CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

February 13, 2013
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
L Gafkjen, T Gafkjen, Riley, A Spartz, P Spartz 

Members absent:
J Frederickson, R Frederickson, 
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Council member Bonander 



Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion T Gafkjen, second A Spartz to approve agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.

MINUTES

Motion T Gafkjen, second P Spartz to approve August minutes.  Motion passed 5-0.

PRESENTATION 
OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Updates
Hospital

Staff told the Commission that the City has introduced special legislation at the Legislature asking for funds to help pay the infrastructure costs.  There have also been conversations with the Federal EDA about grant funds and they are interested as this is a campus concept, not just a hospital.

The Demand study is completed and staff believes they are discussing an RFP for either an architect or developer to start the planning for the site.

A key date is April 1, 2014 when the North Pine Area Hospital District Board ascertains if Essentia has met the required benchmarks to continue the lease.  
Old School

A Purchase and Development Agreement is being negotiated with AYM.  There are some issues with the EDA sale regarding the reverter clause.  The other option is for the EDA to give the property to the City and for the City to deed to AYM but the potential flaw is the City could be liable if the environmental remediation is not completed.  

Library Space Planning

A planning group is looking for new space for the library.  They have been meeting and considering the information from public meetings to determine what should be in the library and begun looking at possible sites and existing buildings.
On February 26 at 5:15 pm the planning group will present its progress to the public and ask for input on building locations.

Art & History Center
As part of the planning for Library space, staff has asked that the planning group keep in mind that if available space should be planned for the Art & History Center.
Free Church

The Free Church has been provided updated costs and development scenarios.  They will continue planning but not determine an action until the hospital development is confirmed.

Robinson Park
Staff talked some about the efforts to qualify Robinson Park as a park of regional significance and therefore be able to access Legacy Funds.

Staff also made the Commission aware that an appraisal is being done on the Johnson property on the east side of the river opposite Robinson Park.  The MN Climbers Association would acquire and then sell to the DNR to include this parcel in Banning State Park.
NEW BUSINESS

Amend Nemadji master CUP – artist studio space
The owner is proposing to use an area originally designated and approved for Nemadji Upholstery to studio space for artists.
This new use is already approved for the building and the amendment would allow the use in an additional area in the building.

The Finding of Facts showed no issues and staff proposed several conditions.  These would be that the space be inspected by the Building Official to ensure room meets occupancy requirements and that the Fire Department reviews the space and occupancy requirements to make recommendations regarding any hazardous or flammable materials used or stored in the space.

Commission discussion resulted in adding an additional condition that there be no residential use of the space.

Motion L Gafkjen, second A Spartz to recommend to the City Council that they approve the amendment to the CUP based on the Finding of Facts to allow the former upholstery space to be used as studio space with the three conditions listed.  Motion approved 5-0.
Acknowledge Nemadji master CUP – bus garage

The owner is notifying the City that it is moving Arrowhead Transit to new space within the bus garage.  The CUP allows this use of the building and the intent is inform the City based on the requirements of the CUP.  
Motion P Spartz, second T Gafkjen to acknowledge the request of Nemadji to move the location of the existing tenant Arrowhead Transit within the bus garage from unheated to the heated space with the condition that the Building Official inspects that space to determine that occupancy requirements are met.   Motion approved 5-0.

OTHER

Land Use training

There was a reminder of the LMCIT on-line land use training, which the City will pay for.
ADJOURN
Motion T Gafkjen, second L Gafkjen to adjourn meeting at 7:37. Motion carried 5-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

