CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

February 12, 2014
CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
L Gafkjen, T Gafkjen, A Spartz, P Spartz 

Members absent:
J Frederickson, R Frederickson, R Riley
Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others:                        Leonard Bonander
Vice Chair T Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

AGENDA
Motion L Gafkjen, second A Spartz to approve the agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.

MINUTES

Motion P Spartz, second L Gafkjen to approve the January minutes.  Motion passed 4-0.
HEARING: none
OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Updates

Hospital - Work is proceeding on the design and contents of the hospital and clinic facilities with a report to be presented to the Area Hospital District on February 25.  Parallel planning for long term care and assisted living is also underway as is proposing possible re-sues for the existing facility.  

Library Space Planning - There is assessment work being done on the sites with the next meeting in late March.  

NLX – There is a possibility that a private company may begin operations of an excursion train between the Cities and Duluth on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  Bonander will be representing the City with a visit to Tulsa to ride on the newest excursion train and be part of the discussions on bringing this to Minnesota.  The City will be lobbying for a stop and maintenance facility in Sandstone.
Discuss Industrial Zoning Changes AND Re-use of EDA land
Staff invited the Planning Commission to the February 19 workshop with Northspan who will be presenting a plan to market EDA properties.  Part of the marketing effort will be identifying possible tenants for the airport property, thus helping the Commission in determining how to amend the Zoning Ordinance.
Deferred to the next meeting by consensus.

NEW BUSINESS
Lot Split – Old PW site

The City is asking the Planning Commission to review a parcel split of the remaining old public works site still owned by the City.   The split would create two parcels – one is the compost site and the second is the parcel the City originally got from the County in a land swap.

A survey and new legal descriptions were created.  The City has been asked to sell the west parcel by Anderson Recycling.

Motion L Gafkjen, second P Spartz to recommend approval of the lot split.  Motion carried 4-0.
Set Public Hearing

Anderson Recycling is operating under a lease with the City on the property while financing and the closing are worked out.   Anderson Recycling would also like to purchase the west one acre parcel the City will be splitting from the compost site.   
The uses proposed by Anderson Recycling require a Conditional Use permit and as of this date they have not yet applied for that permit.   Staff is asking permission to set a Public Hearing for the March Commission meeting if the Anderson’s submit the Conditional use permit request.
Motion L Gafkjen, second P Spartz to authorize staff to set a Public Hearing for a Conditional Use permit by Anderson Recycling at the next Commission meeting if the application is submitted.    Motion carried 4-0.
OTHER: 
ADJOURN
Motion A Spartz, second L Gafkjen to adjourn the meeting at 7:25. Motion carried 4-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

