U of M Extension service.  The program, if accepted, would bring a group to Robinson Park for a one day intensive clean-up of garlic mustard.

Quarry Lions were looking for a half-day project when they host a regional meeting in the spring.  City suggested a planting day in Robinson to replace buffer plants.

Staff highlighted some of the results from the summer count.  All agreed that Robinson has more visitors than we had expected.
Train Park – permanent building

A task force with the Thriving Communities project is also looking at a permanent building and staff had suggested that representatives from both groups meet to discuss.  Planning for this impacts a lot of other uses and park activities.
Planning for 2015

The Commission began discussion about improvements to each of the parks.  The goal is to have a plan to present to the Council in July of 2014 for funds in 2015 budget.  The parallel effort to get Legacy Funds for Robinson Park will effect planning and local funding. Members reviewed lists from 2007 and 2008 of possible actions.
All agreed that the priority is to acquire Angle Park so that future improvements can be done without having to worry about BNSF.

Ideas

Robinson Park

    Changing area
Angle Park

     Connect bathroom to sanitary and water
     Picnic shelter

     Horseshoe pits 
Johnson Park

     Blacktop underneath shelter

Rec Area

    Sand volleyball courts

    Picnic area

    Softball field #2

    Improve parking areas

    Install actual road

Lions Hill

     Chalet improvements 

Train Park     

John Kern discussed the Veterans Memorial and apologized for not getting permission from Commission or the City for an additional flower bed. City was also concerned that no located was done.

Kern stated that this is the last planned improvement to the Memorial area.

In general, the Commission needs to look at Train Park as the Memorial has reduced areas for use and access but it is an amenity.

Benches

    Should additional benches be built and placed around town

Trails

    Discuss with Essentia a trail system at the new hospital campus site.

Staff was asked to prepare a list of projects completed as well as a list of all suggested projects.

NEW BUSINESS
Robinson Park
Staff thanked the Commission for their efforts to do visitor counts and surveys.   The City is looking for volunteers for one hour shifts to a winter count.
Adjournment

Motion Franklin, second Kern to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 am.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

