CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

December 14, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
T Gafkjen, J Frederickson, R Frederickson, Riley, Spartz 

Members absent:
Hilty, L Gafkjen

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Ken Gerard, Jeannette Kester and Becky Lourey

                                    Kitty Jorgensen, John Benjaminson



Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion T Gafkjen, second Spartz to approve agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.

MINUTES

Motion Spartz, second T Gafkjen to approve minutes.  Motion passed 5-0.

PRESENTATION – none

NEW BUSINESS

Lourey Building – additional conditions for CUP

Ken Gerard, Building Manager presented the plans for additional uses in the School Building.  The immediate use being considered is to use the common area portion including the kitchen area and upfront offices for the Old School Art Center.  This use would involve public events relating to performances, exhibits, classes etc.   

The submission also included long-range plans for the re use of the remainder of the building.

The building holds a master conditional use.  The discussion is to consider additional conditions that should apply for this new use.

There was a discussion about the need to separate this portion from the gymnasium and the rest of the building.  A proposed condition is that it must meet all Building Code and Occupancy Coed requirements.

There was a question about the adequacy of the bathrooms and Mr. Gerard assured the Commission that there were sufficient units to meet requirements for 300 people.

The Commission was supportive of the effort to re use the building and to bring people to Sandstone.

Motion T Gafkjen, second R Frederickson to recommend to the City Council that they add the following conditions to the master Conditional Use Permit for the Lourey Building based on the staff report and Finding of Fact:  Meet all building and occupancy codes; recognition of signage limits; and submission of a parking plan to include plan for improvement of parking areas; proper designation of handicap and loading zones and address issues of security and safety of those parking.  Approved 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Approve Conditional Use Permit – used car sales – Transmission Plus

Motion Spartz, second T Gafkjen to open Public Hearing.  Motion passed 5-0.

Hearing opened at 7:15 pm

John Benjaminson dba as Transmission Plus has requested a Conditional Use permit to sell used cars at his location on Main Street. 

Staff reviewed the submissions and the proposed Finding of Fact.

Mr. Benjaminson explained his proposal and stated he understood there would be limitations on signage.

There was brief discussion about how he will identify those cars that are for sale.

There was no public comment.

Motion Spartz, second J Frederickson to close the public hearing.  Motion passed 5-0

Hearing closed at 7:23 pm.

Motion T Gafkjen, second R Frederickson to recommend to the City Council that they approve a conditional use permit for Transmission Plus to sell used cars based on the staff report and Finding of Fact with conditions subject to payment of all fees.  Motion approved 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS - continued

Asphalt Plant location

Staff made the Commission aware of the potential for an asphalt plant to be located in town for some the continuing work on the Interstate.  One of the sites could be the MNDOT owned gravel pit and MNDOT’s assertion that the City may place no restrictions on state property used for purposes of constructing or maintaining highways.

This issue may arise when the contracts are awarded.

Zoning Ordinance amendment – new Flood Plain requirements

FEMA has updated the flood plain maps for Sandstone.  There are areas in town where residences are now in or immediately adjacent to flood prone areas.  For residents to be able to acquire Flood Insurance, the City must have an updated Flood Plain ordinance in place by mid-April.

The attorney has drafted an amended ordinance.  The Commission needs to review and set a Public Hearing.

There was a discussion about underlying zoning and that this will result in a need to amend the Subdivision Ordinance as well.

Motion J Frederickson, second T Gafkjen to set a Public Hearing for January 11 at 7:15 pm at City Hall to take public comment on the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map relating to flood districts.  Motion carried 5-0.

UPDATES

The license agreement with AYM on the Old School was extended to April.  They are very enthusiastic and are awaiting their IRS non-profit designation.

The Council is proceeding with the sale of the Golf Course.  There is a meeting on December 20 to accept proposals.

The demolition of the Milk Drying Plant is completed.  The question relates to how much work the City needs to do in regards to the wells.

Staff updated the Commission on the status of the Marketing Plan for the airport property.

The City is proceeding with special legislation relating to the sale of the Wild River Apartments evening though no final sale decision ahs been made. 

Staff gave an update on the hospital.  The Hospital District has given notice to Essentia that they will not be renewing the lease next year.  The Board has set up a Transition Team to work through all of the issues relating to a separation.

OTHER

Land Use training

There was a reminder of the LMCIT on-line land use training, which the City will pay for.

ADJOURN
Motion Spartz, second T Gafkjen to adjourn meeting at 8:07. Motion carried 5-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

