CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

August 10, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
L Gafkjen, J Frederickson, R Frederickson, Riley, Spartz 

Members absent:
Hilty, T Gafkjen

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Council liaison Bonander



Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion L Gafkjen, second J Frederickson to approve agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second J Frederickson to approve minutes.  Motion passed 4-0.

PRESENTATION – none

UPDATES

Staff gave an update on the hospital.  He spoke about the issues with the negotiations between Mercy Hospital and Essentia, Essentia’s activities in acquiring hospitals and clinics; and the state of the economy.  Most were familiar with the letters sent and received concerning the status of the hospital.

Staff mentioned that an assisted living is still a possibility.  

The license agreement with AYM on the Old School are up for review in September.

There is one written and one promised proposal for purchase of the Golf Course.

The contractors are getting their permits for the demolition of the Milk Drying Plant are signed.

Enventis is bringing new fiver to town for commercial users.

Staff updated the Commission on the status of the Marketing Plan for the airport property and the discussion about working with very small business to try and grow them.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Amend Zoning Ordinance – language relating to variances

Motion J Frederickson, second R Frederickson to open Public Hearing.  Motion passed 4-0.

Hearing opened at 7:16 pm

The results of a court case had made the granting of a variance next to impossible.  The Legislature changed state law to conform to the court ruling.  This ordinance amendment prepared by the City Attorney brings the City’s ordinance into conformance.

There was no public comment.

Motion L Gafkjen, second Riley to close the public hearing.  Motion passed 5-0

Hearing closed at 7:20 pm.

Motion L Gafkjen, second J Frederickson to recommend passage of the resolution presented to amend the language in that portion of the Zoning Ordinance relating to variances to bring it into conformance with state law.  Motion passed 5-0.  

Amend Zoning Map – rezone Grant Knowles Plat
Motion L Gafkjen, second Spartz to open the Public Hearing.  Motion passed 5-0.

Hearing opened at 7:21 pm

The rezoning of this property will make it easier to qualify for state and federal funding for an appropriate business prospect.  S

Staff mentioned that several nearby property owners had verbally commented that they had no questions about the change.

There was not public comment.

Motion Spartz, second L Gafkjen to close the Public Hearing.  Motion passed 5-0.

Hearing closed at 7:24 pm.

Motion L Gafkjen, Second R Frederickson to recommend to the City Council that they amend the zoning map to change the zoning of the Grant Knowles Plat from Interchange Commercial to Light Industrial.  Motion approved 5-0..

NEW BUSINESS - none
OTHER

Land Use training

There was a reminder of the LMCIT on-line land use training, which the City will pay for.

ADJOURN
Motion Spartz, second J Frederickson to adjourn meeting at 7:29. Motion carried 5-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

